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| | ing is no. certa in! Mark, 


1 Whole Philoſophic: 8 — you give 

vs in the following ak The Moral 

*,Truch; Reaſon, and Firneſs of things is 

* the only certain Mark or Criterion of any SES 

Doctrine as coming from God, or, as 7775 | 

e ing any part of true Religion. Pref. p. G. 

. $5, 86. Fhere is one, and I 
* but, one, certain and infallible Mark or + 


, # Criterion of Divine Truth, or of any Do- $3 


oming from God, which - we = 


be Religion and Conſcience: And that is, the 
* Moral Truth, Reaſon or Fitneſs of the 
be * itſelf, Wat it cames to be fair- 

*1y opoſed to, and conſider d by che 
E 4 or Underſtanding, And to the fame 
ak in p. 99, 345- If we ES” 
of this Moral Truth, Fear ä 
U us once 


alk the 


VV 


# 


nb. "Me all, that 


r 


_ © whatever. Pref. 


God, 


intelligible. 


aa Truth ec. not 55. Mart &c. 
tis founded in the 


ec od neceſſary 


any poſitive Will, Law, or Authority 


Dodtrines. Bat: it is neceſſary. firft to exa- 


ming the terms you make uſe of. In the 


words above cited you leave the Reader to 


mal the beſt that he can of your new Cxi- 
Ferion of Di vine Truth, without any arti- | 
cular explication of your phraſes ; which is 


certainly a tacit and very high compli iment 
to his parts, as he muſt be ſuppoſed to be 
wiſe and acute to a miracle, if with theſe 


| ſhort notices he takes your meaning exatthy, 


and knows preciſely the due application of 


your rule. 
infallibl; Criterion of yours is all over dark 


and amb guous to ſuch a degree, that, I be- 


lieve, not one Man in a thouſand will com- 
prehend har it really is, and nothing but 
a very large comment can make ir generally 
TO begin with your _—— | 
|", A | | and 


Relations ; of Perſons xo 
a Things, antecedent to any pofrive Will or 
5 vc ee Law, and therefore cannot be alter 4 by 


* Now in anſwer to 


al this, I will hw hereafter, that your 
Mira] Truth &c. is neither a. certain and 


: infpllible Mark of a Doctrine as coming from 
nor any juſt Criterion at all of ſuch 


For in truth, this certarn and 


0 "of Di inet od. 
und negſary Relations (a) of . anc on — I 
5 Things, upon which your Moral Reaſon & c. ve e 3 
is founded. They are capable of three AED 
$ leaſt very different ſenſes, and according to 
each will- produce a' very different Moral 
Truth, Reaſon, and Fitneſs of things and - i 
actions. . They may fignify all Rela VB 
| tions, whenever introduc'd and by What 
| means ſoe ver diſcover d, which ale imme- j 
| diately from the different Natures or States 
of Perſans and Things; and then your Mo- 
ral Truth Cc. will be ſo far enlarg d beyond 
| due bounds, as to mix with all known Relati- 
ons of what kind ſoever, even of thoſe between ; 
Man and Beaſt, and Things inanlmate (õ); ſb 
that Truth univerſally will then be made (a- 
greeably to a late moſt refin'd ſcheme) (c) the 
ſubject and meaſure of Moral Right and 
Wrong. ad. Theſe natural Relations may ſig- 
| wry 8 which ariſe cages from we ble 


0 The true ſenſe of this Term, * ah Nature * 
Things expreſſed by it, is well exp by Mr, * 
Hum. Underſt. B. II Ch. 25. 8 

(5) Inſtances of this kind in Books 2nd Drinting-Glaſſes | 
may be ſeen in the wigs ig, Author. p. 30. Where to 
tear the one or to break the other deſignedly, is declay'd;to 
be morally aurong or evil, as being acts Wat to che * 
ture of thoſe 8 things. 

0 LEO Relig. of Nat. * 8, N 0 yo. 
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Mora ol Truth bc ee 


cite man nature (d) as ſuch, antecedent to any 0. 6 
7+ 1 luntary act p covenant whatſoever, and com- 
e mence with our very Being, Such for in- 
ſtance are [N ole between. God - anc Man, of 
Creature and Creator, Lord and Servant, 
Almighty and Dependent &c. from whence | 
alone would reſult certain Duties of Man 
toward Gol, by virtue of our humanity it- 
ſelf. And ſuch likewiſe between Man and 
Man exiſting together are thoſe of eguality 
in nature, and /ikeneſs of condition in mu- 

_ — tual wants and infirmities, by. which equity 

| and univerſal benevolence would be rendred 
indiſpenſably neceſſary to all and every in- 


dividual, aß the only certain means of ſe- 
curing to the whole, that caſe, intercourſe, 


and happineſs, which muſt be the gear | 
end of all rational Beings. And farther, ſuch 
are thoſe Relations between Man and Things 
without him; by which as /ome things are 
noxious and pernicious both to his Body and 
Mind, and crbers are ſalutary and uſeful to 
both, ſo many dutieFregarding a Man's /elf 
both negative and affirmative would imme- 
diately take place, were there no other Man 
in the World beſide him. But if theſe are 
the only Relations intended, They will be too 


een. Lam af Nat. B. I e. a %%% 


Fl . —— 


1 


| few, ao ws Mere) Tout eee Cn . 


which ariſe from occaſional promiſes WY 
or particular covenant. 5. and from adventi- 


FF a _ 1 R414 3 1 I 7 EAT... 2 e 
6 n 7 
; l 


= by the uſe of our mere natural 
and ſoare oppoſed to any others, which may 
ariſe from ſome extraordinary diſpenſation 


: 22 


— 1 — N „ 8 e 


cerning em, without ſome explicit defini. 
ſion of the terms? Till that is done, your 


WF > —_— —_ 


notat. * * . 


| "auch reftrain'd, as excluding all thoſe Re- 


Fious States, as they are called (e), producing 


the Relations between Huſband and Wife, 


Parents and Children, Maſter and Servant, 


Magiſtrate and Subject, which mult all. be 


into the account, as the chief ſources 


and proper ſphere of the ſocial virtues. A- 


gain 3d. your natural Relations may figni- 


y thoſe, which reſult from the vifible ſy- 


ſtem of Things about us, and are known to 
faculties, 


of Providence, and are Aiſcover'd to us on- 
0 by ſupernatural Revelation. And then 
is plain, your Moral 7. ruth &c. of Things 
and Actions will be wholly confin'd to the 
former, without any notice and conſidera 


tion of the latter. Now as ſuch are the va- 
rious ſenſes of your natural Relations, how 


are we to learn your preciſe meaning con · 


()) See Puſſnd. Offic Hom. & Civ. L. 1 


very 5 


e. * TLelala. n 


- 2 


a ms Ken not the * Morte. 


1 mover be 12. als in DE 
48 1 | and fuch a defeet wall of 56 5 


r were cheſs > tipo N * 7 
y, we ſhould" fill wane your help 
rpreting thoſe phraſes of Mora! 
Moral Reaſon, arid Moral” Fitneſs of 
7s and Actions, in which there is like- 
t deal of obſcurity and intricacy, 
A and N e en n a 


as you ma imagine. The word Moral is a 
relative term, and refers to ſome Rule or 
Law of Manners ( J) by which the Wills 
s of Men are to be conſtantly 


governed. And this Rule c or Law, to which 
it refers here, is that, I ſuppoſe, which'is 


uſually ſt) d che Lau We dere and the 


N Hun. een B. oY 6, 28. . . 
* 1 | | 8 a ; eccafit- 


| Creation 


ing from the phyfical conſtitution of Men, 


ctive of our natural good, and thoſe Chings 


certain cauſes of our natural evil; which 


11. a 
19 See Caumbe: 
 Puffendorf. Law of Nat: B. II. Ch. 3. 


LUO . k 8 © tf 


| 12282 poſitive, Laws . or r Human) Cur. 

as ſubliſting through all Ages from, the very I. 
of dur ſpecies, and cot tinuing in LY. 
its s forces ahd obligation, as long as that exiſts. 5 
Id is likewiſe univerſal, as extending to the | 
aubole x race of Mankind in all places; 31 mean 5 
bypothetically, that is, upon ſuppoſition of 
| their ſtanding i in ſuch and ſuch Relations to 
God and to one another. And tis laſtly un. 
12 in its general pri neiples, As reſult- : 


and Thing gs, and therefore fix'd and perma- ; 
| nent as Nature itſelf, and while that 1s. the | N 

| ſame,, incapable of alteration (g). The Du- : 
ries preſcrib'd by i it are in themſelves x rodu- iS 


or Actions Which are repugnant to it are as 


makes the obſervance of it always eſſential 
and neceflary to the welfare of our rational a 
ſyſtem (b). And as ſuch our very Regen 
and Conſeience approves and i injoyns it, and : 
moreover. di ſcerns it to be che Didate and * 


10 Se albu, Tirretin. Oper. vol. 1 Din vin. oy 
N Leg, Nat. e 2 70 5 | 1 
Parke Demons, Law of Nt f 1 
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6 means, hich bis 6 own bs 
and conſtitution of Things has rendred. ab- 
ſolutely neceffary ro the attainment of it. 
From hence comes the notion of moral go 
and evi / in Perſons and Actions (i), accord- 


ing to their agreement or diſagreement with 
£9. grand rule of Life and Divine Law a- 
bovemention d. Perſons are morally 


in the ritt ad proper ſenſe,” not mY Af by 
Acting in cor formity to the reaſons vr na- 
tures of Thii gs, but by acting in obedience 
ro the will c of (God, as made known by choſe 
reaſons and natures of Things; with'a viev 
to which ſame Wilt of God the moral Laws 
of Nature are likew iſe denominated the Re- 
ligion of Nat re (H; a Thing which has no 
exiſtence without a God, as all Moralifs 
agree, and is a. flat contradiction in terms. 
But to go on. Actions are morally good in 
common Lang guage, which in themſelves or 
: SIT co e have a A} intrin- 
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4s) See Gumberks | {lax Nat. cg: ul, W. 
R ER Evi 
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| ternal virtues of the Agent, and are more- < 
| yerpreſeribdby. the terms of the moral Law. 
And from hence it is, that Things or Actions 
Ho the moral Reaſon, or High, or Trath, 
| which you ſpeak of, that is in other words, 
a Reaſon and Fieneſe i in their own nature to 
become. matter of moral Duty. Bur here | 
without great care Men are liable to much | 
 eonfufion, and error, and many miſtakes in 
fact have been lately committed for want of 
ſome juſt diſtinctions upon this Head. It is 
; therefore to be obferv's. that Things or Ac- 
tions may have this moral Keafon and Fit- 
neſs in two yery different reſpects: either TA 
as falling directly under the prime injunRi- 
ons of the-moral Law, and being ſo neceſ- 
| fary.in i ſhecre, that they cannot be ſupplied 
4 by any thing elſe, nor the Law itſelf obey d 


| without them, Or 2d. As being Yeal and 


Tc 


Ia 5 
. 
„ 


natural inſtances only of obedience to the 
Law, or elicite Acts of moral virtues, as the 


Caſuiſts (j term them, though not the only 


means of fulfilling the Law, nor indiſpenſa- 
bly requiſite by the tenor of it. Of the for- 
mer kind are the moral Duties of Men to- 


o late Da Dub. B. II. c. 3: Rule 6. 


7 Tt me he Mark 2 
d, ſuch as W in Praye . N 
{ Thankſpivings, and the Du- 
5 ties of Arie ee arifing from Promiſes, 8 
„ Contracts and the li "oi here 


ally letermin d by the A of | 

Law, t Men are not at liberty to or 
the 1 them, or even to exchange 
chem for others at pleaſure (n). Caſes of the 
latter kind ogcur in the duties of Humanity 


or Charity, ind in thoſe which are call 01 
the Relative and Self- Duties, Where the Af. 


firmatiye prece pts of the moral Law are not 
only expreſſeſl in general terms, but include ; 
under them various ſorts of Actions both 
materially and morally good ; any of which 
is ſufficient to anſwer the demands of the 
Law, and therefore no one in particular is 
requit'd as nec erh e and indiſpenſable. Thus 
Charity in geheral is a duty eternal and im- 
mutable, and the inward principle of it muſt 
| never fall; but as the ſpecies or inſtances of 
it are numerc us, we are not confin'd by the as CON! 
general Law to any particular ator exerciſe | bar act 
of it, but are left to chuſe ad arbitrium the IM 


0 See 


verge « 
acts an 


b Tee in che duties of Om 5 4 wh TR Wb i 
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hg to our pa- Cur, 
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I A —— and every ſpe- 5 
| cies of it will have a moral Reaſon and Fit. 
neſs,” tho not a moral neceſſity. So again; 
| Parents are oblig d hy · the Law of Nature = 
me good proviſion ſor the. temporal 
| welſace, of their Children; and every, good 

proviſion proportionable to the ſtate and 

condition of the Parent is obedience to the 

Law, and an act of moral goodneſs. But 

where chere is variety of ſuch good proviſi- 0 

ons in quantity and quality, any one of theſe 

ſatisfies the Law; and in that reſpect is in- 

different, tho morally good in itſelf; And Wy 
thus laſtly in the duties regarding a Man's 
ſelf, Temperance is ſtrictly commanded by 
the Law, and in the general muſt be prac- 

tiſed univerſally; but here there is ſuch a 


ſcope and latitude for the exerciſe of this 
duty, and ſo many degrees of it within the 


verge of criminal Exceſſes, that tho all real 


acts and inſtances of Temperance are good, | 
as conformable to the Law, yet no particur 


lar act within ſuch and ſuch limits of quan- 
tity and vality can be laid down as ſtrict 


Sherlock. Def of "San P: 31 28 * 


= x x 
* 
r WC 35-87 
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variable duty. And ſo it is in "uy 94 | 
(") Se Bp. Tobe wid. Rule 13. f. 14. 5 | 


# 


= 5 Moral 5 . Mark ke. 
8 caſes, of which theſe few are given mat as 
I. ſpecimens, | to ſhew the different extent of 


UVV Moral Regſon &c. even in thoſe actions, 6 
which are the proper effects and e, ge 
ſpecifications of Moral Principles. fe 
Bxsipfs theſe, chere is a third ſort of . ar 
actions, tq be conſider d more at large here- co, 
after, which have not indeed in themſelve: we 
any moral intrinſic goodneſs, nor ate they i ple 
proper act of any particular virtue, as the Re: 
others are, bur yet are founded on moralRea- Wl ral. 
ſons, as Being either in their wn Nature or and 
by poſitive Inſtitution miniſterial to our vir- WF not] 
tue and happineſs, and therefore Fful as then 
Means to thoſe higher Ends. Of this kind Wl mor 
are acts of Mortification and Self-Denial, for: 
and many other occaſional obſeryances either i Indi 
of Diving or Human appointment; which MW wich 
in chis inHrumentul view may have various as we 
gegrees of Moral Fitneſs” and \Bxpediency, them 
according to the various circumſtances and Partie 
conditions of Mankind. But omitting theſe N :n4;#; 
for the preſent, it is worth remarking, what one m 
crude imperfect notions thoſe writers have as the 


entertain d of Moral Actions, who apprło : tion of 


no 


priate the terms of Moral Reaſon and Fitne W ticulgy 
to thoſe ct, only which are neceſſary du- He 
ties; as 1 | * thoſe, wk are not Lond had Maps of 


| for the finiſhing ſtroke, was their making 
| Inaifferents in point of Obligation the ſame 
with Indifferents in Uſe, tho common ſenſe 


- | no Moral " and Heng at all in TTY end 
= which is evidently a groſs miſtake, and ow- I 
| ing entirely to their not diſtinguiſhing che 


general Principles and Laws of moral duty 


from the outward particular acts, which 
are perform'd in 


purſuance of them. The 
conſequence of which fallacious i inaccuracy 


Would be offer this, that while the Princi- 


ples or Laws A on have all the Moral 


Reaſon and Fitneſs in the World, the ſeve- 
ral Actions immediately flowing from them, 


and occaſion d &y them would truly have 
nothing at all of it; becauſe take each of 


chem fingly by itſelf, and not one ſhall be 


morally neceſſary. The next ſtep to this 


as well as common Etbics might have taught 


them better (0); as if truly, becauſe every 
Farticular kind of wholeſome food is purely 


indiſferent to us in point of Obligation, and 


one may be taken as well as another, ſo long 


as the general End is ſecur d, the preſerva- 5 


| tion of Life and Health; therefore every par. 
ticular kind of ſuch food muſt be diwi 


50 ) 5 hin Ger epi by Dr Sherleck. len i N 


ties. Thus in your Preface p. 5. Standing 


I 5 
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Mora Truth Ce; not the Mark 4 "Wag 


Car indifferent ds to Uſe, that is, have no 12 T; 
I. - neſs, Reaſan or Fitneſs at all in it; tho' in 1. 
A reality every kind does effectually anſwer In 
the End abc Sn and is only indif- p. 
f ferent with reſpect to other kinds of whol- | is, 
ſome food, which can equally. produce the 128 
J Jamedefirableeffeft. Now with our Caſuiſts WF W. 
all indifferints muſt firſt be entirely u/ele/5, the 
and then all Lawsenjoyning em muſt be ar- 14 
bitrary and abſurd, and the Lawgiver himſelf, tion 
whoever he he, proclaim'd a perverſe and un- hig! 
merciful Tyrant. This was the perpetual er- 1 
ror and juggle of Chriſtiauity as old-as the ſage 
Creation; and you, Philalethes, for want of Fitn 
due attentibn ſeem in this as in many other and. 
| Inſtances, to follow the Author of it. For WF G,7 
as well as I can judge by comparing ſeveral Crits 
ſcatter d and diſtant paſſages together, thoſe whic 
things and actions alone have with you this WF ; PR, * 
Moral Reaſon and Fitneſs, which are eter- WF Jr! 
nally aud giretly preſcrib d by the Law of 6 4 1 
Nature, as necęſſary and indiſpenſable du- BW 1;,, 


petual Obligations in the Moral Truth, ſuch ; 
Agen, and Fitneſs of Things are oppoſed to com Fy 
Things not neceſſary parts of Religion, and 7 
to Afions| in themſelves indifferent. And i ©. © 


in p. 86. Doftrines VIP have thi: Mord ge. 
J 25 we 4 1 ; 75 uth Ying 


of Daftrines coming 5 Gad. Th -* 
© | Trath ke are call'd Matters of Conſcience. Crar. 
W In p. 92. bat we are oblig d 70 recti ve. I. 
In p. 345+ Neceſſary to Salvation, and in 
p. 347: Eternal immutable Doctrines; that ©, 
WT is, in other words, ever true, and ever B ind- 1 
* in themſelves, antecedent to all poſitive. =_ 
Y Wl and Law whatſoever. In this ſenſe 
W therefore I ſhall henceforth underſtand your 
| Moral Reaſon and Fitneſs of Ti bings and _ - i 
| tions, and now proceed to examine thoſe 3 
high and mighty Powers you attribute to it.» 
| You aſſert then very roundly in the paſ- RE 
| ſages cited above, that this Moral Reaſon and | 1 
| Fitneſs is both à certain and infal allible Mark 
| and Criterion of a Doctrine as coming from 
| God, and alſo that tis the only Mark and - 
| Criterion of its being ſuch. ' In the firſt of 
which two poſitions is implied, as I take it, 
1//, That whatever Doctrine has this Moral. 
Truth, Reaſon, &c. does certainly come from 
Cod, becauſe it has then a certain and infal- 
 lible Mark of its being ſuch. And 2d. Thar 
whatever Doctrine has not plainly in itſelf 
ſuch Moral Truth &c. doth as certainly not 
come from God, and is no Matter of Reli- 
gion and Conſci ence. Theſe maxims I in- 
tend to diſcuſs in the preſent Chapter, re- 
— the other for the following. To be- 


* 
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IN 
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en Ap. gin then with the firſt of your maxims, chat 
I. Moral Truth, Reaſon and Fitneſs is a certain 


UYY and enfallible Mark of a Doctrine t coming 
from God. your phraſe here of coming 


from God, y u ſhould mean, what the com- 
mon uſe of| the phraſe imports, revealed 
fſupernaturally by God; otherwiſe your | lan- 
guage would be affectedly ſingular and am- 


We 


biguous, and beſides quite foreign and im- 
pertinent td the preſent diſpute; fince the tet 
real queſtion at this time muſt be, how a qu 
Doctrine or Precept may be prov d to come yo 
from God, in the extraordinary and ſuperna- it 
tural way ;| there being no diſpute at all a- ky 
bout the ofdinary and natural one, in the 1 
ſole uſe of our rational faculties, Now in _w 
the former ſenſe of coming from God your bs, 
Doctrine is truly very ſtrange and unac- Tax 
countable for a f age profound Philoſopher, as} 
and unknown. to any Moral Philoſopher of ries 
note before this time. For if this be true, lon 
then a Dqctrines of this kind, whereſoever Bl ma: 
found, and by whomſoever taught, whe- au 
ther Jew, urk, Pagan, or Chriſtian, an- be a 
com. 


tient or modern, paſt, preſent, or to come, 0 
=_ are, it ſeenjs, to be eſteem'd as coming infa!- | othe 
=  libly from God. And thus if any Doctrines fron 
= of this ſort ſhould occur in your Moral Phi- cert, 


ae, 8 1 muſt. wn ee. come aa | * 
Cad, and be ftampr with Divine Authority. 
And if 3 Cicero, — Plutareh, 


thoſe Principles' muſt likewiſe rome from 


God; and the Authors who teach them bid 


ical Dignity. Such, Pbila- 


letbes, are the worthy and natural conſe- 


quences of your firſt maxim; and indeed 


| you fairly own ſomething very much like 
it by declaring, that wif 2 Man ſpeaks to 
4 as from God, and could prove the 24 


« ufd Neaſonableneſs and Fitneſs of the 


thing which he teaches, you ſhould take 


«jt indeed as coming from God. p. 8x: And 


Ladd, that, whether the Man peaks 40 y 


vn God or not, if what he teaches car- 
ies a natural Regſonab leni and Fitneſs a- 


long with it, you ought by your excellent 
maxim 0 take it as coming from God; be- 
cauſe if the Reaſon and Fitneſs of the Thing 
be a certain and infallible Mark at all of its 
coming from God, it is equally ſo without that 
| other circumſtance of the Man's ſpeaking as 

from God. Otherwiſe your Mark would be 
1 certain and uncertain, fallible and e ible 


3 


Rone rack phy of.adets firs Principles, 
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vw dependent on ſomething extraneous and ac- 
cidental to both. Behold now, Philaletbes, 
what fine inſtructions you give us for a guard 
againſt Enthufiaſm and Impoſture in Reli- 
gion! By which every Metapbyſician and 
: Moral: N, t nat has wit enough to ſeaſon his 
Doctrines with this Moral Reaſon and Fit- 

_ neſs, is raiſed up into a Prophet or Evan- 
geliſt, and we his Diſciples are forſooth to 
take all his leſſons implieitely for Divine! 
Truly, Philalethes;- if theſe are your real 
thoughts, you are more a friend to Divine 
_ Faith, than any one would imagine by your 


to o the Reaſon and Fienth f Ti "TA 3 2 


frequent Sneers of it; and I'll anſwer for all 


the Chriſtian Fews this day in the King- g 


dom, that our new Philoſopher carries it 


higher by many degrees, than all of them | 
put together. But tis no wonder, that ſo 


ſtrong a cinfture of paradox ſhould appear 


in a principle, that is manifeſtly falſe and 
abſurd in itſelf, For as your Moral Reaſon 
and Fitneſs is founded in the natural Rela- 
tions of Perſons ang Things, ſuch a Mora! 
Reaſon &c. 
Mark of n 
Reaſonable: 


alone in Doctrines is a certain 


E of they. te n thevs them 


thing elſe, but of the T. ruth and 
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to 10 „en to en, Relations of Cuar. 


[ | Perſons and Things, and to ariſe directly I. 
— from them in the form of Moral Duties. ** 
, But how they are known, and from what 

d Autbority they proceed, whether from the 

i exerciſe of our natural faculties, or from 

d any ſupernatural Revelation, it does not in- 

is form us at all; becauſe a Doctrine evident- 

f- ly true and reaſonable, and founded in thoſe 

1 natural Relations, might perhaps be the iſſue 

to and reſult of mere Human Reaſon, employd 
1 in a diligent inveſtigation of Truth, with 

al out any particular diſcoveries from God. 

ne And that which in the nature of it is capable 

ur of coming from Man, can never from the 

Il ſame internal nature of it alone be prov'd to 

g. have come from God, i. e. in a way ſuper na- 

it tural; as the words imply. You, might as 


well tefer up to God all known Truths: in 
Mathematics or Natural Pbilgſopby, and at- 
tribute Sir 1/aac's Principia, or Euclid's E- 
lements, not to their genius and ſagacity, 
ſon but to a ſpecial Divine Revelation. : Where 
la- as Truth alone whether natural or moral 
ral proves neither of theſe to be God in the 


BROS + 


in proper ſenſe, nor is it any indication at all 
nd of their true Author and Original. I grant 
Mm indeed, an Moral or 3 Doctrines : 
to en 8 above- 


ona ovemention'd are Marks or Arguments tc 
I us GH. e hing Divine; ch e thers 
EEE have not, namely; of the Divins: Will-and 


Pleaſure with reſpect to thoſe Doctrines, by 
which they ate known not only to be Truths 
in Theory, but Rules and Laus to our Pra- 
&:ſe; but c ming from God, oughr to mea 
fomething more than #equir”d by God, name- 
ty communicated from him directly to Men, 
and bearing a Divine Authority as ſuch; 
whereas your Moral Reaſon and Fitneſs a- 
lone in Doctrines proves nothing of this; 
_ it only makes the Doctrine worthy of God, 
and capable as ſuch of coming from him; 
which nothing that is either fa//e or immo- 
ten obſervſd by learned Men, ſuch as T:/- 

_ datſon(p), Scott (9), Clarke(r) and many o- 
thers, and is withal fo plain in itſelf, that 
. *tis wonderful to mey how _ e464 
could eſcape it. | 
Howzver I am apy to falpet after 
alt-from dne or two odd expreſſions, that 
you really deſcenc to ſhuffling and quibbl ing 
7 wit chae phraſe of "IND 2 br 20 


* 


9 Tillefol Vol. Il. p. 498. rel. W 
q). Scott. Chriſtian Life Vol. II. Ch. 7. p. 3 643.8 Sow 
7 Clarke, Evidences Ee. Prop. IX; 

- intend 


tend HINGE with mere Sounds inftead Cy ay 
of Senſe, In p. 86. Reciting the ſeveral I. 
ways, by wa the Doctrines of Religion 
may de convey'd to the mind, you mei 
tion among others that of the exerciſe of our 
natural faculties, and then fubjoyn, In 
% whichfoever of theſe ways the Doctrineb 
or Truths of Religion are convey'd and 
« propoſed to the mind, their Evidence and 
4 Proof as coming from God muſt be till 
te the ſame, i.e. the Moral eternal Reaſon 
« and Fitneſs of the Things themſelves. A 
ſentence myſterious enough! And if owing 
to Art, not to mere Blunder and Confuſion 
| of Ideas, it conveys ſome curious hints of 
your occult Philojephy, tho we are much at 
a loſs to account for your Language. „ 
"Be whichſoever of theſe ways viz. by Inſpira- 
tion, or traditional mediate Revelation, or 
© by the exerciſe of Men's natural faculties 
c the Doctrines of Religion are conveyed 
* and propoſed to the Mind, their Evidence. 


_ « fay you, as comi from God muſt be ſill 
ce the /ame. Muſt it ſo? Then it ſeems 


_ thoſe Truths which are convey'd to the 
mind by the exerciſe of our natural faculties 
do in your new ſtyle come from God with 

| By 9 le . Evidence, than thoſe which are con- 
nd 8 n+ vey a 


ETC 


at Ars 10 &c. not the Mark &c. 
Luar. os to u by Inſpiration itſelf; and vice 
ſe. which come by Inſpiration, 
Evidence of their coming from 
God, than the other. For how ſhould there 
be any difference of more or leſs, where the 
Evidence is preciſely the ſame? The Reader, 
I believe, will be puzzled a little to com- 
prehend thi Doctrine, if he ſticks to the 
literal ſenſe ; but he's to know, that how- 
ever zealous and violent you appear for /i- 
teral ſenſes pn ſome. occaſions, yet the my- 
_ fiical and figurative is on others as great a 
favourite with you, as with any Chriftian 
Few of us all. Thus coming from God, 
which at firſt fight one would take to be re- 
veal d ſupernaturally by God, I ſuſpect will 
be found to| mean no more with you than 
Divine Truth, and Divine Truth no more 
than a Doctfine of true Religion or Morality: 
And in thi ſenſe (but no other) it 1s true 
enough, that Religious Truths diſcovered 
by our natural faculties may come from God, 
as well as thoſe which are reveal d to us 
initnedlately by God, If I am aſk d now 
5 for the key to this eaſy ſolution, we. have 
it, I think, conceal'd in more places than 
one. In p. 85. Divine Truth is expreſsly 
tan tamount ww coming from God, And i 55 


4h next, the Evid dence of any Doctrines as Cu ap. : 


coming from God is drawn ſolely from the 1. 
Moral Reaſon and Fitneſs of the Thing, and * 
is the ſams in all caſes. If ſo, and no Evi- : 
dence external to the Doctrine is admitted, 
then Doctrine true and reaſonable, and Do- 
ctrine coming from God are convertible terms, 
of the ſame extent preciſely, and of the 
fame ſignification. And hence it is, I ſup- 
| poſe, that in your Preface, coming. from God 
is made equivalent only to making a part of 
true Religion. For there you ſay, The 
Moral Truth Reaſon and Fitneſs of Things 
« is the only certain Mark of any Doctrine 
« as coming from God, OR, making any part 
ct of true Religion. And for the ſame Rea- 
ſon 1 preſume in p. 10. you leave out coming 
| from God, as implied in the Moral Truth of 
a Religion. For there we have the ſame 
obſervatiort as in p. 86. In whichſoever 
« of theſe ways &c. the Doctrines may be 
« convey'd, the Religion is ſtill the ſame, 
te and its Evidence or Proof the ſame, name 
* « ly, the Moral Truth, Reaſonableneſs and 
« Fitneſs of the Doctrines themſelves. Where 
the ſame notion, if Im not much miſtaken, 
if defign'd to be convey'd to the Reader, that 
Was Swen above, tho here we haye poly in, 
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1 Aust eng e an th ha tec. 
Cn Ab. mee. Evidence, that is 1 phe Pry 
I. being rn 3 way. coming ah: | 


— 12 how eee you are like 
to evade thoſe e abſurdities, which by taking 
your words in their vulgar and natural ſenſe 
an unwary Reader might too haſtily charge 
It is true, one would expect, 
al A cet would e ama nk 


be AE he hs; and 
deal with your Reader as you 
u may ſhuffle, equivocate, rattle, 
hing, to banter the Priefts, and 
ems, and ſtill be careſſed and 


= : 65 right, Þ { Fanden, not to d your 8 
= and if it is not convenient for you to be open 
and explicit; no doubt, to be dark and enig- 
matical, eſpecially if a Jewiſh O pponent 
may be prettily enſnar'd by it, will paſs for 
z pregnant fa 9 of hs tl 
W it. 


= - 
. : , 
oo 


TIT. I 
1 


r r 


i.. = . 


e aue, re: 
wengi if th fr ore of Cobdola d | 


lurk in the words, \In/þiration, Revelation v 


&c. which are things you often very grave 
| ly diſcourſe of, as not only paſible, but pro. 
able too, and even very uſeful to Man- 
kind; but how we are to come by any 
evidence of it, is to me incom prehenſible 
utterly upon your Hypotheſis. | Since ac- 
cording to thar, the Evidence of a Doctrine 
coming from God, and the Grounds and Rea 
ſons of Belief are preciſely the ſame, no more 
and no Jeſs in this way, than in the ordinary 
uſe of our rational faculties; which, I doubr, 
will be none at all in effect, if no peculiar 
proof, no clear ſuperiority of light belongs 


to one above the other. For where then 


are the Marks to diſtinguiſh them? How 
can we be ever aſſur d of an extraordi 
Revelation either to ourſelves or others, if it 
comes without any one Sign or Characrer : 
of its being ſuch? And how canive ever en- 
joy thoſe excellent aſes and advantages you 
talk of in any Divine Revelation, when you 
give us not ſo much as the means of diſco- 
vering the Thing itſelf? I muſt own your - 
way of ſtating the Evidence of Divine Truth, 
looks 3 to me i an "artful obliqus 
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on we are not to c 
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Fitneſs of Things is made ſuch 


explain'd : 
from God, 
or Matter. 
you give us 
&c.. which 
Writer wo 
leaſt attemp 
guments, af} 
of this Prin 
tho” you © 
without one 
poſers of it 


ve, muſt be deem d not to come 
nor any part of true Religio 2 
f Conſcience. And here 


one would think any. 1 odeſt 


Id either have declin' d, or at | 


d to enforce by ſome new. 
ter ſo many ſolid confutationz 
iple within theſe ſix years. But 
ly lay it down magiſterially 


ſequence to 
ſeems, to e 
FE. of mig 


ounter it over e a mat / 


ty ider and likely 00 


of Divine Truth, that all Do- 
ch have not that characters 


a revival of Chriſtiani 5 4 old ' 


rictle in anſwer to the late Opr 
or any one Argument of con- 
upport it, yet are WE, NAW, it 


| way. 
ter; 
W time 

nevei 
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dur en dean, 7 But duch ie e Cl. 
way of writing and repeating from one quar-" Lt” 
ter; and as chat is even pleaſing at chi 
time in Theological Matters, which [would 
never be endur d in cht Literary or Philoſo- 

phical, we muſt patiently ſuhmit to it, and at- 
rendas well as we can to xł nn e 3 
WZ Ar you now advance u 
is ſo contrary to the natural 
tween God and Man, ſo. -inconfilene Is. 
the vatious ſtares of Mankind, and ſo deſti- ; 
tute of any. real foundation, that I cannot 
help calling it an Opprobrium to Human 
Reaſon, and the preſent Age. It ſeems o.w- 
ing, like ſeveral other No oftrums prevailing / 
amongſt, us, to a groſs miſapprehenſion, or 
i of eas; old OT The 


roo, ne i 


y Mark me 


Pens 3 20 TY ecel | 
% Religion. coming from God i is, that the ; 
duties it enjoyns be all ſuch, as are agree- 
able to our natural notions. of God, and 
« perfective of the nature, and” conducrve t o 
*rhe happineſs of Men; and that the I 
 Grines it reaches, be: all ſuch, as tho? nor, 

" indeed diſcoverable by the 2 57 8 e 


0 an TS. When eee 


| et Moral 


* In his ſen 8 it © bs, that Dr, Wente alk * 
tene 

* ha For i 1 a direct Ret mig" Rig to kan 
Ha the fundamental didtites of Nature, fem 
ee cannot be of f Divine Revelation 60 And 555 
to the ſame purpoſe ſpeak Grotius (), Kun- belt 
berland (x, Bp. Williams (y) Mr. Lock: (z) MW TRL 
and many others; and as they have ſtated iS 
the matter, all is right, and no 9 755 beit 
Man wouſd refuſe to ſubſcribe to it. 2 
of late we are taught to the honour of * Bel 
tain another leſſon; and the natural nete. tive.” 
ſary Rela Hons of Perfons and Things (and i And 
thoſe only as known to us ſhort-ſighted Mi 


Creatures are made againſt all ſenſe 225 rea- Truth 
fon ſock! | Standard or r Criterion of * che 


69 c e Se. Fray n. e 5 
(4) Prideagx, Bett. to Deiſt. 20 169, Ed. FIN ,aſes, . 
00 ee, Org, Sue. B. Ir. Cr. V, 4 6. dee by you 
_ Part. I. Ch. 2. 7 "Fi 2 4 "ny „ Reader 
i (av) Grit. E B. 5 * e. 1. n 2 ' on ok 
x) -Cunibiland, Leg. Nat, p. 358. AER ne, th 
(»y) Willi « Boyle Lect. Serm. III. & V. . * Iglon, 
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| ſuch 
neſs i in it, can n appeas « to us, or be ſafely re- 
ceiy 4 as coming from Gad, whatever Te- 
1 and Evidence. i it be otherwiſe, at- 
d with... This now is the grand Poſi- . 
50 Which! is the Cardo of your whole Sy- 
fen, -and. what I hope to dif prove without 
much difficulty. In order to which, I muſt 
beſtow. a few words. on the term Doc- 
TRINE, chat ſo often occurs upon this head, 
'Tis.y well knawn, , that. Do@rine. compre- 
hends i in itſelf the. credenda as. + ol as the 
| agenda. of Religion, that is, the Objects of 
Bellie. (either matters of Fact, or f pecula- 
tive. Truths * 8 well as practical Duties. 
Aud of all theſe, ane would expect you to 
give us a general Criterion in the Moral 
Truth and Fitneſs of T. bings, as that is to be 
the only Criterion of Divine Truth, and the 
ſovereign. preſervatiye againſt deluſion in all 
Caſes. But how far the word Doctrine is 
by you deſign dato extend, is hard for a 
Reader to judge; tho tis obvious to every 
+, one, chat unleſs it takes i in all. parts of Re- 
sion, your Criterion is very "defeive. at 
f firſt. ſetting out, and will want a Companion 
C 2 to 
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98 oftrine or Precept, but Cn Ar. 
thoſe Relations, and as I. 
Aera! Reaſon and Fit- wy 
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Cray to take part of its Office. Soinetimes his 


AD true Religion.” 


tributes of 


Four Ci 


ing the Bei g and Moral Per fettions of God, 


Moral FN wt the a 


Do##rint is interpreted by making"a' part" of 
\ Pref:p. 8. Which charact- 
er extends to the *ſpetulative' as" well as the 
Practical parts of Religion; unleſs the At- 
God are conſider d by you a8 10 
z Religion. Again in p. 340 . 
rice jun is expteſſly applied both to 
Docfrinet : ind Practiſe, as including ]] 
in the Scheme. But ſometimes again this 
Doctrine is N we drt oblig d to comply 
with as u matter of Conſcience p. 86. Where 
the words Complying and cee import 
a Precept, the baſineſs of which is to go- 
vern Afions. Accordingly elſewhere you 
thus ſtate t Queſtion. « Whether any ra- 
<« tional proof can be given of '@ Command 
« or Law from God, where the Moral Rea · 
« ſon and Fitneſs of the Thing i is not mani - 
« feſted to the Perſon. p. 90. Is if the on- 
y Doctrinęs which you "ones 'were'Com- 
mans or Laus. And yet afterwards again, 
your Moral Truth and Righteouſticſs would 
feem to'comprehend the Doctrines 


Parts of in 


a canes ah 
ture State. p 
ly | are Thipg 
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. very different rom Laus and 
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omma! 0 5 508 7 * . as 1 can per- nA. 
Jive, we haue Riddle and Myſtery.chroughs ., 
out; and the anly effeQual-way o over CV 
throw ydur Poſition, is to take irin all hapes,, 
and diſprove' it in exery nçe. 
Pins then I will ſhew, that your Me. 
ral Truth &cc. from your natural Relations a 
| (as explain d above)is no Criterion at all, nor 2 
pofitbly” can be of /ome Divine Doctrines, 
namely thoſe. which are the objects of Be, 
| Hef. And 2d. That i it is no ſuſt and ade- 
| quate Criterion even of practical Doctrineg 
ing from God. As to the firſt : The 
caſe nde firſt ſight, that very few 
words upon it will ſuffice. The Moral 
TFrutb of one ſide, and the Doctrines here 
mention d on the other are ſuch diſſimilar 


heterogeneous: Things, and the methods of 
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= proving and che rules of judging of each are 
n- Ml © widely different, that tis impoſſible; for 
„dhe former to be ever a true Eriterion 87 oh 
in, latter. / Moral Truth, Reaſon and Fitneſs is. 
lc no more than Truth, Reaſfon'and Pitneſs 
n- in point of Morals, and with reference to 
od, che natural Law of Morality, it beſpeaks 3 
*.* was ſhewn before, a Dury of the profical 
re- lind, to which, as Dr. Cudworth 0 n 
ind | On Mor: lity. Ch. 2. p. 41. ET 45" * 
.. 


: 5 L {Rs and Works 177 te y 
ty, or to any: intermediate inte Ae b 
ings above js, or to aher State of our 
Souls and Bodies er World. Where 
bs the Cairo of all theſe in y Aral 
| Reaſon. ang Fitneſs? eſs s 125 ſe 25 of 
| | ledge and oo. not OF are: al Du ty 
/ and Fragte, Obedience. And rom 
Moral Truth &c. a Criterion. of them or. 
7 others. of the > like nature, would he juſt as 
wiſe and. r n 
Criterion of Aſtronomical DoQrines, . 
toric of G ometry,. or a Carpenters. We 
| of. Painting and Poetry... And yet I ſuppoſc 
| ſuch, ſteculative Dofarines may be proper 
L Subjeds c off.a Divine Revelation, and uſeful 
in the higheſt degree. 10 an ignorant and 
 idolatrous World Fame they ſhall real 


ly, come, from God: ee Nen mr 
Philalethes, inform [Wy a how g ur 845 5 af : 


5 Fen and: 10 fallible 
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aſcribe to it, of — Bending: clear in VV. 
| poine of © Religion,” and preventing all di- 
culties and diſputes upon that ſtore? p. 86. 
It is true indeed, as the beſt Writers agree, 
that Human Reaſon at large is ire ſome _ 
a Criterion or ſtandard of ſuch Doctrines, as 
all of them muſt be neceſſarily confiftent 
and reconcileable with the clear and true 
Principles of it; otherwiſe they could not 
| be admitted to our Belief as coming from 
God. "Becauſe what is not ſo, is inconſiſt- 
ent with that _ of Nature, aud Mea- 
fore of Kn , which God Almigh- 
ty has already given us, to direct us in Re- 
Ngious as well as other concerns of Life.” And 
our minds i in ſuch caſes can never be ſo ful- 
| inly aſſur d, that ſuch Doctrines 
reveal d by God, as they are by 
the diſtinẽt perception of their own Ideas, 
that they art abſolutely ag e. 80 that to 
yield our affent here, if it were poflible, 
againſt the plaineſt dictates of dur own Un- 
derſtandings, would in effect ſubvert the very 
Principles and Foundations of all Know- 
ledge, Evidence and Aſſent whatſoever, and 
wen our Wu faculties 1 uſeleſs. | 
25 4 | But | 


” th I's 
wt” SF c $1 
10 10 he tried, m 


he; Ideas o \ intuitive SRO. 
-Fridene Axi ams, or Demonſtra wo 
deduced. r gularly. * 1 em; 1 
 ConjeAtures:u and Suſpicions, . nog faints . 
ect Notions, or probable Opinions, arifing 
from Cuſtoß „Education, Prejudicees and 
the like; thoſe having no ſort of weight 
againſt clear Revelation, ſufficiently prov'd 
by other E idence. Becauſe, as Mr. Locle 
very rightly ſtates it, wbere fhe Principhs 
of — aka evidenc d a Haeften; 70 
inly falſe, there clear 
as aller 1 le of. Truth, aud 
Ajent, may determi nes an ought 
Zo aetermine onr Aſſent (4), the greater Evi- 
0 is caſe. being juſtly allow d to 
rl che eld. It is farther _ 


"inconfitent.vith the clear was Wu ab Ree 


- Jon;, otherwiſe, if chey are only ſuch, as lye t is 
” beyond and above our "Reaſon. either to dif- 2 82 
erer or cop Prehend, it is ſtrigtly demon- (9) F 

‚ "Ne 


(le) * * * 0 ay, 5 1 . Ch, XVIII. 55 9. | 
* e ſtrable 
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| re Gon Rb Again them; a 
nene eee wt carry it \ 
Mr. Tocke(s) and Mr. Boyle (u), and Mr. 
Norris (e have provid at large. With theſe 
limitations cherèfore Reaſon is allow d to be 
a pets ores d pleaſe, a Cri- 
E Di But even here tis 
| not . bur [metaphyſical Truth in the 
nderftanding, that is made a Cri- 
— Doctrines; and that only in 
a ngatiue way, as an Inder of what is falſe, 
not as an abloloitMosfure of what is rue. 
The former it nut be, becauſe we are aſ- 
| ſurd from the goodneſs: of God, who en- 
dued us with intellectual faculties, that tlie 
clear diftares of Reaſon are true, and hat 
is contrary to them, is erroneous; but tlie 
latter ĩt cannot be, becauſe our faculties are 


ite, and our 1 

therefore ineapable of Sept tg all 
Truth by its on Powers, or of being ever 
commenſurate with it. From hence then 
it is plain. that! Doctrines which are > noc 


0 Lice, was, 4 x RE 1 A Aren, 
(a) Boyle.” Reflections on 4 Thealo gical Diſtin&ion be, 
N19 Neun. Account of Reaſon and 1 Faith. Ch. 3, 4, 5, 7. 
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eee of their. Divine Aucho- | 
I Truth, Reaſon, and Ft 


; "ok of Ting. „ lp EBACE ERS 5 N 115 1550 5 5 
L us ſee now in the next plies) whs 


chas: thoſe, w 
dlergo that 

lone be pro: 
Now I main 


Moral Truth 


Criterion. 


Uriterion in 


hich are pradtical muſt all un- 
ryal univerſally,” and by that 
d Divine or coming from God. 
tain, that even of theſe 

&c. is no-juſt and adeguat 
By: juſt: and agequate, I mean a 

ch a ſenſe, that every precep: 


from God in all cafes and upon all ovegfions 


mende enti 
to it; oth 


zable 


ely and poſitively conror 


wiſe if it fail of this in any part 
aureus, E 


or àa matter 0 


> are not to receive it as Divine 
* Conſcienc Et Now I ſay, that 


ſuch a cults mity as this to your Moral 


Reeſon and 


nere to u 


| requir d 
gance and p 
it goes upon 
of which, is 
muſt tacitly 
or other of t 
nothing, but 
itſelf, of hn 


e in all practical Doctrine: 
as coming from God, cannot 
ithout the greateſt extrava- 
eſumption imaginable. For 
arious ſuppoſitions, every one 
palpably falſe and abſurd. It 
ſuppoſe and depend upon ſome 
e following Articles. . That 
what is ſtrict Moral Duty in 


dl 2 bitten, by 
our | 


rds, cha — 2 ber wit is — dl 
io be obſery'd ar all. times, can be proper 
5 gſonable to be done and enjoyn d 7 
an ne. 2d. Thar Ged, from whom W. - 
riv'd,/ and by whole ber alen der. 
nually ſubſiſt, can never refrain 2 
any one inſtance upon any ogcaſion, but 
7 5 our Reaſon ſees the abſolute Neuęſi 
of ſuch à reſtraint, antecedent to his poſi- 
tive Will. 34. That God can determine no 
indifferent Things by a Law, tho! Men may 
and do determine perpetually. 44. 
That all precepts from: God muſt relate 
/#lely to Religion and Morality, and even 
in theſe to che very Sub/tance and Conſli- 
tuents of hoth, not in the leaſt to anꝝ ſea- 
ſonable provifiens for the advancement and 
ſupport of it in the World. - 54h. That 
Whatever be the Moral conduct and candi- 
tion of Mankind in the ſeveral Ages of the 
World, and however various che Diſpenſa- 
| tions of Providence, yet the terms af ac- 
ceptance with Gad, and the means to EHap- 
Panels, eter * * be. Gill — the 


Jame. 


i pg of + i Moral "Truth" and 
Vos tn her Go es 
an Lok; Perſons ain *. — 4 


t the: © Ihr of of TY — 
w and illuſtrious Relation of 
—— 1 Things, producing of courſe 
new Truths and Fitneſſes of Things, new - 
Subjects and Objects of Duty. No if cheſe 
either in whole'or in part are not the Prin- 
ciples, upon which your Criterion of Di- 
vine Truth is founded, let us know;' Phila» 
letbes, upon what real Principles it it found- 
ed. But if theſe are the true ones, they are 
ſo big with Folly and Arrogance, an — 
ſuch ſtrong and glaring Character: 3 
that in my humble opinion that — muſt 
be a Prodigy of a Moral Philoſopher, — | 
ſincerely : embraces and ſeriouſly eſpouſes 
them. And to: — — ne- f 1 wil 


| i p. 295 196 3954 09 Ni 1 br. 3 
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Hock, ines coming; from: Gad 
mighty te b his; | 
tions and yer, the D irections 9. I. 
either in wo or in part, 1 1 77 of. ON. 
F* and Fitneſs 10 much talk d of... 'T be begin 
with thoſe, where the manner and circum. 
| fances, only of a Duty are ſuch. In the 
Duties of Man relating to himſelf God and 4 ; 


| and circumſtances of them, in che way 1 | 
| agreeable to himſelf, and moſt uſeful o 


Men. As for inſtance ; the worſbip of the 
| Supreme. Being ef (s) as well as inter- by 
nal is in general a Duty founded in the . 
| tural Relations of Perſons and Things, and. 
| is therefore in itſelf morally fit and regſon- 
| able, antecedent to any poſitive Will or La z pr 
but tis thus moral and neceſſary only in the 
general, without preciſely fixing the Form. 
or Time, ot Place, in which we muſt per- 
form it, aner yr tis Law Fi Nature a Wart 


| 00 10 a; ha hs Writers hal doubted, 7 
ther an external Worſhip of God can be prow d a Moral Duty. 
by the Light of Nature. But I am fully perſwaded, that 
it may, and entirely agree in chat Point with Baron Par 
andi (Offic, Civ, & Hom: L., I. e. 4. f. 6, 70 Df Sher- 
heck: (Relig. Aſſemb. Part 1. Ch. 2. j &y 2. Ch. 20 and Mr. 
Wellaflon (Relig. of Nat. Se&. V. p. 120. . Tan * 
a 1 an for entire ſacizfaRtion. | nn £544 
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oral OT 5 He He Ke. 
a 92 thay ru G, id 


here 
3 wo no one dn, 4 gi oe P. lake, which | 
is morally. neceſſary; antecedent to «poſitive 
Will; andy et fince all theſe mu be derer- 
£47 ib one way or other for the Take of 
Order and 2 ſcency, Whenever Publick Wor- 
ſhip is perfogm'd, the Almighty may fure- 
ly determine them Bine, it if he 1 by a 
particular command ; and by ſo doing would 
help our infi 0 5 and remove many un- 

| eaſy doubts and perplexities arifing about | 
it; in which caſe, thoſe Men would have 

A ſorry excule to plead for themſelves, who 
would not be preyail'd witch to receive any 
ſuch command as coming from God, only be- 
cauſe to 7herr | apprehenſions i it wanted a 2 
ral Fi itneſs and Neceſſity in the nature of 
Things, as diſcover'd to Human Underftand- 
ings by the light of Reaſon alone. Thus to 
be a little more particular, may God ex- 
preſſly require a certain portion of our Time 

to be ſpent in his Service or Religious Ex- 
 erciſes, and dertain Days or Seaſons-to be 
fer apart for that purpoſe; and he may al- 

ns appoint cert 115 Rites and Ceremonies to 
be uſed- in his Publick Worſhip; and 
certain Miniſters to officiate and preſide in 


ky and A ag what kind of Service ſhall 


þe 


Circumſtances of Mankind, 


Human Reaſon ſtood in great need of ſome 
| particular. Direction from abo 
| head, and without it would have Wes ba- 


conviſting of rares cog ory ns ; 
givings, or joyn'd wich ſotne' material Of. * 


fcrings; according tothe di auen ruten ane 


things in Neligi 


various occaſions; and that for 


Philoſophers (5) @ntient: and 


zled and diſtracted with endleſs difficulties 

Bor farther- 2d. Other Precepts may 
come from God, which in the whole . 
terial part of them neither have, nor can 


have ſuch a Moral Reaſon and Fitneſs, as 


1 contend fue”. + x We for un, _ 


7 


100 That eminem hs killen Mr. Then pI MA 
Reflections upon this ſubject with the following words. Vids 
adio, quam maxim? ratio noftira in Officio Hominis nobili ifs mo 
cuntiat, & in uantum Lumen Nature fine Lumine Revile*” 
tionis. caligine ft obduttum. _ Mque\ ia mul inteligds, cur 
is precepto Officium 'Hominis in hde parte dirigente addiderim,. 


Deum colendum N, ſecundum modum ab ipſo rel 
| Juriſprud, Divin. L. II. c. 1. f. 26. 


N Dr: Clarke, Biden. bn TY 
15 God 


by yt 80 
vereign Lord cd age e e 


benefit, eaſe, and ſatisfaction of — 
tures; it being acknowledg d by the wileſt 
that 


on this 


- 


End, the mo 


From 
1 er 


and An JA 5 Man. * the ms | 


ſubjects. of £ 


Things not morally. good and neceſſary. of 
Xt; tia and immutable Duties 


themſelves, ne 
by the Law o 


tally, as means exceedingly uſeful toward va- 
and made 10 either by che ge- 


luable Ends, 
neral conditic 
of Men. For 


firm d by the 
the Practiſe 

the World de 
thoſe which 
command th 
Diſcipline r 
diſtemper d 
fude; there 


ſtraints to the 
Paſſions; Tmpediments both without and 


ch injuntions as holy. 2 


Nature, but good igſtrumen- 


n or particular circumſſ 


it is tov notorious, and con- 


experience of all Ages, that 
true Religion and Virtue in 
ds upon other Rules, beſides 


Realities of it: There i is a 
uiſite to mould and form our 
onſtitution to x Moral Redti- 
uſt be Remedies applied to 

and Corruptions, and Re- 

Violence of Appetires and 


be caref ully remoy d, and 
i enſnar- 


e 
ir... „ he would act for an 
eee 


w the abſolute Nature, and | 


| ſion in 


and ; a 
cannot 


| curity 


Wiſdo! 
may. th 
lende I 


| ouſly TEL * 0 1 — 4 e ay” F * '-m wy £ 
| for" the.xecepricn of 12 25 Principles, to wYY 
| give em weight and and influence upon the 
| Hearts and Li\ of Men, and to nurture 
up the⸗ ſeeds: of Goodneſs to full (marurity- + 
N verſes 1 For this purpoſe, He . 
* what is in Man, an 
what at: 1. rimes is moſt needful and con- 
| venient or a ee as well as Tem- 
 poral view, may certainly, if he pleaſes, do 
for us, what in prudence. we ſhould endea- | 
vour to do for- ourſelves, —— is, provide” 
| by ſome wholeſome Regimen, againſt our 
manifold weakneſſes and diſorders, againſt 
| the varioud Wiles and ſnares lying round 22 
bout us, and train us up like Children in the © 
| way 4pe e ſhould go, and lead us with his own. 
hand to Holineſs and: Happineſs. - This, * 
| hope, would be eſteem d by all Men in their | 
wits, a moſt Kind and beneficent condeſcen- 
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a 
or Wh fon in che Supreme Being to his Creatures, 20 
li⸗ E roc be . N to aſe, who. 


may. den at pry time N in ay 1 pre- | 
gebe fuch a. i 2 nen to his * W 
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or . not 
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un . 
n and 1 neceſ⸗ 


fary in ther {elves., It may be here, as it 
3 in all Human Diſcipline; for the Educa- E 
tion of Children and Toftirution of Youth; ay. 
s the Rules, | 'by which” their manners fre or 
form'd, 'are not cor tracted within Jawful 7. 
añid unlawful, neceſſary and unneceſſary; Vs 
thoſe alone being very 1nfefficient Barriers 140 
againſt Vice and Error, without other ſub- 11 
ſidiary regplations of their Conduct, by ta 
which their actions are coffin d to much 51 
narrower bt unds, circumferibd in the uſe 5 
and mimbe even of lawful Grarifications, 1112 
to ſtop che very avenues and inlets ta cor- Fred 
races, Thus alſo may our Heavenly F: 4505 
ther deal With his Children; he. may give | deli 
them ſuch Orders and Statutes a as he knows WF Non 
are moſt ſuitable to their temper and con- Peop 
dition, the moſt likely ineans of Implant. hic 
ing the be! Principles, of raifing and con- fore, 
1 goßd Diſpoſtions, and producing woul 
Mo wr nmpral Habits, by which they may fectus 
'd in. a ſteady courſe of true Religion, WM Laws 
a d from that vitious Leaven, to with 
which Cuſtom, Education, - or the Exam; beſt ſu 


* < * 
: 2 


ſees 


ers 3 Wore them. F if he 
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TN 'of ; iel coming, } Th, God: 


| 42 hem already gone aftray ani "corrupted, Cu 45. 
be may then like a good Phyfician preſcribe _. hs 
ſuch Medicinal Reftoratives, as tho' per- HR 
haps neither abſolutely heceſſary. as. the only 
Cures, 1 nor of any uſe at alli in perfee- Health, 


are yet as good at leaſt or better than any 
others, and to Perſons 1 in that "Fekly ſtate 
extremely proper and defireable, Suppoſe | 


for inſtance, in an Age when the groſſeſt 


| 1dolarry and Superſticion were reign ning in 
the World, God Almighty ſhould. 


plea- - 
ſed to ma ke 7 an Extraordinary manifeſtation 
of his Will to a certain People, who ſhould 
be raiſed up fot a Light to an ignorant and 
wicked World; to bear witneſs againſt the 
Errors and Impurities of the Nations round 
about them, and to keep up a due ſenſe and 
Religious Worſhip of the only true God. 
Now in order to form and ſecure this 


People from the Vanities and Vices, to 


which they were addicted very ſtrongly be- 


fore, and afterwards continually expoſed, 


would auy method be more proper and ef- 
fectual, than to give them a new Syſtem of 
Laws, preſcribing ſuch a ferm of Religion, 
with ſuch Rites and Oblervances, as would 
beſt ſuir the temper and ſtare of thoſe Times, 
and be moſt afetting and engaging to that 
ER. = 3 : 


52 : Moral bath &e. uur cle Mark * 
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ing 


| 
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| 
| 


| Cn Ap. People; anc forbidding expreſſly ſuch prac | 
I. tiſes and uſages, as were moſt obnoxious ert 
Nin the other Nations, and of the moſt ma- fol 
 Tignant influence upon true Religion? 1 ane 
hardly belien e any rational Man would de- eng 
ny this, when the ve and importance of ſhe 
ſuch a method is ſo very apparent; and yet och 
tis very pl: in, that many of theſe Con- oe 
nmandi and Probibitions would be founded Lad 
is not on Nature ſo far as our views of it ex- ly f 
i tend, but ather on Accident as we ſhould ind 
il call it; no containing the Conſtituents of thy 
| true Religion, but the Inſtruments auxilia- wine 
nl! 7y to it and produZive. of it, not, neceſſary ſting 
1M in themſelyes and eternally unchangeable, | this p 
9 but in hat caſe of excellent Service, and 34 
1 made obligatory therefore in their Seaſon. groun 
1 Ir would be endleſs to give particular WF condu 
bo inſtances of ſuch Preſcriptions in all ſup- joyn f 
A poſeable caſes, and needleſs indeed to Men differs 
| of chought and penetration; ſince the very ſuppol 
Wi Idea of tha different fates of Mankind a- from ( 
4 bovemention'd will ſuggeſt variety of mat. ing the 
ter for new| Precepts negative and affirms- Wl lite At 
tive, eithei to eradicate prevailing ill Pra- ungues 
bf tiſes, or eſtabliſh better in their room. To bedienc 
Wi which may be added /5mbolical Obſervance, Wi {2.,, v 
| | inſtitated ether a8 W of 7 Blef- Nature, 
| 
ll 
1 
1 


ſenſe of their m 


grounded on moral Reaſons, and 
conducive to moral Ends, I ſhall now ſub- 
joyn ſome others, wherein even a pure in- 


and the danger of Diſobedience, under ſuch* 
engaging encouragements on one fide, and 


| ſuch impending Terrors of the' Lord on the 


other. This no doubt was the ground and 


| occaſion of many Precepts in the Jewiſh 
| Law, and rendred them 2%, and extreme- 


ly t and valuable in thoſe particular Times 


| and Circumſtances, and therefore very wor- 
| thy of Divine Goodneſs and Authority; 


which Precepts as I may conſider more di- 


ſtinctly hereafter, T do but juſt mention in 
| this place, and go on to another ſubje&, © 


' 3d. BesIDEs theſe Laws, r are 
. wifebly. 


differency to our apprehenſions cannot alone, 


| ſuppoſing other Evidence of their coming 


from God, be a ſufficient reaſon for reject- 
ing them. ' Becauſe fince God has an abſo- 
lute Authority over us, and from thence an 
unqueſtionable Right to command our O- 
bedience in any inſtance that he pleaſes; con · 
fiftent with his own Attributes and Laws of 
Nature, and fince infinite Wijdors may act 


. 


| ſings, e of paſt, and ae ” Ca Ar. 
| excite in Mens minds A conftant and ſerious + 


Lit... 
many Obligations to Duty, Dh 


Od Ar. in thel Cal upon 8 eee „ 
I. and without ny obligation todiſcovet them, 
it is impoſſible for us to prove @ priori, that 
Precepts co! cerning ſuch indifferent things 
either cannot or do not proceed from him, 
For how in truth foul we do it? Will 
any Man. pretend to demanra, how far 
reciſely - the ſupreme Governor of the 
orld will exert his Authority over us? 
That he will never reſtrain our Liberty in 
Things, in vhich we often by our own pri- 
vate Wills reſtrain ourſelves, or Human 
Laws and Ihſtitutions are allow to do it: 
That he never will impoſe ſuch Commands 
merely for the tryal and exerciſe of our O- 
+ 1 bedience, t tO teach us Humility, and an ab- 
miſſion to bis Will, and to exact 
Perſonal Homage, an implicit De- 
he Lord of Lords? I will venture 
to g. that tis impoſſible for us to demon | 
ſtrate theſe things, and we muſt both for: 


N 


get ourſelves and him too, if we attempt it. 
Far if a pe erfect nen ro the Will of 


. bt cortminy; 2 What ſhould Wade 725 
ticular inſtance being given by God 
ow herein 75 t jingle Virtue may be tried, and | 

ty COON And. _ q 
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Compliance with commands of God, 10 
which n z bur bis Will and As 
could oblige us? By ſuch an act of Obedi- 
| ence, his Sovereignty over us is molt ſig- 
ally acknowledg d, and the deepeſt Senſe 


| expreſs'd by his Servants of their entire De- 
| e upon him, and Subjettion to Him, 
For which reaſan alone, were there noother, 
it is Hm — 5 0 with due Modeſty, 
| Zommands of this ſeemingly 
indj nlforent kind are Re A | Rr, and 
bly expected from God, And if fo, 
the bare! Want. of your: Moral Truth is no 
cogent argument againſt their caming from 
| God, Tam very well an aware of the late Ob- 
| {tions on this head from Chriſtianity as 
| old, &c. and if you had tho ught fit to re- 
beat em, might have taken pooh 0 
conſider them diſtinctly. But that Eniploy- 
ment may be ſpar d me, when others (i) have | 
ſo lately and ſo fully diſcuſs d that point 
N and you, Rbilaletbes, have nothing 
0 urgy againſt —_ but a Dread of omg 
(7 Dr. C i k cb, tend, Ant . 
to "0: Gal: BE Vol. 72 13 ES td 7 : 
pf e Pier: ch. . | 
5 4 
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by God ina Supernatu 


ry Inſtance? That ſuch Rel 


noes of ich T hall x. 
3 1-7 ein) 9907 * contig 
44. If your Catholic: Criterion has 10 
lids uhr inthe ſÞe' 8 


it will ce rainly have much 0 i. hol. 
which foll dw. For * e een . 
tions of Pe rſons and hinge, unknövon 


the Ligbt of Nature, ſhould be ever r jea q 
val Way, and new 
Obligations and Duties ſhould ariſe from 


them upon Mankind, what will bect 


your Mora Tech ac. in 2 exrraordin 


ſible; 1 opel no wiſe or nodeſ 

will deny q and that God may A ma- 
ny Truths to Men, which their Rational 
Faculties dould neyer teach them, I ſup⸗ 


poſe to be likewiſe. jndifputdtle;. and that 


certain Means there are of knowing, when 
God does really vouchſaſe ſuch extraordi- 
nary Communications to Mankind, {ball be 
ſhewn here: after, Now: ſuppaſe anly ſuch 
Relations obe once made known, there 
will then appear of courſe reſulting from 
them certain Fitneſſes of Things and Acti- 
ons, as well as from any known Relations 


. And if Mes r umediately 
4 0% * 1 8 55 and 


B 


of 


vi 


0D GW O00" 


- — 72 
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our apy 85 Duty "will 3 be affected 
by them, and theſe moral Rule muſt be 
ſuited to them. For as a late ingenio ous 
Writer has' juſtly obſery'd,” the Way in 


„Which theſe: Relations are made known, 


« whether by Reaſpn or Revelation makes 
« no Alteration in the Caſe; ' becauſe the N 
Duties ariſe out of the Relations theni- 
« ſelves, not out of the Manner, in Which | 
« we are inform'd of them (#)- Thus for 
inſtance; if Revelation ſhould diſcloſe to: us 
a wonderful Scheme of Providence, carri 
on by two divine Perſons: in Conjunction 
with the Furben, for the Recovery and Sal- 
vatian of Mankind, repreſented by that 
Revelation in à State of Ruin: In which 
Scheme the one bears the peculiar Office of 
Mediator; and the other of our Guide and 
Sanctiſpe-: Theſe reſpective Offices of thoſe 
two divine Perſons, and their Relations to 
us once clearly diſcover d, will directly pro- 
duce new Obligations of Duty upon us; 

and the grand Tranſaction itſelf conducted 
by chem, will be a neceſſary Foundation 
for new-divine pts. This in general 
is as evident to Reaſon, admitting only: the 


. Buthp. y Ge Pr. 11. N 14. . 


. ariſe from ff 6 nature} and viſible Relations 
FUG and Man, or betwe od Man' | 
„ By now I ask, how your M5. 
ral Reaſon. &c. will intrude itſelf here? 
How that car} be ſer up for a juſt Criterion 
of Divine Truth in Supernatural Affairs? 
Four Moral Truth &c. will extend no fur- 
ther than the ag Law: of Nature, on 

which it is fo and to which-it refers; 
and that Mor- ro conſiders no other Re- 
lations, but thoſe which are diſcover d by the 


Light of Nathpre, and the eternal immutable 
Principles of it are adapted ſolely to that 


Meaſure of Light: Hitherto they carry us, 
but no farther ; and your Moral Truth &c. 
muſt likewiſe be reſtrain'd within the ſame 
bounds.” - Here it leaves us, and we muſt 
e en —— — in the pre- 
ſent Caſe. Indeed when the Exiſtence of 
ſuch Divine Perſons, and their Proceedings 
with reſpect to Man are reveal'd, Human 
| Reafon will diſcern a fitneſs of ſome Religi- 
ous Regards th thoſe Perſons, ſuch as Ho- 
nour, Worſh my Love, Truſt, and Hope. 
But if it offers to preſcribe the whole of 


What is nece ii. ary to be done in this grand 


Affair, and te fix the Terms,” upon which 
Wo ** 2 + i =. * C 82 1. yy + Vo * . EN N 
42 —* A, g oy 8" — . . 

: . | Y 


2 -4 - © 


& l and muſt . by Men, it (well 


bear the very Thought, that the b ˖ 


Judge, and ought to determine . preciſely, 


Poctrines upon this head, which do not ex- 


1 5 „„ e 0 


e 


Fee | er d cadmas 7 us, Cx 4 . 


then inco 3 Jain Belf-ſuſHciepcy, aud may; WVY! | 
prove very fatal i in the End io the addy 
Idolizers of it. No one indeed but an arran 


Vaninus in conceit and Preſumption 


obnoxious: Sinner. himſelf muſt be e . 


what of Atonement, what terms of 
Recanciliariony what Means of Grace, 
what Degrees and Conditions of future Hap» 
pineks, it is ,t and proper for the Lord and 
Judge of all Men to decree; o that — 


actly agree with bis Schemes of Salvation, 
muſt be deem'd of no divine Authority, 
tho all the external Evidence in the World 
appear'd in ſupport of them. But I would 
hope, Philalethes, that your Sentiments are 


more humble and moderate, and that Moral 14 


Truth Reaſon and Fitneſs have not ſo.en 
groſs d your Thoughts and even turn d your 


| Head, as to inſpire you with ſuch whe 


pant Flights of ArFoganer 
Bur to conclude, 


The laſt Inſtance in os your Gin, 
0 N fail br is in * #4 Lows: of - 


x. \ +4 
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A : 3 to Reli d Morality. And thofe are of a 


| * . Civil urs relating to 2 vil oclety, and 


enacted purely for 7 A uſes, For what 


refQting at any time in ſecular Affairs if he 
_ pleaſes, wad rom ſetting himſelf up at the 


Authority oper it? Why may not He in 
ſome primitive Age of the World take a 
certain Peo pl var = his immediate Protec- 
tion and 80% rnment, and eſtabliſh a Body 
of Civil Laws for the preſent Benefit of that 
particular N. tion, and for a noble Exem- 
175 plar of politipal Wiſdom to other Commu- 
nities, and to manifeſt his 'own Superior 
Power and Authority over all the tutelar 
Gods of other Nations? Surely chat Being 

| who form'd us for political. Society, and 
- _ made ſo many Temporal Bleflings the Fruits 
of it, might add to thoſe Bleſſings, if he 
thought fit, by putting the Adminiſtrati- 


Wiſdom, and Power, and Goodneſs, from 


well as fingular Benefits and Advantages to 


And 


Joc which have no relation in Ae : 


ſhould exclude the King of Kings from di- 


Head of a State, and aſſuming a Legi/ative 


on of it in ſome Inſtance under infinite 


whence many uſeful Leſſons and Effects 
' might bederjv'd to Mankind in general, as | 


-” his own immediate Subje&s in particular. 


i Berri, ni toc 44 1 
hot of this too, with your Leave We. | ſhall En as, 


MW confider the Jeuiſb Polity: as an eminent I. 
f Inſtance in fact; to the Laws of which State *. 1 
3 the Codes of Athens and Rome and other bil 
= 7 Kingdoms owe a great deal more I; am 2 1 
. than the Generality of Men are aware of. al 
. But now if the very Hypotheſis of ſuch a f 
1 divine Legiſlature be neither impoſſible. in | 1 
q 4 beory, nor without Confirmation by Facts, 4 
; how is your Moral Fitneſs &c. a Criterion. 
; of ſuch ſort of Laws, as coming from God? ö 

Muſt every Civil precept from Him be 4 
founded in the natural Relations of Perſons 


and Things, antecedent to any poſitive Will, 
and eternally znalferable as thoſe. Relations 
themſelyes? Pray apply i it to Human Laws 


4 of the ſame kind, and then every. Man of 
: common Senſe will perceive the Abſurdity 


ind mifchievous Effects of it. For let i it 
once be admitted, and it cancels directly all 
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5 National Laws, and in conſequence of that = 
1. diſſolves the very Frame, and defeats the ti 
s primary Ends of all Civil Government. If 
= FRoM' what has been ſaid then, 1 hope || | 
as | the two Propoſitions, which, I firſt under-, 1 
book to make out, are now pretty plain ad, 4 
5 ſufficiently eſtabliſh'd, vis. 3 
1. % Truth, e und Fig of things, 


8 neee; 
= 1 U 


q 
1 


0 Moral * 7 8 2 * 1 Mart & 5 
i "neither at t infallible Mart of 4 Din 
4 rines as coming from God, nor any juft and 
adequate CG Terion of f. och Dodrines. Al 
that re mins, is only to obviate in a. few 

Words, ſome little fürmiſes of. yours and 
; Apprehy ner or Sof diſmal Effects, that 272 


pres ji yout: kind Advice, 224 
; Joo often cry out with, rreat Sen 
Nauk will 
” 2 ly « adbe 4% this Principle and Crit. 
Lion of yours, their Under/tundings and Con- 
Hiences muſt be continually under the Influ- 
ence. and Direttions of Enthufie ofts and In. 
ors, Tha we cannot quit this and truft 
40 0 any thing 4 elſe, vit bout expoſing our ſelves 
| 25 the Delufion and Impeſture in the World. | 
"That if this be not allow d, there can be m 
trac and certain marks and bounds of Religi- 
vn, but the | erofſeſt Errors and moſt Diaboli- 
= Delufiop is might be receiv'd- as Divine 
Truths. p. o, 86, 88, 346. Good Philate- 
bes, take 00 urage, and never frighten your- 
elf and others with fuch imaginary Mon- 
Rers and Bygbears, If indeed we could not 
uit this P inciple of yours,” bur we. muſt 
eſently renounce our Reaſon and Senſes, | 


and Fwallox DV every fiction 3 that 
4 eon 
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. thuſiaft would Mimpele upon us, chere e 


be ſome Danger; and Ground for ſuch a 
Panic. But the Cafe is quite otherwiſe; 
we may ſtill be 10% and cautious, and guard- 


| ed ſufficiently, if we pleaſe; againſt theſe 
Diaboliral Delufions, tho we take not y your 
Moral Reaſon and ee &c. = our cer- 


ne Truth. 


We Bade other Criteria, other. 115 et and 


Evidences, by which we may judge with 
| great certainty” of Divine Revelation and 
Authority in Doctrines, tho your's are ſee 
alide as exceedingly incompetent and falla- 
cious. We are not to believe every idle 
Pretender upon his bare Word, but ma may 


require the” Proofs and Credentials. of his ” 


Miſſion from C od; and if we are not 9 Want 
ing to ourſelves: in K owleds 2 and Diligenc ey 


(without i Beh even your 1 W nb: 


will ſignify nothing) I will venture to a 


ert, that b a > we may diſcern Truth 


from Ertor 4hd Realities from Fiction With 
more cfearneſs abundantly, than a any other 
matter of Fact ever was or can be Mare 
by any Authority whatever. - g As ro fixin 

the certain Marks and Bounds of Reli — 
in ſuck manner, as to keep Mankind always 


clear 
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char in or 17 be. of Religion e e ll 
Errors fk Jorru ptions of the World; it is 
.axhing. impratticable in iclelf, conſidering 
5 
arelef ‚ neſs, . Weaknels, . Inattention, 
ne Education of the Generali 
ty; and even your Moral Reaſon | &c, (what. 
ever Beauties and Virtues, you. conceive of 
It in Theor: 1) would prove in the Experi- 
ment, whe y every Man, applies i it for him- 
7575 a meie Lesbian Rule, and that v very 
Noſe of Wa x, with which you afterwards 
| compliment” the Scripeure. It would be 
ever changing, and turning, and moulded 
into numbefleſs forms, according to the va- 
rious Apprf henſions, e and No- 
tions of thoſe who make uſe of it. And 
till you can diſcovet ſome new. Specific 1 to 
inake Men infallible and impeccable, 2 per- | 
fect cure of all diſtempers in the Mind, is 
As. mere 15 Ubimera as one. of thoſe in the 
Body. efore all that is poſſible to be 
done, 200 teaſonable to be expected, is-t0 
find out. thoſe Means, which with Care, 


Ignorance, : 


Attention, 

duct us to 1 
thoſe are in 
4 aye eve 
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nd good Senſe will fafely con- 


he End we aim at. And what | 


the preſent Caſe, by which we 


jo Prophet, — ſecur'd fuf- 
Friend 
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Deception, will next be ſet Cnar, 
frm eber OR * 


CHAP. u. 


— 2 *. proper 8 f divine 
| Revelation in general, and the Uſe of 
Miracles and Fynn: in that View, 


T belog. provid in che pages pres * 

I that r | 

| trines coming properly from God, in the 
| Moral internal Nature of the things them 

| ſelves; we muſt look for theſe Marks and 
| Evidences, if any ſuch can be given, in — 
ſomething el rn and d;ftinF from the 5 

| Doctrine itſelf, manifeſting an extraordina- 

y interpoſition of God, and his plain Tefti- 

nony to the Truth of what is alledged. 1 

ſpeak here chiefly of that ſort of divine 

Revelation, which is uſually call'd Mediate, 

where God Almighty does not communi-- - 

ate his Pleaſure to us directly himſelf, but 

by other Men acting in his Name, and pre- 

tending a divine Commiſſion from Him to 

that End. As to immediate or Inſpiration, 

the Evidence of that to the Perſon inſpir d 

will be thoſe OS 1 and bright 

E 2 


IS 
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s of THY 


JI. doubt, the God of the: Spirits of. all Fleſh 1 
can work ag effectually upon the Spirits and 6 
Minds of Men, and yield as clear Manifeſ- 7 
tations and as forcible Convictions of his own 10 
Preſence and Operation, as he can of his 41 
own Action and Power upon our Bodies, «7 

or any Mattrial part of the viſible World. 64 
That God can accompany his own Reve- ty 
lation with|ſuch a clear and overpowering 46 

« Light, as ſhall diſcover to us the Divini- FP 

e ty of the m, and fatisfy us beyond all 45 
« doubt and ſcruple, I think no Man can «ts 
doubt, ſays a great Prelate (7), that con- & lh 

« ſiders the vaſt Power and Influence, which 4h. 
He muſt needs have over our Underſtand- 10 1 

<« ings, who made them, and knows the « Ge 
«Frame of them. if this be granted, © gi 

e jt is not nece e particular | 405 

* way how it is dos it being a thing not « M 
to beexpreſs'd in words, but to be fel 10 10 
and expefienc'd. So that the Argument WW .. at 
aby which this perſuaſion of a divine Re- n 4th 

« velation js wrought in thoſe that have ib, 7 

« is inward Experience of that full Satisfac- K 8 
tion and Aſſurance, which they find to es 

(1) Tilhtſen. Vol. III. Serm. 167, Comp, Fenkin, Reaſon And of 

f Chriftianity, Vol. 2. ch. © diſpute 
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Dae ag e at be cout 
| oy of which they. can give no Account Ii. 
| « froth themſelves. And 2 good Man fe- 


a #* feding upon himſelf, and this Afyrance 
1 « that he Hinds in himſelf, may be able to 
s give himfelf a rational Account of it, and 
„ < Garisfy Himfelf, that it is not a flubborn 
. beef and an o4/inate Conceit of things 
- WH * withour any ground or reaſon. Thus he 
s WH * finds it is a eig Impreſſion,” and doth 
not ſpring from himſelf, nor bath! it's riſe 
from thence; therefore he aſctibes it to 
an WF © ſome Spirit without himſelf; and he be- 
„ lieves there is a God, that can and proba- 
ch ee bly dot communicate himſelf to the 
d- * Minds and Spirits of Men; and that his 
the Wl «© Goodneſs is ſuch, that he will nor ſuffer 

= «< good Men, who do heartily and fincerely 
lar Wi <  defire to know his Will, to be under a 
Ja "Neceſity of Deluſion (which they unavoid- 
Lably ate, if they may then be deceiv d, 
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Re- * when they have the greateſt Aſſurance, and f if | 
- * cleareſt Satisfaction, that ſuch a thing is : i | 
* *reveal'd to them of God) and from thence = 1 
1 co fl be reaſonably concludes, that he ought | It 
dot to queſtion the matter any farther. 
b. And of this, Philaletbes, there ſhould be no 


« be Wi Uiſputs; at preſent berween you and me, ſince 
| x E 4 | N in | 


7 | of Divine R : V4 / ; 10 1 * : 


t leaſt you 1 ſuppoſe it all along, and 
allow the reality of it; and what is more, 


contend even for the eminent »/e and neceſi- 
ty of it to kind. Thus ſay you, If 
God ſpeaks to me immediately and direct. 


« Jy, I believe him upon his own Authority, 
« without any Human Interpoſitions. P. 84. 
| Where let me obſerve by the way, if in this 
Caſe, which ih effect is the ſame with In- 
| ſpiration, you would believe God upon his 
own Authority, you would not, I think, 
build your faith ſolely upon the moral reaſon 
and fitneſs of the thing; ſince to my appre- 
henſion it is 4 flat Contradiction to believe 
God upon his own Authority, and at the 
ſame time to þelieve him only upon the no- 
ral fitneſs of the thing, fl. e. not at all upon 
his Autbority] but ſomething elſe. Again, 
« The Doctrines and Obligations of moral 
Truth and F Righteouſneſs may be convey d 


© ebb il Revelation from God. p. 5- | 
. \ And in p. 82. (without ſtrange 

fineſſe and cl icanery) you muſt racitly ſup- 
poſe a peculiar Certainty convey'd to a Man's 
Mind by Inſpiration or immediate Revelati- 
on, and that the Knowledge of any Truth is 
9 9 d to. TOs thus rh 15 as U 47 


as a new. Light ſuperadded by God to the 
other, and of excellent Uſe to Mankind in 
the diſcoyery even of Mural Truths; a juſt 
| and grateful-Senſe of which you endeavour 
very commendably to raiſe in thoſe conceited 
Gentlemen who want it. So that to all ap- 
| pecrance we are perfectly agreed in this firſt 
point, both as to the thing itſelf, and the 
particular Evidence of Divinity attending it. 
Bur the other or Mediate is the divine 
Revelation which you cannot digeſt by any 
means, and the ſtrongeſt Evidence that can 
ever be produc d for it, Miracles and Pro- 
| phecy, you treat wich much diſdain and 
Ridicule. They are all deluſive and tri- 
fling with you, alibeding no rational Grounds 
of Aſſent, and no clear diſcriminations of 
Truth from falſhood, To begin with Mi- 
| racles, Vou tell us, that «© They alone con- 
| * fider'd can prove nothing at all, and 
 * ought to have no weight or influence with 
any body. Nay. not only alone confider” 4 
ue they ſo inſignificant, but . They never 
| *can be taken for the Proper: 8 or 
Proof of * — hemi and 
| FURY it 


one} #6 much asjuf vify 


b 6 ena] Salva 8 ups it, that Miracles had 
«/been wrought for he proof of r ff ig 
« mer Ages. pf. 98, 99, 345 Here, Philo. 
lethes, I preſume you talk in your Deiſtical 
Capacity, putting off the Chriſtian. for a 
while; this being the conſtant Language of 
all your renowned Predece Tors in Chriſtian- 
Deiſin, the Blounts, Tindals, Shafteshurys, 
Moolſtons &c. Who had all, it ſeems, too 
much Mit to have Faith in Miracles, and 
hugg d with exceflive Delight that old ſmart 


ſaying among the Greeks,  ©avp | 
Miracles are for une But lor us oe what 

you offer in d 0 ine. The 

Sum and 80 


all that you” 
can be no ( 
*6f working Df 


| acer and the 
6 rag work Miracles; * 98. $0 e | 


— ae dls but abe 
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them as de as che true. 


to prevent * — and eder upon 


wid — of * rd 

| It is evidentiy a relative Term, JA capable 
of different 80 S actording ro the diffe- 

rent Views and Lights in which it is con- 

| fider'd; and the different Relations which 


things, And tile Timagine, is the true 
Reaſon, - why' ſo many writers difagree in 


ind eyery ongalmoſtis liable to ſome adn: 


Perſons wor er — 
ert were 1 


in our Ideas it m j ſecretly bear to other 


their Account and Deſcription of a Miracle, 
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7. e Diuine Rebellion 
Cn Ar. of Blame a kts es "Nox: FR muck 
— from any gre * or Difficulty in 
che Thing itſelf, as becauſe their un. 


tions and F preſentations of it wer 
rial; each Writer endeavouring to oc: 


to one particular Form and King, that which ni 

really is vari Ms in Specie, like any. other gent 

thing which admits of Sorts or agree. and 

Thus if you deſine a Miracle accordin Man 

the bare Etymology of the word, by the mar: Eff 

ner in which it afe&s a Spectator, born 

apparent Nature of it to bis Ap prehenſion, For j 

we may call it with ns 25 JSenfible WW 41+ i 

Operation which being abovethe Comprehen- catio! 

fon of a SpeFtator, and in his Opinion con- of an) 

trary to the ſtabliſi d Cuurſe. Nature, is WW : wor 

taken by Him to be divine (m). This is the | Mirai 

- loweſt; Notipn a ofs Miracle, and it muſt ai Thin 

be confeſs dl very. much expos d to the ing ' 

late ſevere Ce A ky (n) beſtow'd upon it, and WW Man 

of little Uſe in our. preſent. Enquiry. But WW of / 

if we. riſe a ſtep, higher, and would only WM vr 

expreſs, what it really ſhould be in ite, beim 

to become roperly and truly a Miracle 10 2 

us, We may | rm it, an unuſual and Jenfible (0) Cu 

| E fed, Wa evidently. etther. in the e, 11 0 

| .) Lock. Diſcour of Mine. vel 3 Tel. 7 1) Le Cl 

i boy e eee + fa 457. * *. endl 

| bye | e 
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60 peta 1 
late Writers have — the Senſe of na- 


Gonification of teat to 5 all — 
ii; under God, as well as n 
zaterial Cauſes,” I add alſo in the 
Mewes well as the Marter, becauſe ſome. 
Effects may be truly Miraculous as to the 
former, without being ſo as to the laced. 
For inſtance, -when a Diſeaſe, chat is cur- 
able in itſelf by Time and medicinal Appli- 
cations, is inſtantly heal'd without the Uſe 
of any ſuch Means, by the bare Urterance of 
a word, or the touch of a garment &c.” But 
| Miraculous it is in the Marrer, when the 
Thing effected is ſuch in 1% as the rai- 
ing the Dead to Life, giving” Sight to a2 
Man born blind Ec. And in this Definition | 
of a nple Miracle concur the great Cu. 
wy (o). Epiſcopius (p), Tillotſon (% Moj-" 
beim * and Le Cn (5); with whom 


F 
5 brd. 687, oel. Sed. 1. ch. v. 5. 89. en 
In tut, L. jv. cap. 13. () Tilots. Vol. II. Serm. 175. Pm. 
495. fol. (G] Moſeeim. Apnot. in Cadav. ub. ſup. 5. 86, 
0 Le Clere. Lett. 2.4. 2, 4, f. added to his Caus: of In- 
A 14. Pueumatolog Sect. 3. cap. 8. | 


Fangen, as a Di e Teen in Perm 
1 1 we muſt then to the Cha- 
ee jen. chav _ — 3 
oe Seine Cam 7 fo P, 
fon. In this V e it is, that By. 0 
Higſus (), Werenfelfms (a), and Dr. geri 
conſider and d fines Miracle. Again 4b. II 
we would intimate in the very Definition 
| 1ppos'd Mea: dee 
Mos $ t 1 e Nature of the works them. 


| * ahd abi . of Nature. 
Which Quality is therefore expreſs d, 2s 
tis certainly ir aplied in the higheſt kind of 
Miracles, 0 the. Learned, ee, (c ) I 
N 5 | 
601 Clarks. 80 Joy of Nat, and Rev. Relig. 2311. 
Ed. 5. ( Leng. Bayle Lect. Serm, 13. p. m. 389, 399, 396 
(5) Kidder Demonſt. of the Meſſiah. Pe. 1. ch. 5. p. 42, 4% | 
51, fol: (x) Wits: Meletemat. Leidens: Differt. 5. (a) We. | 
 renfels. Oper. Diſſert. 5. Ed. Bas. 1718. (6) Rogers. germ. 6. 
Vel 1. by Stillingp. on 2 2. ck. 9 P. 170. fol. 
tk 
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1 "which - in ** Minds. v6 differene 
writers might form theit Notion of a Mi- 
racle, we may both account for the great 
variety of Expreſſions upon this: Subject, 
and eaſily, I think; reconcile the Sentiment 
of ug Learned Men concerning it. I de 
not ſay all for there are certainly two claſ⸗ 
ſes of Men, ho never can agree in their 
Principles either with. one another, or the 
vriters of the three latter Diviſions, namely 
- thoſe of Mr. Locke's. Opinion, and thoſe thilh 
behind, who will allow ao Effect to ba pre- 
perly a Miracle, but what requires an infor 
| nite Power to produce it. I ſhall not en, 
large here in Remarks on theſe. differeng 
| hypotheſes, but for my own Part chuſe tho 
ſecond: Definition of thoſe aboyemention'd, 
is chat which both Aan oe ſe 
the een of thoſe which Its» e —_ 
few things being premis is d, let us now hear, 
0 Alphons. Turretin, « Oper, Tom. 2. Difſert. 7. p. 174; 


. beet Eifey en Mirada. 5. . b. D 
The 8 25 3 8 . way 
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Bvide) wars Divine Revelation 
Ar Philalethes, wharyou have advane'd aun t 
= II. — either with reſpect 

= * may be call'd| Original, as perceiv'd imme. 
=: diately by the ſenſes of Spectators, or thoſe 
which are fraditionary, as convey'd to us 
only 4 per _ pops or Ing Wik- 


dees. e ſupp 
= Wc; ow? 5 bat 95 Adden b webs. | Phen 
| der d can pfc ve nothing at all, and ought a 
A to have no weight and influence with any | but t 
Body. Here by Miracles alone confiderd, WW 2 * 
I ſuppoſe: you mean, Miracles conſiderd Perſo 
apart by themſelves, and abſtracted from the fine f 

' Quality of the Doctrines taught then by and b 

ths Worker of Miracles. Well; admitting thy ol 

for the preſent, that Miracles thus confider'd N 

alone can prove nothing; what is this to wan 

your pur poſe o proving, that Miracles can conf g 

prove nothing in any Circumſtances, that Wi {ratio 

| e they never can be taken for proper Evidenc auc 

* / Dottrines,| and ought in 10 Caſe to have 0 © 
any Weight pr Influence with any Body? | be ple 

You are r 2 yourſelf to give them even that n. 

alone ſo Fo weight aud influence aftcr- ill and as} 

wards, as to raiſe and demand the Attention | that nc 

of Men to he Doctrines then deliver'd; | I, for 

which I will prove by and by to be of much Wi r 0 

And cor 


nee: d you was aware of. 


r 


more Conſeq| 
. : 5 N : x Fo 


* 
a> 95 4 


ried 36 Pre wig even to as —.— of = 
| ing proper. Evidence of thoſe Doctrines. 
Not indeed as Principles of Knowledge, from 
whence Propeſitiont arg deduc d, but as clear 
and indiſputable Teftimonies to a Fact. For 
| ſuppoſe theſe Miracles not mere accidental 
| Phenomena, unattempted, unforeſeen, and 
unexpected by any Man in this juncture, 
but to be wrought upon a previous warn- 
| ing and at the ſpecial Inſtance of certain 

Peri „and likewiſe ſux peradded to Doct- 
 rine from thoſe Men, 4, is perfectly good 
and beneficial in itſelf,” and every Way WOr- 
thy of God; Will Miracles in this Caſe too 
| prove nething at all, Philalethes? Depend. 
upon it, more than all your Logic would, 
confute. They would ſhew. to Demon- 
lation, that God Almighty does atteſt 
and confirm the Truth and divine Autho- 
ity of that Doctrine. Becauſe. it would. 
be plain from the Nature of the Effects, 
that no Human Power could produce them; 
and as plain from the Quality of the Doctrine, 
that no evil Superior Beings would aſſiſt in 
it, for the Benefit of Mankind and to the 
| Ruin of their own Intereſts in the World; ; 
| and chat Mat * muſt 
be 


arr dunn to * ame thing, by 
pirits acting under Bid Direction, and 
nt Subjection and Obettietice to 
, $6 mat here the Supreme Being 
; muſt appear to acknowledge and approve the 
Doctrine as iN own, and to ſeal as ie were a 


ſeeing 17 e, ſince all agree, that the moral 
Attributes of God render it abſolutely im- 
poffible u Him to atteſt a falſhood, and 
confirm an Impoſture (g). But of this more | 

hereafter. The objections with you againſt 
any ſuch inferences from the Miracles are 
only theſe. | iff. That there can be no 
Connection between the Power of work⸗ 
if King Miradles, and the Doctrines taught 
4 by the Mitacle- workers. Why not, pray, 
Phbilaletbes? Give us one good Reaſon for 
poſſibility, if it be only to im- 
prove a little upon poor Dr. Tindal, who | 
afſerted Exad y the Lats thing before you. 
deed,” that a conftant and neceſſa- | 
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kers. ching, with which Mi- 
racles are immediately and univerſally con. 
| nefled of eek, is their Cauſe efficient, 

ie. a ſupernatur ral Power with reſpe& to 
us, But how will you ſhew, that Miracles 
and Doctrine can neuer be ſo connected in 
- Fa#, that one ſhall be a certain Sign or Ar- 
gument of the other? I will venture to aſſert, 
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ry 
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a | that in ſome particular circumſtances the 
ſt connected with the Truth of Doctrines, as 


the Attributes of Wiſdom, Holyneſs, and 
Goodneſs are connected with the Being of 
God. But you, it ſeems, becauſe you find 
them not connected like a phyfical Cauſe and 
Efect, or like the Ideas in a ſtrict Geome- 
trical Demonſtration, will needs perſuade 
us, that they are not and cannot be connec- 
ted at all in any Caſe. And for juſt the 
fame reaſon you might argue, and with ra- 
ther more ſtrength and plauſibility, that 
| becauſe in themſelves Words have no neceſ- 
fary connection with Thoughts, nor Parch- 
ments with Eſtates, nor Seals with Con- 
tracts, therefore they have 20 Connection 


theſe jo vari we know, are con- 
. or made to infer and include 
y Cuſtom and Law, tho not 
aF nature of the things them- 
ſelves. / And ſo Miracles and Doctrines may 
certainly be connected, as will be ſhewn 
hereafter, or fer and include each other 
by ſome extrinſic Medium, vi. The Wiſ- 
dom, or Power, or Goodneſs of Almighty 
God. But I ſuppoſe the ground of your 
former poſition may lye in your next Ob- 
jection, which is this, That falſe Pro- 
« phets, the moſt wicked Seducers, and 
cc even the evil Himſelf may work Mi- 
< racles. Nay not only that they may, but 
.  « actually que work d Miracles, which they 
46 could not ve 2 had e been 


one another 
from the 46% 


rine. p. 81. That is to fay, 
rds, becauſe Miracles are not 
3 of Truth and ſound Doctrine in 
all Caſes, therefore they are not Evidence | 
of the ſame in any. - Becauſe there may be 
diabolical Miracles, therefore none e whatſo- 
| ever can be f divine, | 


3 


uh 
1 


| 5 O J 
| 
| 


25 
| 


ing den a — Ballack and 
Tn 


| the whole. »NRaetwhan-6: the 

x 

r 

- ot thy may woik avant Degree, 

3 zence, which f ä 

; 400 has 1 ee 
» pre ntly, Aud vet your" front 7 

i- hould be difyrov'd.- For if chere be. any 

at : which ye far out of the reach of 

y tar wicked ene, erbe, _ 

ej 

ys Perſons,” ww an anon PAR ET 
ot table Evidences. to the Truth of the one, and 

in divine Oommiſſion of the other. Again, 

2 ſuppoſe: theſe Miracles of falſe Prophets to 

be De abſolutely overru/'4 upon the Spot by 

ſo- Miracles of a Superior Power on the other 


ide, muſt the latter loſe all eee 
Mivericey: evils: ate firmer! appen'd 
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| Hired ly ee , 7 ball rake forget 
the pill of ſuch (per! E: 


practice 'c avere: Righteonſuck: And 

= eſpecially if they tend to the Overthrow of 
the kingdom of Satan, to deſtroy the Influ- 
Mary TY Brit 7 ane 


racles are from God, , and could nora 
3 nor, becauſe they are inconſiſtent} 
wich the Nature, Temper, Deſigns and 
Practices of choſe B cings ; - whoſe, conſtant 
Aim. and. Boles ö has and will always, 
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2 dint ee So that for Evil 
pirits by the working of Miracles to pro- 
mote ſuch a Syſtem of Piety and Virtue, is 
 wilfully and leu in direct Op- 
2 to themſelves, and ü utter — 5 
ſtruction of their own Intereſts and Power 
in the World; which is quite abſurd in it- 
ſelf, and till they ceaſe to de what they 
are, impoſſible to Happen. 1 
| Now if Miracles in this Cage could not 
be refer d to the Devil or his Miniſters, they 
muſt either be produc'd by God bimfelf, as 
rd before; or (which! amounts to 


| menti one 


the ſame thing) by gear Spirits acting by his 
Direction and Aﬀtftance; ; who by Nature 


4. aud Principle are likewiſe incapable "of vſur- 
5 ping the Name of that God, whoſe obedi- 


ent and faithful TV nts hey are,” and of | 
impoſing any falſhoods upon Men, to whoſe. 
wo and Salvation we are told, they 
| are ſent forth to Mimiſber ). Beſides in this ; 


ö % Caſe, where the Miracles are fuppos'd'ro = 
| bereal, and exc ced gall the Art and 3 3 
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lk. ibrhe) Cys it 0 
poſſible far us to diſcover and prove them 
io be otherwiſe ; they have all the M 
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prove to be not: 1 phe tis negeſfry 
at the tame time to aſcribe it to ſome in- 

ing ſuperior to Man, muſt un- 
ubtedly, IP be in fact drone; 
he God would ſuffer his own Name and 
Authority to be uſurp'd- and abus d, and 
Mankind tp be impos'd upon in a thing of 
the laſt Cohſequence,, without any; poſſibi- 
nean ering. the Imnpaſture;; and that 

al] Reſpects de dhe very ſane 
Miracles to deceiie 


3 4 7 T £84 £ L348. v* 7 
— even el honeſt, 


t virtuous of e Which the At- 
. aud 
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other-reaſon, but this, that the Author of 
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Ma Can wie Ta Des 
trines; namely, by the Attributes df GO 
deren Moral: And nen nden cane | 


may be certainly diſting 
Miretlonof Sadurets and the Devil himſelf, 
even when the Miracles themſel ves may not 
wholly exceed the Phyſcal Power af all 
— — 


from God, ch 0 not zhe ids — of it's 
as: et Wo PS es, 
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Bur what: — 
be arcriburo to Miracles, r ih 


Mankind it bel, you may dill object, that 
Miracles l and : 1 EL elbe, are 720 Evi- 
dence of divine Truth in the Doctri nes faught 
by the workers of them, uo chat upon ſeeing 
the Miracle veg vs 
pagan] 3 "Dio 
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men iregu mall ad 7 nceac far. 
4 That Miracles alin or e den oh | 

ven above will in /ome Caſes be ſatisfactory 
Evidence d SPORE: Miſſion in the wor- 
— them. And what to me a Priori is 
preſomprive Argument of their be- 

Fe 6 ſo, is the manifeſt. repel of che 
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of that Neople; for whoſe ſake God ſhovld. 
raiſe up at any time his extraordinary Meſ- 

ſengers, endued with ſuch Miraculoes 
Powers. For if u nnn 
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as from Heaven in a way Se- 
feratiral,! it is 4” xr in thar unhappy 
juncture, r | 
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2 00 aide mth Truth uf heir 

> It is to aſſert, chat they who 
eſtitute of Principles and Know- 
1 wn — inever- | 


fix en Ae ee e- 
dy, in ald erroneous Principles, againſt any 
new and true ones that ſhould be offer d. 
Eſpecially with che Bulk of Mankind, full | 
of Darknek and Prejudice, this muſt be un- | 
avoidably the Conſequence; aid the more 
Een vranted a Reformation — 
3 he — — 2 of 


Thus for In- 
ſtance 
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wit . and Manderu to a Nation of n AL... 


W825 Miragles.of bis weber ad 
bey were fully ſatisfied upon due Confde- 
ration of the gend ug of ee ee it is 
eaſy ta foreſes hy What Rule they would 
prove his Doctinc, and hat ſucceſa it 
would meet with. them. For, be 
ſure, they would judge of it hy their preſent 
| receiv'd Notions in Religion, and therefore 
if che, Worſhip of one Supreme Being and 
the total Extirpation of their Mols were an 
Article of this Frophet's Lefſon; that alone 


- would with. nincty- nine Parts in a hundred 
oe be ion ſufficient againſt it, and make 
nd deem deaf and, inſenſihle to all the reſt 
de Add. to this, What is | likewiſe: exccedingly 
io Wl material, the great Delays. and perpl 5 
e- -ctcnding: this way of proceeding. Foy if 
my every Article of Doctrine muſt; bo ſcannd 
rd. uud diſcuſsd minutely by every Perſon: of 
full = i 7474s. and Canditiant, to: whom ĩt ig ofs 
un- fer dd, What ow advances. would he made 
noe I by a divine Revelation, ameng ſuch a 
and Wl Feople, and hav cedioueand difficult a thing 
e of muſt their guns become? Hundreds 
b.: Would probably be cut off eee . 
100 


might o — — Age, 
— 2 in *. 
1uch muſt be to give 
ate bone of his Will 


* 
n 


nr on the ei - Errors ind ad Prejudice, but 
powerful enough in itſelf to overrule and 
correct the. Wend e e to baffle. 
Oppoſition, to outſhine any rival ' wonders 
of the Devil, and to guide them ſafety to di- 
vine Truth, Which Effects are morally 
imp on the former "Hypotheſis in 
3 and had it once been re- 
rſally in antient times, it had 
0 'm afraid, all hopes and means of 
turning one Pagan Nation to Righteouſneſs | 
ant n 
ofe Ends, which,” no doubt, it 
to promote, of guarding Man- 
inſt the Miſchiefs of Deluſion and | 
| a proper Leſſon to 
beach a Weid Revelati- | 
te Religion and Mo- 
ſerves with us for a Caution 
; nders of the Romani 
h "7 | 


pres. Opinion with any” hen 
buy would ſerve only to 'conrinu ther in 


; that as Aral 4 plata 
ae Miracles, would be the only 
effectual Means of delivering ſuch a People | 
from this wretched Senats, and as they. | 


y their Ig gu | 
or jdgng ped 


be abſolutely di/qualfie 
perly of the nature of Do#rimes, y 
the rude undiſciplin d Multitude, ſo, that 
the Goodneſs and Wiſdom of Almighty God 
would 9 it anne | 


low, W RY confiderable writers hade 
ſaid upon this Head, namely, that what is 
Jalſe cannot be prov d by — Miracles to be 
me 462 go and dur 
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{ 4 Geode of: OLD Ade 
fined pn of his Crearurts, - Rode de 
| are, and ſorne cirrumſtan- 
ces ef oh [which! neuer did or will or 
can Amn apf nion concur to atteſt hat is 
AS Ev bt which antetedent to 
che confideraci of the Doctrine conſm d 
2 certainly know; them to 
IE 45046 4 cor thoſe of rhe De I ot his 
| nents. | And in order. co prepare the 
Way. ror t follows, I would boly pre- 
miſe theſe K plain Principles. / That 
as God. is the qupreme Lord and Governour 
ef the Univerſe, over all Bejngs from the 
kigheR' to the loweſt, ſo He wilt always 
preſerve viſibiy in his Works and Ways 
that high Ck: ater and Dignity; and | 
_ neyer ſuffer his on Power and Wall to 
hs re or controulable by any Beings 
ubje x'to: 17s 7 of That as | 
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Sees, 446. Thas be. will f far ve. 
jor Beings in the Exereiſe of 
their Fore either ee or Fre as 
bez, 2 re par 
qual or va to the. moſſ d improv' xd Une 
ſtandings of Men even thoſe, of gat a 
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ſubordinate” Miniſters,” It is "farther to be II. 
obſerv d as to Bvil Spirits, that their very * 
condition beſpeaks an inferiority of natural 
Endowments to thoſe of ſome other Orders 

| of Intelligences. © For had bey been plac 'd 

in the higheſt Claſs, in the neareſt Approa- 
ches to the Deity, and endued with the 
whleſt perfect ians in Mind aud Mill, which 

| any Creatures in the Univerſe enjoy by the 
Bounty of Almighty God, their intellectual 
ad Moral Accompliſhments would ſurely 
have been great enough, to have preſerv'd : 
them everlaſtingly from Rebellion and Re- 
probation 3 ſince a conduct of this kind 
could never ariſe from a Depth of Unger- 
ſanding and a purity of Nature, the next _ 
inrank thro' the whole ſcale of Creatures 

o the Divine, It argues rather an Imper- 
jon in both, the neareſt Human; or if 
that be uncertain, yet, I think, ic may af- 
ſure us, that as they were not the w07/eft nor 

te pureſt, ſo neither are they the moſt pow- _ 
of all Beings under God; ſince, no 
doubt, theſe different Endowments bear in 
len a ſuitable proportion to one another. 
lud beſides, it is quite improbable, that i 
God hae - as thoſe Beings, 


Arbor / be 1 
Caſe immediately from God himſelf, ot His CA. 
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now conſi + the Nature of _ Miracks 
I begin wit eee e 
dead to life, and that ina ͤ perhaps, of 
on the bare [utterance of a few words, and 
ſometime after a total Diſſolution in the 
Grave. Now Task, were a Perſon to work 
1 of this fort in Evidence to hi | 
Mison from God, and to the Doctrine 
Which ve 6 xreaches in his Name, what rea- 
ſonable exceprion, Philalethes, could you 
raiſe 2 admitting his vine Authori- 
ty? Would you plead, that the Devil might} 
work it by his natural Power, as well a6 
raiſe 4 tompr 7, or carry « Man aloft chro 
the Air? 4 you td, you would be the 0n- 
I Philoſopher I know of, nos excepting, 
prnozm (I] himfelf, that would think ſo; 
 fince thoſe, who make the largeſt Allow4 

ances to il Beings, exclude *. vnanf 


wy What l. * relates of Spintta is very 1 ei 

« He ſaid, if} ie 2 believe the. Reſurrection of Lacaris 
| 4. he would break his fyſtem to pieces, and er ay 
* brace the fi m DM ict. Art. Hi 


with Dr. chi, That ſome fugulur 


« all che reason in the world to believe, are 
60 abſoturely beyond the power of vi Spi- · 
« ris to effect, Evidences, Sc. p. m. 305 (. 
| I FOI mol wah. 
ty and ſubſtancial rea rea if. Becauſe that | 

upreme Governout of of he World, in «whom 
we live, and move, and baue our ew. re- 
ſerves to himſelf undoubredly, as his pe 
lar Prefogative, the Power if Life and 
| Death, and determines by his own Decree 
the State of departed bare to 0 which they 


et, 20 The very Act e ths 
corrupted Body to it's former Symmetry, - 
Vigour, and Powers in a moment, is plainly 
unamoune to that of forming, organizing, 
1 it at firſt; and, if any one 
ed may be deem d to exceed the Power 
ofa Creature, fately this does ſo by many 
degrees. For it is not like many other 
ange Operations, of which ſu perior i invi- 
ble spirits are capable, to be perform ꝗ by 


0 Comp. By. Hoadley. Lett. to Bp ä 12: Dr. 
lm. Works. Vol. II. p. m. 281. 4 | 
8 2 mere 


zoully froti Maths . | ageing e | 
« racks, wech r rainy 2he dead, there is Y. 


ww ons of mere Matter and Methaniſm once 


ce 17K Divine . 


lity, Strength, Shight & 
or 55 dder NY . and modificati- 


put in motion, as even Men themſelves 
form curious Machines &c. by a certain ſa- 
gacious Conſtruction and : Adjuſtment of | 
JE beca ſe here it is demonſtrable, as 
learned Phy/icians and Philoſophers. have 
prov'd at large (a) that the Animal Lie, 
Senſation, Motion, with the ſeveral Vital 
Functions of the Body, are things which | 
. cannot reſult from .any bare Compoſition 
of Matter and Mechamſm with a Motion 
once impreſt d upon it, and are even incon- 
Altent lag: he. common Laws of Meeha- 
niſm, as 0 
So that a B ing, which orodoces all theſe 
really and perfectly, eſpecially on pronoun. 
cing a Word and inſtantaneouſly, muſt do it | 
by a Power| inherent in himſelf, ſuperior to 
and independent of Matter and ſecond Cau- 
ſes, and myſt by his mere Vill communi, 
cate F acultic 5 tO the Man, e ab- | 


(@ See Chey „ Philoſoph. Princip, Bs . bi. * 1, | 
xii. Ch. v. C. 1 b viii. Ch vi. tot.  Niexwentyt. Relig. Phi- 


 loſoph. Contempl. vi, viii, ix, x, xii, xiii, xiv,xv. Harlen, | 
Enquiry into the Nat. of Hum. Soul. ber I. p. 1 Means inter 
of Atheiſm. Seem. „„ 4 Mors & 


Bentley. OY 
5 1 rr ſolutely 


fas 1 | Feb any Ps aneous to C V 
it, And if fo, I leave any "in to 2 AL _— 
how unwarrantable and even irrational it TY Bp 
muſt be to aſeribe an Effect of this kind, 
produc d by Virtuę of a mighty Fiat, like 

that by which the World itſelf was ſpoken 

into Exiſtence, to'a mere Creature, not on- 
h inferior to God, but in all probability to 

many other Creatures. And what makes 

it the more unwarrantable is, that whether 

ve judge of the Caſe by Reaſon or Scripture, 
this Suppoſition is equally groundleſs. If | 
ve firſt conſult Neqſon alone, that does not wi 
form us certainly ſo much as of the bare 

Exiftence of any other intelligent Be- 

ings beſides God and ourſelves; and tho 1 

allow very probable Conjectures might be 

form d from thence concerning it; yet we 

have not the leaſt intimationt from thence 
| ale (0), of apoſtats and evil Spirits, much 

leß of ſuch mighty Powers belonging to 

them. So that bare Reaſon would give us 
. 10 foundation for aſcribing ſuch Effects to 

them, And if from hence we conſult the 

holy Scrigrures, they are full and expreſs 


0 I mean from abſtras Reaſon, which aſſertion does by 3 
neans interfere with Dr. Cadeworth's arguments from = | 


PMſeſfons c. -IntelleR. Syſt. ch. v. Sect. $2, Seq-. 


eig n 4 I Gad be- 
5 528 We kill, and I male ehye.. Deut 


uy ſeg ogy dhe 


Again, The Lurd. Killeth, and 
OY 9 ; be bri ngeth down ln 
and bringeth up, | Sama, bk „6. So weak | 
and friyoloyi in the whole would ſuch pre- 
| TO: as. hoſe abovemention d appear to 
are Men. But now if. 2 | 
are indiſputably out of the queſtion, - the 
ES muſt be "ado to the Agency or 
* Tuterpyfitio | of God; and if fo, the Doc- 
trine, in evidence to which it is wrought, 
muſt be #7 l divine, and che Perſon | 
acting in his Name mult be likewiſe receiv'd 
as his Me enger; becauſcas Mr. Ghandleruſt- 
ly argues, It is not recancile: With any 
« of the divine perfedfions, to. imagine that 


« God himſelf will aGually Aue , 
* lions, or cxertf his own fewer in 
« confir nation of a lye () To which may 


be added. chat where the Evigence of din 
power appears ſo rong. and overbearing in 
the nature 6 | the Miracle, we may depend 
upon the gohdneſi of God for not 40 

rev d in following chat Bride Ce; he will 
not ſuffer us to err in aſcribing That work 
to Rim, w wy ich we could not f 


li ch enn 64 


ME " hoſs Miracles I A provounc, 2 
a leaſt, err the Effect of any evil Beings, 


ein are produe d i Supplies 
8 of great Natura Defects in the Human 
he Body, by new Organs of Senſation, wet 


or veſſels and Limbs with their Vital Uſes and 
- Functie Ns Fe ater eee | 
on cod peri by Accidents or Diſtem-. 
d pers For whatever may be ſaid of curing. 
ſt-} ſome little Diſorders in the Body, by ſud- 


ny denly removing any ſmall Obftrut#ions &c, 
hat A verbin, or altering the Stute of the Air &c. 
% vitbour; che Effects abovemention'd, when: 
ug / and permanent; muſt needs exceed the 
Jay! Power of thoſe limited Creatures; and the 
oy ore we know of the Animal Occonomy, the 
mw | on we have continually to think 


b. Yau are not unscqusinted, Philalethes, 


"HY 7*xcure, ScruQure; and Powers of the parts, 
4 compoſing any one Ein or Organ, as the 
aj the, Ear, Arm, Leg, Hand &c. the inexe 


"E's. 


if [m-righdy inform d, with the exquilite 


Waun Number of ſmall veſſels and Nerves 
e in 


Cn Ax. in vet: Ca; mbe ; cauſing a Sen. 
4 1 and Nut inan in every Point of it, 
together with the moſt curious ſecretion 

and difſtributibn of Juices throughout the 
whole, and the wonderful Action of the 
Miuſcles in every voluntary Motion of ours. 
Now with what probability or colour could 
we ſuppoſe, the t any ſuch Organ or Limb 
with all its proper conſtituents (or a num- 
ber of theſe)- ſhould be immediately, when 
abſolutely wanting or loft or decay d before, | 
reſtor'd by ſome Evil Spirit upon the bare 
utterance of a word, with all thoſe Beauties 
Faculties which are viſible in thoſe of 
the ſame kind, when form'd by the Crea- 
tor himſelf? Eſpecially when here too, it 
may be clear to Demonſtration, that the 
Vital Fun#tons of each and *Subſerviencies | 
to the Soul of pam could not poſſibly ariſc | 
from Matter and Mechaniſm, by any mere | 
Skill and Contrivance of the Agent. For 
my part, I cquld not forbear acknowledg- 
ing the Finger of God in theſe as in the other 
Work; and ſhould net in the leaſt be ap- | 
| Prehenſive of any ill Conſequences by it 
from Seducers. And whoever confiders at- 
tentively the Nature of the work in thele | 


or te like Oaſis, » and a en in which 3 
5 it 
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abs with me in cher — * 
of it; and whoever is endued with ſuch WV. 
Powers, and appeals. to them for Evidence 
| of his Miflion from God, may ſafely without 
doubt, and ought in Joltics to be receiv'd as 
coming with divine Authority, n een _ 
Will 1 8 of ee 5 


7 RE LS 19 bo 
Ne are theſe A ele n | 
in which. N Nature of the Miracle itſelf 
will ſhew the Author of it. The following 
likewiſe in my Opinion will carry plainly 
the ſame Characters of Diviniy in them. 
Philoſophy and Experience aſſure us, that 3 
the viſible Syſtem of Things, comprehe 
d in the Eaftern Exprotiicn — 
and Earth, is continually -preſerv'd and ſup- 
ported by the watchful Providence of God; 
und carried on thro” all it's workings:and 
movements, under the [abſolute Direction 
and Government of it's great Artificer. Nay 
tis even demonſtrable upon the Principles 
of the beſt Philoſophy, that the Preſent 
uniform, regular Courſe of Nature (as it is © 
commonly tiled) is every moment ſuſtain d. 
by 5 . Action u pon Met, er 


8 


4 


— os — would fab 
And from hence we are 
Gather aſfur'd that Boi Spiric are not fu 
fer d in Fad? to interfere af pleaſure with 
the regular $ : of Nature, to obſtru 
a eee this grand Machine, and diſ- 
the — — U— 


ik] even choſe who allow — 
Scene, vun here a Queſtion e. 
8 vi e eee 


whether ; 
"iy A 


10 e. W vii. p· 6 Ba, | 
25 Dr. Se” Ev vidences Sc. p. 1 16, 17. 18, 300-305. * 
nl Optic. 5 uli. 2 406, 7 | : 1 
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cſog Meſien» 
nd receive chat F — 
ber. e. may, — with (s), Stilling- 
EEE Barrow Dr. Pride. 
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fafely aſcribe. it to the Agency af 
eds 


E Evil — irs Sons. hands 9 
refrain d from ever interpofing in this lower 
World, and producing Jome Effects which 
may juſtly be n Miraculous. That is 
not very probable in itſelf, nor neceſſary at 
all for me to maintain. But what I intend 
do aſſert, is, that God does ſo far reſtrain 
thoſe Beings ani verſally, as to hinder them 
from really interrupting the true Laws of 
Nature, by Miracles in favour of Impoſtors. 
I ſay really : jterrupting the true Laws of 
Nature; Decauſe it is not every ſupernatu- 
ral or miracull us Effect, that does fo; there 
deing, as Dr. Cudwortb and Prideaux very 
_ rightly obſerve ** abundante of things within = 
< thoſe Laws, which exceed the Power of 
Man to effect, Fry” therefore ſeem as Mi- 
« racles to us, which may be produc'd by | 
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other Beings (5). — imagine, 
_ — (A occaſion'd the DitBcultics 


2 per and ambiguous Uſe of the 
— Laws of Nature, Courſe of Nature 
and the like 5 | which. I vill therefore dil 
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12 Prideaus. obl ip. cue vol. 1. p. 40 4 4 


be 
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i a ay 6 | hs ur 1 \beſor Leome — 
. veodſery's, che Lats of ww. 
Nature may either ſignify choſe, by which 
from the Will of the Creator are aſſign d 
and fix'd to particular Bodies or Beings cer- 
tain internal Qualities, Properties, Aﬀec- 
tions and Powers; ſuch as belong to the 
different kinds of inanimate Bodies, or the 
different Species of Vegetables and Animals, 
or the different Orders of ſuperior intelli- 
gent Beings. : Or elſe, they may ſignify 
thoſe, by which from the ſame Will of 
God, certain Badies or parcels of Matter are 
fpecially determin'd to particular States of 
Motion or Reft, and to particular Degrees 
or Maxners of acting upon one another. In- 
ances of this latter ſort are obvious, in the 
conſtant Revolutions of the Planets round 
their ſeveral centers, the Earth e. g. about 
the Sun, and the Moon about the Earth 
Ec. and the mutual Gravitations of all ac- 
cording to eſtabliſh'd Rules and Proporti- 
ons towards one another. And fo again, in 
the perpetual Rotation of our Earth about 
it's Axis, producing the Viciſſitudes of Day 
and Night, and that of the Moon about 


her * and the ſame 1 in mot others. 
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is widely di 


8 cho vat Bodies "Other ky | 
V as the Sutva nd fix'd Stars, are Uetertmin'd | 
of the Almighty to a State 

of Ref, in certain Stations and Interval al. 
N immove: > progreſſively, againſt ah | 
1 1 indy rota GRvky to deſert | 
them: And 7 the ſame ſort of Laws arc 
nnected with | 

nt upon particular Cauſes, 
as the various a produſts of the Earth, Gtain, 
&c. and the ſucceflive Pro- 
pagation of Animals; are producible only in 
a natural way| from their reſpective Semi- | 


AND as . þ > iow . 
thus diſtingu yd, ſo may likewiſe the term 


2 of Nat 2 oe: 


It may fignify either 1½. The uni- 
1 of all things by the Laws of | 
God abovemeption d, Joy cen Reſult W 
of the whole | rom them. Or elſe, barely, W 
the © ary Face of things, and Appenr- Wl 


aireaf Ne Fe, which undoubtedly in Idea 
ferent from the former, as con- 


fin'd to the common and vi/ible Effects of bs 
natural Is. 


5 | 


Now 
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ks we 
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"bei 


1 


* aocotding to theſe dif 
of Laut of Nature and Courſe of N 


rent View and Extent to be above or contra- 
jj to,” or to cbange and interrupt the ſame. 


UIPENGEC in the Ar without any Vi- 5 
ſible Support, this would be a Miracle to us, | 
and contFary in £ to the firſt fort 
of narural Laws, viz. The Laws of Gra- 
vity in all Bodies naar the Surface of out 
Globe, by which they naturally tend down- 


unnd towards the Center of the Earth. But 
if we ſuppoſe either the ane or the other to 
be thus ſupported by ſome inviſible Being, 


the Phenomenon would really be no more 
contrary to the Laus of Nature, than if a 
Mon holds a Stone from falling in the Air, 

verpowering the Laws of Gravitation. 
And 'tis farther evident, that in neither Caſe 
would there be any thing contrary to the 
ſcond ſore of Laws of Nature abqovementi- 
on'd ; becauſe from the Will of God there 
is no ſpecial Determination of the Stone or 
the Man to a certain Place, or to a certain 
State of Mation or Ref. But was the Sun 
(to ſpeak with the Vulgar) to be ſuddenly : 


he in it's Courle far lame time, of viſibly | 


Carried. 


Things may likewiſe be ſaid in a yery diffe- | 9 : 


Thus, for Inſtarice, were a huge Stone-or a 5 


{1 


112 Evidence of 


Diodes 5 


Crar.carried buckbards ſeveral Degrees in the 
II. Heavens; this would be contrary to the | 


Laws of Nature and the Courſe of Nature | Caf 
in the ſtricteſt Senſe, whatever. Agent be the | Ng 
Cauſe of it. For then would be plainly /y// 1 ** 
pended or alter d that particular Srate, to Man's 
which it was conſtantly 5 before by r s - 
the Will of God. And tis worth remark- hoy! 
ing, that in this Caſe of the Motions of the Lb 
Heavenly Bodies (and any other of the like terſe 
kind) when any /uch Change or Interruption _ 
of the Laws of Nature does happen, God bank 
ceaſes to ac himſelf in his uſual Way, or at WW. 
leaſt bis Agents by his own Order. Since WW nder. 
according to Dr. Clarbe himſelf, and moſt of 15 fuſ 
the New Phi ſophers, the* univerſal Prin- dods. 
ciple of Gravitation, which is the Spring of ar hi 
theſe and almoſt all the great and regular ue chi 
inanimate Motions in the World, mult of ne- Wa: all re 
egſity be cauſed by ſome Immaterial Power, ifeſtly 

| perpetually and actually exerting itſelf ever) Wi 6 dhe! 
Moment on thoſe vaſt Bodies (y). And if | know! 
ſo, God in theſe Caſes muſt popirrvely inter- o 16 
poſe himſelf in ſome meaſure, and not ne- benify t 
gati vely only by a bare Perm! iſſion to 5 and 
y) Clar, Firſt Lett. to Leib- , 

| Fg - POS dee » 16, * the 9 : Deluſion, 

| Eaquiry into the TY wy the Human Sol. chap.'ii an 
35 ; Beings; 5 no, 


| Now this being premi ich fe 
to have eſcap d the e av of the great 
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Laus of Nature, muſt needs be a proof in 


Becauſe here, God himſelf does evidently 


ncles, and is v mee in 


acrt his Power and Influence; and there- 
fore this 1 Work muſt be his 
n all reaſonable Co i 


b, the 


v confirm an Impoſture, becauſe.it, would 
mify to the World both his A#tefatidn to 
, and Approbation of it; Which Reaſon 


beluions. Beſides; it is abſolutely incre- 


Man abovemention d, my Concluſſon from 
it is this, thar Miracles of this latter ſort, 
thus changing and interrupting the Divine 


themſelves,: of his divine Commiſſion, | at 
whoſe inſtance and Appeal they are wrought. 


ancur ſo far to the production of the 0 7 


He ſuſpends or alters thoſe Rules and OT 
dos, in which he had hicherto appear af dio 


ufeſtly a ing and acceſſury. tor, And if 
learned Doctor ; himſelf would have 
rknowledg d. chat it could not be wrought. 


els us, he cannot give to Falſhood and 


* * and eee eee, and Ma- 
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| ry much i | che conttary Opinion is a fe 
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| * * jeſty,” to inte 
wh other reaſc bel to make way for the Sign: 
and Wonder of Apoſtate Spirits. He would 


wich them here is wholly unneceſſary and u. 


 ficientlythe Ends and purpo 


ſuch a 


„ 
* | 
* * 1 


| Bvidene | 


up ven La es 
rations in the vens and the Earth, for no | 


y ſuffer them to , but would 
even himſelf be Miniſterial to it; and that 
too (which Alone is an inſuperable objection 
againſt it) when his miniſterial concurrence 


ande ance without it, they might work 
many u Things, dy Virtue of their 
Invifbilty, Agility, Strength, and Sagaci- 
fy, and without interfering with the proper 
Laws of Nature, which might anſwer. /u/+ 
ſes of their works 


ing Miracles. Now. fer God to fend 
or change ir this manner without any Net 
ceſſity his ow eſtabliſh'd Laws, in pure 
Subferviency to bis and our Enemies, if 
ondeſcenſion in the Almighty t 
2gs, as, I muſt-own, exceeds ni 


thoſe Bei 


And what confirms me ve 
lection, / 4 That. we can hunt of no Evi 
* dence- 9 a divine Revelation ſo certain i 
6 . } —5 as that wh ich 1s given | 
a and it is reaſoq 


| ab 
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n 


« ſhould give. | Minkind: Evidence of his . 


them Evidence of his Exiſtence and Attri- 
« bi 
us by theſe to 'a knowledge of his Being, 

-« ſo we may juſtly expect, that he wou 4 
give us Evidence of his Will in the ſame 
«Works, and by ſhe w ing his Power in 


| © Being: can give us Evidence of his Will in 
© the Works of Nature? Why as the Exif- 


* lar, uniform Laws, 
cor reſt, ate a Proof of an Eternal, Intelli- 
gent cc. Being; ſo a Change in theſe 
Laws would be an Evidence of his Will. 


;aws, without his Conſent (z). And 
arher; as 10 Miraculous change in the 
Laws of Nature would be more ſtriking, 
cuſpicuous, and ſenſible to Mankind, than 
atheſe by which the ' Solar Syſtem is eſta- 
lit'd and govern'd, I am perſuaded, that 
le, by whoſe Wiſdom and Power they 


is) See an . Piece entity a, An A 1e the ; 
eb Chriftian Religion. p. 31. * 1728. 5 


Wil; after the ſame manner as he gave * 


s/ that is, th his 7Yorks. As he led 


Nature. And how is it, that the Supreme 


tence of things, and the conſtant, regu- 
by which Bodies move 


For as he is Lord of Nature, "is 
Demonſtration, no Being can change 


Hz fubiiſt, 
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l. 8 to he 1 ert "bur in Ei. 
dence to that Perſon änd Boctri «alone, 
1 chat really romes from Hom, 7 Ä 
Sucn then, Fe de in 
particular, \ hich in my Opinion would ap- 
pear unqueſtionably divine from their very 
Nature, and not the Effects of any Euil Spirits. 
They bear 4 them ſuch illuſtrious Cha- | 
racters of a Sovereign Dominzonover Nature, 
that we c. eren 1 chink, reaſonably aſcribe 
them to any other Being, but the mighty 
Author of N Jature. And not only theſe, but 
all other Miracles of the like kind, implying] 
evidently the ſame Degrees and Extent of 
Power, muſt needs, if we follow the Dic- 
rates of ſound Reaſon, be aſcrib d to the 
_ fame efficient Cauſe." And according to my! 
Apprehenſions of things, we ſhould act ag 
wiſely and ſecurely too in doing thus, as in 
aſcribing the' Original Formation and tha 
continual Subſiſtence of Men and other Ani 
mals to Gol alone, and the preſent conſtitu- 
tion and Duration of the Solar 8 to bn 
Providence and Government. jy 
Bor farther, Could we pe any 
5 Doubt from the Nature of the Miracles 


chere "ORs be certain 1 of vel b 
which 


cul 


o hill 


cles 


«Oppoſition, the Signs which carry wi 
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Eridens of divine * 4 E 
1 for Tnſtance, If. hes we 1 Connelt * 


to happen be 
them acting in Wes dee God, . 
their pretended M . 


6 bons In that Caſe you might cafily know | 


ing Miracles to ſup 


by the Miracles themſelves, 5 1 are re- 


ally from God, and which not. For, to 


he's words, * Since God's Po- 


uſe Mr. T: 


awer is paramount to All, and no  Oppoh- 
ation can be made againft him with a Force 


5 equal to His; and fince his Honour and 
Goodneſs can never be ſuppos d to ſuffer 


8 « His Meſſenger and His Fruth to be born 
*dowtr by the Appearan 
ver on the ſide 'of an"Impoſtor, and in 


« favour of a Lye; whenever there is. an 


them the evident Marks of a Bieber Te- 
aver, will always be a certain and unquef - 
© tionable Evidence, that the Truth and 
„Divine Miſſion are on that fide on which 
hey appear. For though the Diſcover 


*duc'd, be beyond eee the ig- 
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"Cn Ar. u cannot bu know, they are. not Seals 

N. ® by God t is Tr he atteſt 
WW. * ir, ſince they are ps d by Winde that 

e carry the evident Marks of a greater and 

0 « ſuperior Fower; and therefore they can- 

« not at all ſhake the Authority of one ſo 

4 ſupported. - Ggdd can never be thought to 

L ſuffer en a lye, ſer up in Oppoſition to 

a Truth coming from him, ſhould. be 

back d with a greater Power, than he will 

, ſhew for the Confirmation and Propaga- 

tion of 4 Doctrine, which He has feveal- 

e End it might be belier dle ). 

„ you will allow, is a ail | 
were this a Proper me for it, 


pen'd in £4 viz. that of Maſes and the 
Egyptian Penrfrert. But at preſent I am 
only co! | n d with gener u 5, and ſtating it 
t. e ſhould . be glad to know, 
why. Mi cles alone in theſe Circumſtances 
we nothing at all, and ought to have 
#9 weight « or influence with any body. It if 
true, that che Miracles. barely as. Miracle 
| t 9% re. prove. the Poi of a divine 
N, he 2 are. wrought: by che 


MN Lack rr 
9 Yor - 7 2 5 1 2 IL 4s £5 of” "an | 


ccc 
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8 
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[ believe, you will ardly ma £ 
a to the Point of 


— a Difficulty, about the means of 
diſcerning in fuch a Conteſt, which Mi- 
ncles are Superior and which not. But 
ſurely it is raiſing a Duſt in Theory to littile 
purpoſe, fince, I think, we may ſafely pre- 
ſume, that an igſinite Power on one fide, 

may eaſily overrule and eclipſe a finite | 
on the other, ſo far as to leave no Room for 
Ambiguity and Suſpenſe to attentive Behol - 
ders, who have their Reaſon and Senſes 
about them. But if that ſhould be à Dif- 
feulty with you, Pbilaletbes, I muſt only 
refer you no to a celebrated writer, who 
believe, will you you full Werne; 05 


wen that head. 
Bur 2d. What e i a0 Coated; 
n0 Oppoſite Pretenſions of a divine Miflion 
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te inoy ve Lo And 
; 5 which | 


Cu AP. with that Che | 


v forming 4 8. dex of rr "Miracled in | 
Proof of it? Are Miracles alune in this Caſe 
to be admitte eee ſufficienc Evi- 
| dence? Jan Wer, not indeed uni verſalh 
and abſolutely, but they may under ſome 
Reſtrictions. Where — already bleſ- 
ſed a People with a clear Revelation of his 
own Will, att n ood Mender, 
which _ thei Ne and Quality. may 
ae g „ and will du- 
ly conſider and preſerve a juſt Memory of 
them; there 1 do not ſee after all that has 
been ſaid to the contrary, why He may not 
ſuffer us to be ſtartled and amus d by Sedu- 
cers, with ſome Effects miraculuus and ſur | 
peraatural, with reſpect to Human car 
and Material Cauſes. He may prove the 
Sinoerity, Faith, and Diligence of a People 
by this means; not as ſome have meanly re- 
Tees it, to inform himſelf of Men's re- 
| on Prin 4 ad Diſpoſitions, har being 
incomſiſtent With his Attribute of Omniſci- 
ence; but to give his faith ul Servants an 
Opportunity of ſnining with the greater 
Luſtre, and by their Tryal . unſhaken 
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ind both T-flamentrgiveus warning of ſuch : 


þ and roo well known to need particular 1en- 
tion in this pl 
ſur d in the mean time, and tis as certain 
as any Dedud 


vill in Effect be the ſame with the former, 


_ theſe Miracles of lie Prophets will never 
equal or 6bſeu 


of the latter, but carry evident Marks of a 
limited ſubordinate Power, by which wiſe 
and attentive Men may eaſily diſtinguiſh 
them. from. the Rue of Gad. e Al- 


mays lo effe@ually provide for Aa own . | 
wur, and the Cauſe of Truth, that bis Mi- 
racles will till, continue without Parallel or 
Competition, and appear to be unqueſtion- | 


able and uncontroulable Credential to, the 


Meſſengers from Heaven. e e HE 


Bu r ſetting! afide this. Caſe.of privy 


Reveladiag and Crier Miracles in oy 
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1 Trodhugainft all heart.. 


hereafeer. n 1 ay, the Almighty may * 


ace, | However we may reſt aſ- | 
tion we can make from the 


e thoſe of the true, never ri- 
ene ee. Splendour and Grandeur 
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| ut ſubſcribe —— | 

Mn; ebe —— that if 2 Man, pre- 

ze Commiſion, -andappealing | 

His miracu s Powers for the Truth of 

i, works ope ans f publickly undoubted 

es, and that leg any Controul or 
e may N receive both Him 
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it | Ippord with pn. | 
Þabilicy; / that God would ſuffer his own | 
Name and Authority to be thus abus d and 
proſtituted to the worſt of purpoſes by Se- 
ducers, and ſuch Supernatural Teſtimony | 
to be given to a RY without any Su- 
Piernatural Eyidence to the ſame People on 
che fide of Truth. This would be a Snare 
; and Temptation to the Bulk of Mankind, 
too ſtrong anc a ay. for @ gracious 
Being to permit. He would leave them 
to wreſtle with Spiritaal Wickedneſſes, with- | 
out a proportionable Manifeſtation of his 
own Will ar ee and without ſuffici- 
ent Remedy 4 inſt fatal Deluſions. For 
to ſay of the r ade unletter'd Multitude in a 
Heathen Countrey, as China, Fapun, Mexi-! 
ro Gel. that K 4% ſhould'be always their 
bu in Relig * and 1 that 1 92 20 ; 
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| cia, huic examini inſtituendo non, 


wh ” W e 3 Trine prove tl | w 4 
Authority of the-Miracles, Pietro | 


il den, kindly dire@ed them [© do al 


Opportunities in the Maſs of People is ſuch, 


s all wiſe Men (e) acknowledge, and the Ex- 
perience of all Ages and Places abundantly 
teſtifies,” that to ſend them to their Reaſon 
as a2 Nm 2 1 e is 3 


ay ice e TOE 5 
fam fiunt, carta unicam illam e cfle, cujus ope 8 
miracula ab iis, qua cacndamom edit, ſegregari 
Igitur ante quam conſtituere queat aliquis, utrum divine ant, 
qur fieri videt, miracula, necne, doctrina ſub eramen grave 
e ſerium iph vocanda eft, quam miraculorum effector propo- 
nit, Quis vero ita rerum bumanarum imperitns oft, ut nef- 
nifi puſillam manum, 
inter mortales ſufficere? Nam 8 rationis nõſtræ de- 
bilitate nihil dicam, opinionum, quibus I teneris imbuimur, 


imperium, vis perturbationum animi, quibus ſubjecli ſumus, 


 atoritas 'aliorym, Jucri cupido, totd, alia, quz fatis nota 


ſunt, ita mentem noſtram obtundunt et conſtringunt, ut ea 
nobis interdum 'rationi maximè videantur conſentanea, que 
omnium ei minims conveniunt ; et viciſſim es, que rationi 
tt hogori Dei præclarè favent, prorſus illis contraria et re- 
e 5 
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iced right enough and true.in che ra, 
but to hem as unſuitable a 
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of their heavenly Father. Beſides all this, 
we may preſume, that the Subtle Enemy of 
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much —_ to that on the fide of ys 


rallel, as 55 late writer has — on 
wween God's ſuffering Miracles in this Caſs, 
and his ſuffering Perſecutions of the true 
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appear to then as Bvidenice of Truth in Doc- 
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Men's Not ions would unavoidably be cor- 


fupted as well as Practices, without any 
| ae e agent 
Deluſion. 
- SUCH fo 
N it is 
infinitely G unnd Holy 


tote being cke 6 vaſe of ſuch a 
credible, I think; that an 
Being would ſuffer 


real Miracles, eſpecially a continued Series | 


aber and various in "Who, _— 


terate. Whereas in the oe ; 


SS SSS F __ 


nd weak reaſon againſt the Au- 


tat. Etc. rs 


Men; But he. Aways will provide r 
ently for Der ee Weukneſis, and for 
Wiles and 1 A rtifices of ible and aur Enemy 
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by illuſtrious Wonders of his own. Power; 
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Of Divine Fai ich, an 
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wr Miracles. in Eyide 
n In aſpiration or Miſſion fron 


receives an' Dt 


| take it falely vp? | 
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| 50 nll take ir upon 4a Divine Felt er 4. 
= upon > the Credit of the Man himſelf. * 
Becauſe as the Power, by which the Man 
is enabled to work ſuch Miracles, will be 
certainly M vine, ſo will his Doc 3 
Authority be. ditung too, being dieckly 4. 
tefled and athrov'd by God himſelf, the Au- 
- thor of the Miracles; who-cannot atteft or 
approve any Doctrine, but what is true in 
itlelf, and atFually deriv d from Him. And 
no difference. to me, which way 
lam inform d, that a Perſon is inſpir d and 
feat by God, Whether by a Power in the 
Perſon moſt evidently divine, or by a Voice 
to me from Heaven, or by an internal Re- 
velatian to myſelf, provided I am certain- 
h inform d of it either way; which I ſhould 
be by uoll Miracles, as well as by anꝝ other | 
og; So. that, by your leave, it is nei- 
ther impoſſible nor abſurd, as you aſſert, 
t for àa Man to convey a Truth in Fat up- 
don the Authority of God. p. 84. For 
here the Inſpiration. of the Man is a Truth 
in Fact, and this Truth he may convey to 
ne or you upon the Huthority of God, be- 
cauſe. he may give us the Teftimony or Au- 
9 of God himſelf for it, in the Mira- 
„ cles 
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CHAP. cles wrought by the Power of Ang WM wal 
II. from hence likewiſe are we forniſhed with W 
nan eaſy Anſwer to that fallacious Sopbiſm = and 
of yours, when you ſtoutly infift upon it, Wl ., foir 
That chere can be no ſuch Thing, as Di- | « fr iy 
% pine Faith upon Human Teſtimony, Wi from 
Which is right enough, if meant of a 4. u 
vine Faith built ſolely upon human Teſti- the G ] 
mony. But tis nothing at all to the pre- Wl . ;. 
ſent purpoſe, and a mere begging the Que- 4% 
ſtion. For by Miracles the Teftimony im- TT 
mediately becomes divine, and not merely | Ech 
human; and| till you cafi diſprove, what! upon 
apprehend you will never do, all the Force wor ſup 
and Authority of Miracles, we ſhall make | of Go 
no Scruple to build with the greateſt Con- boecki 
fidence a Divine F aid . the Workers the Þ 2 
erben. . ac. 3 
How tr dung ans idle dende good a... 
Philalethes, i s your doubry Parallel, brought Gi W. 
in with an Air of wonderful Significancy, fan J 
of a Man, as you put the Caſe, inſpir d wriſtiok 
with a certain Mathematical Propoſition a- dite 1 
bout a Centrifugal Force; which Man is 1 0 
ſuppos d to know nothing of it as @ Truth ne- Fs 
cefſarily founded in Nature, but has it re- "Th 7 | 
veal'd to him by God, and then propoſes it Aequain 
2 a matter of Belief to ſome other 0 Ad 
t N 5 ; 0 
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« mf convince any other Main net thus in- 
T fſpir d, that he had any "ſuch Revelation 
« from God; but whotver ſhould receive it 


the Grammar of the 
« it, and depend properly upon his Authority, 


mes up e y 
ruth like the other, than you are to à Chri- 


: 0 triſticks, However your Parallel is not 
„vi %, tho it is very lame; for it 
> HY frvcs to ſhew the Reader, hat one would 
ink you principally deſigh'd by it, vis. 
** Tour notable Skill in Mathematics, and 


n His AR your Cutan 
OR this,” ce That be could I. * 


« from him, muſt take his own (you might 
have ſpared the word pwn, becauſe it hurts 
Sentence) . Word for: 


« and not upon the Authority of God. p. 82, 
8;. Truly, I ſhould very much wonder, 

if this ſecond Man did not properly depend 
upon the other g Authority, fince there is 
not ſuppoſed in the Caſe the leaſt Evidence 
of God's Authority. But the Parallel is un- 
luckily ſpoilt” 4 want of that Evidence in 8 
the Premiſes; which being left out of your 
Caſe, makes it really, tho you tell us, it 
to tbe purpoſe, no more in 


lian Few, for want of the Jewiſh Charac- 


Wer with Lale or nil You” a: bigs 
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and in the Face of a mongrel 
* and chis| nor far a wept or 
f nkind ; ; and not by any Art or 
L i | Magich, bot by direct of in- 
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chem, 

mol op we Rules and Frin- 
 « ciples of Moral . 
c neſs to the World; granting, 5 
all this, which it muſt he allow'd is er- 
Kh liberal, yet you maintain, 3 
cannot prove them from hence to 3 
and, impecceble, and unleſs we 
v bar all ſignifies nothing, and 
> 1 wy eee rey 


this of ittix . dur 2 ant * 


advancing ho ledge! But if this M.. 


ze and impeccable muſt be anſwer'd a- 
ain, that we might not ſeem to decline 
of ſuppreſs an inſuperable difficulty, I fay, 
that tis 12 to the Point, and all a 
moſt ſad miſtake of the Thing we con- 


nd for. You very tightly obſetye, that 
« Infallibility and Tmpetcability are the 


« ſole prerogative and peculiar Attributes 

* of God, Pref. p. 9. For taken in their 

os implies manifeftly 
finite Wiſdom, and the other infirite 
Holyneſs, Which are per feckions, that can | 


proper ſenſe, the 


nh belong to the ſupreme Being 
one, . him, is f dle, — 54 
lity of erring or Anni 
Man with fo man Frailties and nr 
fe(tions. Hut what does this fignify to 
the Caſe in hand? We do not pretend that 
by the Power of working Miracles Men 
immediately ceaſe to be Men, that tis p-. 
fcally impaſible for chem to deceive of b 
leid d, of that fuch a Fower does + 
of itſelf any change in rhieir Qualities or 
N 3 what we afhrm is this, 
14 that 
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Cuar. that Miracles are à certain evidence to us, 
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to us in his Name, is truly 
Command. | 


they Preach 
his Will. and 


as wrong, af. d honeft 


and then 


» preſent pret aſians and Doctrines they are 


ſtrictneſs it 4 


God. Let . 


| in Fat bot .right and hong. So that in 
not barely the Ability or In- | 
tegrity of Men, that we truſt to in ſuch | 
caſes, but the Wiſdom and Goodneſs of Þ 
nem be in themſelves or their | 
own Nature both fallible | and peccable, ca- 

pable both of erring and deceiving, yet 
certain we are to Demonſtration 


is incapable of both, that tis impoſſible for 


him to give his Teſtimony to Errors and 
Lyes; and tis alſo certain as I have ſhewn | 
above, that by Miracles, 27 Teſtimony in 
or may be 7 to e, e are the 
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Who work them, do not aftu- | 
ah err or impoſe upon us in this Inftance; 
that they rely are what: they pretend to 
be, the Meſſengers of God, and chat what 


The Men, you | 
will allow, - ho pe, may be right as well | 
as well as knavi/h; | 
liracles ſ ſuperadded. are to us | 
abovemention'd an exter- | 
from God, that in their 


that God 


In e and Prophecy, . | 
__ this Obſervation will help us to ner. 
an eaſy Solution of another licle Diffi- | 
culty of yours. 80 far, ſay you, as 
« they give us the T eſtimonial of Di- 
« vine, Authority, in the Moral Truth 
« and Righteouſneſs of the Doctrines them» 
* ſelves, we are oblig'd to believe and re- 
« ceive theſe Doctrines, and cannot be 
« miſtaken; but where this fails (as ſup- 
e poſe in matters of a fofitive or ritual. 
* Nature) we can go no farther, — For 
* you cannot ſee, why we ſhould take 
« them upon Zruft in ſome things, be- 
* cauſe they have 5 us very 0 1 
credit upon others. ibid. Why, the 
Anſwer is Philalethes, that here all the 
| Doctrines, which they 'preach to Mankind 
in the Name and as A, will of God, are 
equally and indiſcriminately atteſted by God, 
and muſt therefore be all receiv'd as, com- 
ing from him, and enjoyn d us by Him. 
Whatever difference there may be in the 
Evidence ariſing from the things themſelves, 
the T eftimonial of Divine Authority is the 
ſame in all their Doctrines, be the Nature of 
them ſeverally, either ſpeculative ot pra- 
ical, pofitive or moral; and they give us 
no Ferrer” creare * Ties a . of 


— 


—_ _— 8 
hy 3 - * TY Ta _—"— 
— ſ——— — ah © o — 


51 4 
* 
7 
E x 7 
1 
2 * of 
F . 
1 
1. 
4 J 
1 
1 
a2 
475 | 
& A 
a7: 
Ip n 
& 
5 


ES. 
* x l 
oy 
"3 Ss l 
1 
* 
8 { * 
n 7 
Nd 71 TY 
> 5 ? 
oy my 
* * 
1 | : 
: + 
” $2 
5 © co 
* 2 
F\ 9 
8 
N. 
h TA 4 
1 
af © « 
\ k 
1 
8 o 
* p | 4 
3 © 
. 1 } 
EY 1 
8 * J 
: *4 
"© $0 
v4 . 
5 5 
1 1 
1 
1 
7 0 
1 
* 
x 4 
4 
+ Dh. 
. 4 
4 2 7 
N 1 
1 
: 19 
1 7 
* 
11 
44 
j . 7 
1 
4 19 
3 . * 
4 4 
"2 1 7 
: . 
1 
[ A | 
| , $ 
WE. 7 
. 
4 | 
1 
5 i 


9 1 ä ' Bviliondh bop Divine Revelation 
cus AF. coming from God by ſupernatural Reve: 
lation) for their Morel Leffons than any 
othet; and if the Miracles will not prove 
a Divine Teſtimonial to the latter, neither 
will they proye it of the former; which 
yet is a Truth moſt certain and unqueſti- 
if you aſk, what Grounds 
thus depending upon the 
* re which theſe r 


14 to be the manifeſt 
ie Miracles. Thoſe Attri- 
would nor ſuffer him f ſet 


Seal, as our Chillingworth ( 
to the Confirmation "of ſuch | 
7s 1 true and partly falſe; | 

words, He could not attefi 
16 in the groſs, any ſingle Pro- 
ition of which is unwatranted by bis | 
ore [Becauſe by ſo doing, he would | 
fruftrate in 4 great Meaſure the very end, | 
for which his Miracles are wrought vis. 
: tion of Mankind in ſupernatural 
Truth and his own Will, which if blend- 
ed and inter] lated with Human inventi- 
* Chill 1 b. Pt. I. Ch, ut. p. 111. Ed. 4. 1 


might ſubject and expo 


Y —pouns © <_ 


— which, ws doubt, He defi end, 
ſhould be preferv'd inviolably in the 2 
Publication of chem to the World, This 

efore, ahd the many Ill 
Qnſogtences attending ir, his infinite Wif- 


an would vndoubredly engage him to 
_ prevenit; and his Goodneſs would be joynt⸗ 


ly concern d in it; becauſe otherwiſe he 


oſe Mankind to u- 
avoidable and aher al Impoſtures by 
bis own Works and Miniſters; which no 
one can believe or ſuſpect of the Almi 
that has tolerable apprehenfions of his Na- 
ture. And if we rely on him for the 
removal of all fuch Dangers and Diffi- 
culties, 5 Ep upon ir, we are ſafe, 
need not 


be afraid, what Men can dy 


unto us, © 


Wu ar particular Methods would by 
nken by Divine Wiſdon to guard againſt 


culons Powers, — For Us ty 


determine. He can do it ſeveral ways, 
e OY. and ſome way or o- 


ö n do it. He 
might 


by, 


. 


s and Abuſes of his Mira 
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| Riions; or ® ſuffer d to prevaricate and 
miſrepreſent his Orders, he might j imme- | 
diately detect and expoſe them by raifing 

up other Prophets with new Powers to 

confront and correct them. But whatever 

| d NON the. NE 82 4 this 


1 not atually fal ified | 
oint; and that is, the conti- 
nuance of all their wonderful Powers un- 

diminiſh'd to the laſt, after every ſort of 
nich they ſolemnly proclaim 
as divine n It is | 


7 At (6c of God, to continue 

: e nee us Powers unvaried and un- 

interrupted to Perſons imperceptibly adul- 

terating his Truth, as to beſtow them at 

firſt upon an ab/olute.and total: Impoſtor: | 

a th from) the ſubſequent r 2 1 
m 


3 1 TR and Prop hey,” 


* be interpreted to atteft a falſtood in Cray! 
one. Caſe ag well as in the other, which 1 
chat he never will or can do, Ea taken 5 
for granted as undeniable. if 

FROM what has been aid then, 1 3 0 


Fy 
* * 


Philaletbet, it is now ſufficiently evident, that | 
tho' Miracles are not univerſally and direct- F 
ly of themſelves infallible Evidence of i- 1. 
vine Truth, yet in many Caſes and Circum- | 
ſtances they certainly are ſuch; and afford l 
us moſt ample Securities for truſting the 
Workers of them much farther, wk 32 1 
* Truth and Righteouſneſs would carry 3 
And from hence we may obſerve ſome | 
alles Uſes in Miracles for the general 
laſtruction of Mankind, which would be 8 
very much wanted and could not be pro- N 
cur d without them. As 1. The Neid þ 
of Miracles'i is the plaineſt and moſt popular | 
to confirm a Revelation, If the Princi- 
« ples of reveal d Religion, ſays Dr. Scott (n) 
«were to be prov'd by natural Reaſon and 
« Phrloſe ophy, the Arguments of it would 
1 be too thin and ſubtil for V. ulgar Capaci- 
«ties, and Men would never be fit to be 
« catechiz d into their Religion, till they f 


60 had been train'd up in the S and 
bo) er. Chriſtian Life. p $75: Fol. ; r 
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1 are capabli 


Cyan, See inf Itec Ti the | 

. and Diſcourſe; e 
* of no other | 
: tt but what are immediately — Gln upon 1 
* — 3 by 1 Objects of Senſe, Nor. heve | 
they Skill enough ſo exactly to compare 
C 7 5 Terms, as to connect them into true 
& Propoſitions, and from theſe to deduce | 
e their true and natural Conſequenees, to 
tt trace the ſootſteps of Truth thre all the 
« Intricacies of Reaſoning and Diſcourſe; | 
« and this without doubt was one main Rea- | 
* ſon, why the Moral Philoſophy. of the | 
« Heathen |} 
© People, | xecauſe the Arguments by which | 
* jeg Principles were proved, were too fine 
« and ſubtle for vulgar Apprehenſions. But 
Miracles ard Proofs, which as Objects of 
| Senſe are plain and intelligible to all Caps- | 
_"eities,, © Tk ne healing of the Sick, the re- 
e ſtoring Sight to the Blind by a word, the | 
„ raifing and being raiſed from the Dead, 
« are matters of fact, which they, ſays Mr. | 
Locke (u), can without difficulty conceive; | 


and that he who does ſuch things, muſt W 
« do them by the affiſtance. of a Divine | 
Power. Theſe things lye level to the or- 


e) Locke. R 


5 fonab, of e p. 283. 9% ö 
| — dinarieſt 


®. 


ad ſo [the influence upon the 


cd 


85 in „ Mirgeles — ede, 143 
« djnarieft Apprehenfion: He chat can 1 di on * 
9 « ſtinguiſh berween fick and well, lame and ; I 
* ſound, dead and alive, is capable of this . ing 
Doctrine. "And I aſk now, whether owe 
| «coming from Heaven in the Power of 
God, in full and; clear Evidence and De- 
« monſtratian of Miracles, giving plain and 
« Jiref rules of Morality and Obedience, 
« be not likelier ro enlighten che bulk of 
« Mankind, and ſer ee right in their 
« Duties, than by Reaſoning with them 
from general Notions and Principles of 
« Human Reaſon. I appeal, whether. this 
« be not the ſureſt, the ſafeſt, and moſt 
« effeual way of Teaching. I believe, 
there are few, who have conſider d rhe 
Nature of Mankind with any fort of At- 
tention, but would readily ſubſcribe to 
Mr. Locke's opinion. Miracles are argu- 
ments ſo obyious, ſtriking and affecting, 
chat they force their way into thoſe Minds, 
which would not entertain or hearken to 
abſtract Speculations. They ſpeak Divi- 
nity in a Language irrefiſtible almoſt by 
thoſe, who would never be mov'd by all 
the Philoſophical Harangues in the World; 
and indeed they are the only probable means 
of . hat: Ros ad Her to 2 


Divine 
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+ RR Boden ce ef 80 un 
Cup. Divine Revelation, and of ptoducing thoſe | 
Advantages, to the World, Which Are the | 
* principal End 7 Deſign 3 TY 
32 F ox - Whic way is it likely to remove 
the Ignorance, correct the Errors, reform 
the Vices, and to root out inyeterate Preju- 
dices, without ſome inconteſtible Evidence 
of Divine Authority attending it? Bare 
Philoſo phical Lectures upon the natural Re- 
lations 15 things, and Moral Reaſons and Fit. 
neſſes, would be empty, un unintelligible, un- 
affecting Sounds to a People overwhelmed 
with Idolatry and Superſtition ; they would 
| not make one Convert in ten Thouſand, and | 
perhaps might ſoon coſt the Moraliſt his | 
Life for Blat phemy againſt an Idol. Take 
the whole antient Empire of the Romans, | 
and ſee from thenee, how much Truth there 
is in this Aſſertion. If ſuch. then be the 
plain neceſſity of divine Authority for that 
purpoſe, I would know, what convincing 
immediate Evidence could be given of it, 
adapted, as it ought to be, to the Genera/ity i 
of Mankind, without Miracles of one kind 
or other? Ir is quite unimaginable, with- | 
out a particular Revelation to every ſingle 
Perſon that wantediit; which is too extrava- 
gant and abſurd > any Man of Senfe to 


. 


ana it Revelation Pp; Hons pick be ever 


for Mankind, and granted by the" 


0 0 be neceſſary töo, in ordel to pro» 
luce the intended Benefits of the othe 


bro Deg! 


ee and Extelt; and. they will. 


moſt popular, ev Ng; of a Divine Reve- 
ation. | 


this Evidence of Mibacte: is the moſt ſhore 
and compendious way of proving the Truth 


«Philoſophy of the Heathen had ſo little 


4a of proving the Principles of it were 
* ſo long and tedious; for they were fain to 
"prove them by Parcels, and when they 
*had convinc d their Auditors of the truth 
"of one Propoſition, they proceeded, to a- 


dem all Ingiy and _ by dr Hint atid 
di 


hey for their ener Benefit, Mira- 
Fin a 
lle wil or the Reaſons, before mentidn' d, | 
prove the beſt and moſt ferviceable means 
for thar purpoſe, Wich ſhews Elearly the 


ingular Importance and uſe of Miracles in 
this firſt View, as being the plaineſi and 


Bur Re We may ; obſerve 24 That | 
of a Relig ion. ** One Reaſon, ſays the 


learned Writes abovecited, why the Moral ? 


« influence on che Vulgar was, | becauſe their E 


"nother; and ſo they were fain to prove 


{| 

3 
19 
1 

7 
14 ; 
11] 
1 * 


Kd * 1 
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* ; - : 15 F 
, 5 ox 3 4 


Cnar: t different ee which was Go tea | 


a a WAY, 2 the. Yulgar had not Jeiſur: 


. 2 o attend to 0 great a Variety of 


Reaſonings, * WET Capacity. enough to 


2 retain © hem. | he that works : A real 


9 40 Miracle, in oF 13 ſuch a a. Voctr 
4 true, proves it all at once, a 14 | 
- < trouble himſelf to demonſtrate. one Propo- 


-< ſition after another; for by giving a mirc- 
« culous Fign of the Truth of ſuch a Doc- 


* trine, C od doth openly. approve. every 
ce Propoſ ion contain d in it; becauſe it 


« cannot be > ſuppoſed, that the God of T ruth| 
« would approve any Doctrine in the g/, 


« if any Fart or Propoſition of it had been 
_ «« fzjſe ; fince in ſo doing he muſt neceſſiri- 


« ly have abuſed our Underſtandings and 


18 witting) -berrayed us into a falſe Belief; 
* which to affirm of Gad i is equally abjurd 
| 45 and 1 And to the ſame 


cf 1 * The Bulk of Man- 


The kind 
ec Debut tration; 3 nor can they carry A train 


f Propfs; which in that way they 


« muſt always depend upon for Conviction, 


. « and cannot be requir'd to aſſent to, till 
ce a $6 ſee aka De Wherever 


a Dr. ue. 1 15 p. ee . 
"K | eee 


a 3 > 
* L : 
* r 54 
8 


bp” P ; i: the eee, 410 
Apen their Proof, and maſt -« 
Doubt by 4 Tide of colicrene Daddies © 


« you may '#$ ſoon 


« cles/all bis Commandt become Principles; 
a ther. needs no other Proof for the Truth 
« of What he fays;: but that b ſaid it. And 


inſpir d Books to he inſtructed. ( 


xe theſs des of! Miracles] 'oompar'd wü 


chem confiſts! After leflening the Credit 
nd Authority of Miracles, as much n as! you- 
an, you gravely ſuboyn a am. a- 
janſt being mifunderſtood. You do 
"not intend to prove 


"purpoſe at all in Religion. Miracles na- 
rally tend to awaken and alarum Men, 
5 Locks. 0 n &:. p. 282 C * wp * * N 
| 1 K 2 : 6e to 


then there needs no more, but cord the. 
How noble and beneficial, Pbilakrbes, i 


fat how: and jeune one, in which aceord- 
to you the iubole worthy and ſignificancy : 


from thence; that 
"Miracles are of no uſe, or can ek 


eg 


« tions from the firſt Principle, how long 

and how: intricate ſoever 427 be. And 
hope to have all the 

« We fant ar eien the Spinſ- 
(ters | Matbema- 
« tjeians, as to — perfect in Hthicks 

« this way. But as to the worker of Mira - 
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© H TY 14 to take tl cm off Gi a 18 "IM | 
N * ee ficancy, and to r them 10 2 


«the Miracles are gen for 58 5500 
« of Man ind, and with a viſible RN to 
e their e and Happineſs.” And this 
Effect the Miracles of Chr iſt and his A- 
e poſtles . had upon the People; - 
ce they di poſed them to receive the Truth 
t upon proper Evidence or rational Proof, 
"Mm which was all that they were intended far. 
p. 98, 99. No doubt,  Phzlalethes, Miri- 
cles do nt W tend to awaken and ala- 
rum Men Fr. and fo far J readily agree 
with you]; but that the ſounding an Ala- 
rum is the only Uſe, for which they are 
tended at any time, common Senſe will not 
ſuffer us to believe; and as to thoſe of Chrill 
and his Apoſtles, duch a Notion of them 1 
Will ſhew hereafter to be more Fiction and 
| Chimera. But this ſort of Language wa! 
5 formerly introduc d by ſome whimſical En. 
thufiaſ's among us; who to bring in theil 
darling. of evidencing Light of the Goſpel 
as they term'd it, diſregarded as mean and 
trivial the external Evidences of Revelatio 


by Miracles, and eſteem'd em like you < 
ay. | ; oo "ol 


ww 


Bp: Shingle ® obſerv'd « 


Years ago, gave great Advanta age to Tnfide- 5 
ih, inaſmuch. as by taking away the #atio- 

1a! Grounds on which we believk reveard 

Religion; and by reſting the whole” Evidence 

of it on things not on ly derided by Men of 
Atheiftical Spirits, but in themſehves fach as 
cannot be diſcern'd or judg d of by any but 
themſelves, we have no 2 left to con- 
vince an Unbeliever 2. But without en- 
uixing any farther from whom this No- 
tion is deriv'd, let us next examine the 
Truth and Juſtneſs of it. Now 1 ſay, tis 
contrary to Reaſon and Senſe; and the very 
Efetts,” you aſcribe to them, of awaken- 
ich alaruming, taking Men off from a fu- 
fine Negligence and Incogitancy, and bring 
ing them to a ſober and ſedate Conſideration 

if the Matters proper to them &c. do all 
anſpire to prove it moſt evidently. For 
ape what Being y you \ will to be che Aus 


( 60 2 „Ong. Ks; J. _ K. p 4255 228. Fol. 
ek 2 a Rook entitaled; ==: 
ate Divine: Kc. 1671. p. 34, Dedæavell. 
e. R a 


only, which ro Fo und 25 ich 
wo ald_hax re receiꝶ d and Propagated among 
Men; and nat fa fat which he di/liker him- 
elf, and rum which; he weuld diver: t 
tee and Concern. of Men as much as 
potlible | This, 1 think, is tag plain to bear 
any Que tion. Well, if _ fo, chen Miracles 
Will manifeſtly prove that Being s {pprobe- 
ien of the Doctrine, in favour and Recon 
mendatioꝶ 1 are wrought. And 
: kis the ſame whether a gad or an evil Being 
works the Miracles; each will appear by 


the Miracles to apprave their ſeveral Syſtem: 
and Miniſters. Nom ſuppoſe” once more, 
that Gog is the Author. of, the Miracles, a 
certaj ly ee wel 40 an evil Bey 


| 8 raiſes in 8 chai Attention - 
it, and ſe 2 fe Confllerettion GFR: * And whal 


fly and — deny, chat Miracles may 


"proper Buidence of Truth in 


Hane 54606 at this fringe time e e 
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more Reaſon and Propriety, vis. That | 
cenſequenth, che Praphets foretelling ſuch | 
future Ever 1s, with ſa much exactneſs and 
certainty, were immediately inſpir d by God, 
_ and from | lim, deriv'd. their Supernatural 
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fierell many things unknown to Men, 
in being, or which 


whoſe Cauſesare already 
they themſelves defign to effect, or which 
are now in agitation and concert among 
Men, and near a final Execution; yet other 

Events there are, the Prediction of which 
cannot with any Reaſon be imputed to any 
Natural Pręſaging faculty of theirs. Such 
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| Ages from the Prediction itfelf, and depend- 
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2 this miraculous know- 
ledge does not ex ince dy of itſelf, nor 

* An CEL unn at of it. We 
may preſume” indeec d generally, that thoſe 
y favours with ſuch ex- 
ee in the Dif- 
Ne nn Office, are Men of ex- 
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Hes them to us infallibly z and if this Con - XJ 
ceſſion, Philalethes, will give you any plea- 
ſure, I believe there is no one amongſt us 
that will envy or oppoſe it. And I am ſure, 
the Evidence from Prophecy as to the Pro- 
phets themſelves, or at leaſt all that we con- 
tend for, is {till very ſafe and 1-19. 
| without higher Claims. k 
Bor you quite amaze me with your o- 
ther Article, in which, you would invalidate 
the Argument from Prophecy, with reſpect 
to Perſons or Dofrines predicted. There 
you tell us, that © you cannot ſee, how Pro- 
« phecies can be taken in Evidence for the 
« Truth: of Doctrines, or Righteouſneſs of 
« Perſons, . becauſe forſooth the Life and : 
« Religion of Mabomet or the Pope might 
« have been Foretold, as ſome think they 8 
« were, Here you allude, * tis plain, to the 
 Chriftian Argument drawn from the Yews/þ 
Prophecies in fayour of Feſus. Chrift and 
his Religion; and by this. moſt. acute and 
elegant. Obſervation abour Mabomet and the 
22 our whole Hypotheſis, it ſeems, as 
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fore Prophecy is no bettet Argument for the 
latte, than it inight be for the former 
Very poſſibiy indeed, Philalethes, accord. 
ing to your Account of the thing; but pray, 
who inform d you, that the whole Strength | 
of our Argume nt lies here in the bars fore. 
telling? Or, what Cbriſtian Jew among us 
evet aſſerted, that Petſons would appear to 
be righteous, or Docrrines to be true, mete- 


ly becauſe they were foretold? For my part 


Tm an utter Stranger to ſuch Men. And | 
the Truth is, you dreſs up the Argument in 
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Philalethes It is true, both or either of 
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eee e Man 3 e 


4 s or N Truth of proce Doin 
as well as to that of Jef Chriſt? Real 7 
1 ſhould have but a poor Opinion of that 
Man's Heal or Heart, hob either could not 
or world not diſtinguiſh better, when ere. 
ry Boak : ppon this - Subjec would teach 
him another. Leſſon. It is plain and oby 
je — y one, that, as the Charade 
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ripect only, did che Prophets bear- 1 
to the Wreteh. On the other fide, 2 
fah is repreſented. by the Prophets under 
the nobleſt and moſt beautiful Images, as 
the Light of Nations, the Prince of Peace, 
the true, faithful, beloved Servant and Meſ 
ſenger of God, to whom the Gentiles ſhould 
fk, and Iſrael ſhould heurten. There- 
fore Feſus, who appears to be that Meſſiah, | 
1 alſo the true and faithful Servant of God, 

in whom he is well pleaſed ; and as. ſuch, are 
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believe, and follow Him. 80 various and 
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here given by the Prophets to diferens Per- 
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u to fretell every. one 5 Perſons. 
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it. „Whether, ſay you, they (our Forefa- 
* thers) ought to have beliey d as they did. 
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'5 


N eee the Example of 0 Pro. 
1 nb. G. Vol. 1. 2 1 PEE > 


2 8 1 10 ; 
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16 1 of Bae, chat a (Mail may 
F deluded by the pretence of a Revetation 
«jade to another, "againſt an ex preſs Reve- 

. lation made ro himſelf; and 8 Son. 

, clude, that this would often ha ppen, f 

chat we every Day expe 
„Men can be peryerted by 
Hfinuations of others, aguinſt 

t Reaſon and Judgment, whey ation a8 

* well be prevaipd upon to act againſt a 
Revelation made to them, though Re- 

60 velations were as common and familiat 

. amongſt Men, as Reaſon” itſelf is! 80 

that for theſe Reaſons among others, it is 
highly improper for God to ſpeak dress 
to every Child or Servant of his, as'Fathers 
or Maſters of private Families may and u- 
mually do in Perſon. Again. Fathers or 
Maſters, if abhſent, may ſend their Orders 
directly under Heir Hand and wal to e. 
very part of their Family concern'd int 


Nt EE pbecauſe their Orders are parti R 

— : a ſew” Perſons, and the Perſons to whom 
_ | they are ſent are all actually — ey ge. 
i ther at once, and RR _y may 
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and 4 ſend then ro all his Sr and Chis - 

en his Hana and Seal in all wars 
ters de World, and in all ſucceeding 
Ages? Muſt he raiſe up continually his Pro- 


' phets and Meſſengers for this purpoſe, with 


clear inconteſtible Credentials of their divine 
Authority? This would require the fame 
profiting of Miracles as 8 ; and What 
is more remarkable, would even diſguiſe 
and efface ala very Evidence to his Orders, 
wich is here deſir'd to atteſt them. 


only preſent Hand and Seal, which God can 


ſet to his reveal d Orders for the uſe of Per- | 
ſons uninſpir'd, is that of a divine 7 eftimony 
to his Miniſters in miraculous Powers con- 
fer d upon them, Now were theſe mira- 


culous Powers exerted perpetually to all ſuc; 


ceeding Generations, the very ee of thoſe 


Powers would by their frequency be entire- 


ly defeated, and the End of them abſolute- 
ly fruſtrated. For if works, which are now 
miraculous... were once become uſual and 
familiar by conſtant produ ction, they would 
loſe the Deſign and the very Nature of Mi- 


racles.. One eſſential charaGeriftic of Mi, 
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dinary Effecis in Nature. All things, that 
are pofible, are alike .ea/y. to God, and Mi- 
racles are as eaſy. to his infinite Power, as 
any thing i in the common and ſtated Courſe 
of Nature can be; the only difference is, 
that Miracles are his extraordinary. or 5. 


TK? 


"derful to us, and Genifing his De] . 


terpoſition and Operation for ſome. particu- 


lar End. But if ſuch, miraculous. Effects 
Were daily repeated from Age to Age · they 


4 Would at length by their Number and Con- 


y ceaſe to affect us as Miracles: ſhould 
 ſurprize and | Admiration (7), and 
would no longer. bear the Name and Cha- 
"racer, of Miracles, but ſink i into common 
. and form only 3 4 ferent 


-*) Non moverent, niſi mira efſent 3 at £ A. efſent, 


ne; nen efſent. Nam diei & noctis vices,. & couſtantilſ- | 
mum Ordinem rerum cceleſtiym We. da qui primum videat | 
age ſentlat, hebeſcit obruitarque miraculi; : Nos vero 


oinia, non cogpoſcendi facilitate, quid enim cauſis borum 


obſcurius, led certè ſentieadi Mf duitate contempingus, - Ar- 

eie Utilit. Credend. cap. 16. EL TY 
Eorum conſeetudine frigefceret genus humanum, quorum 
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liſftance to his-Miniſters, and clear At : 


1 ſignificancy in them of his 


Hund and Seal ta his reveal d Will. From 


c you may ſee, what in Fathers or Ma- 


ould be highly renten. | 


1 


prove in Event both a Reflection on his 


Wiſdom, and hurtful in its conſequences 

even to his Children and Servants. - But 
- what then muſt we do in this Caſe? Muſt 
Vo take your advice, and reſolve to believe 
and regard na Orders and Revelation of his, 
but what we receive immediately from Him 
by a Voice from Heaven, or at leaſt under 
his Hand and Seal of /enfible Miracles? This 


- methinks would be a ſtrange Reſolution, 
and argue but little Wiſdom. ir Reſpect in 


his Servants or Children, if notwichſtanding 


their want of that particular Evidence to 


his Orgers, they have ſtill in another Way 


both as much as the Nature of the thing 
would permit, ſuppoſing a priori the Truth 


Ce 2 forme, Revelation, and ag much as We 


teſtations to his Orders from Heaven i. e. in 
— they would ceaſe to carry chat 
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_ ene, were enen ace as! 


Cooviation;ts dryers — 00. act 
table Minds. I put the whole upon 71 

Iſſue, and reſt the particular Proof of K 
onthoſe accumulated Evidences, often urg d, 
u n. beer GabKiog in cen full force 
among us. Now granting, I ſay, for the | 

3 — a fair ſufficiency of Evidence in 
enen to inſiſt percinaciouſly | 
on a bigber Degree of Evidence, which nei- 
ther the Wiſdom of God nor the condition : 
of Man will allow, and wicheut this to 
ſeorn and negle& any orders of God propos d 
to our Belief and Practiſe as reveal d ſuper- 
naturally by Him, is ſuch Preſumption i a 
his Creatures and Servants, as is ureerly irre⸗ 

concileable with 1 e and. 1 
of things. e 07 3 

To thewehisi in binds mmedſites in its pro- 
per Light, do but ſubſtitute a Prince and 
his Subjects in the om of your Father and 

his Children, or your Maſter and his Ser- 
vants, and then obſerve the Conſequence. 
Suppoſe the King of England thetefore to 
how out his nn to bis peo- 


% $5.5 > of 


** 


ce.” I aſk now," muſt every 


individual den ofhicmaitiand es 
ente; till he ſpeaks with his Majeſty in 


Perſon, or bears: from Him in the moſt di- 


rect and unexceptionable may? Might any 


one ſafely refuſe to comply with his Ord, 


tho otherwiſe publick and plain enough, 
only nen . ge wanted ks Hand + and 
Seu? | | 


t to think, his 
would er put an End to ſuch trouble. 


ſome” Seruples by proper Severities and 
withour any Juſt” Imputations of Cruelty 


or Ill-nature. And even in the Inſtance, 

of "which you are ſo particularly tou: 
that of à private Family with a Father or 
Maſter at the head of it, we ſhould find 
by a ſmall variation of circumſtances, chat 
| ſuch Behaviour would comport no better 
with that, than the other. Suppoſe then, : 
that you were at the Diſtance of many 
Miles from your Family, and upon hearing 
of ſome great Diſorders in it, were to ſend _ 
a Servant or Relation with a Letter of Re- 
2 to your: Family. with particular 
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and excuſe themſelves from obſerving” much 


Orders, by faying, it was only probablE un 
very uncertuin, whether | theſe were really 
-yeur Orders or not, fince to them they are 
convey d by a Perſon, whoſe Teſtimony 
and Authority is Fallible, and who might 


balſibly deceive them, by counterfeiting your 
Hand and Seal for private Ends of his own; 


aud therefore as they could not depend on 


Orders convey d to them in that roundabout | 


manner, they would go on acti ing as they 


did befdre, till you came yourſelf, and 


poke to them in Perſon, and gave Orders in 
a more direct and poems. er Way. 
Now what would you think of theſe-Offen- 
ders in your Family, and how would you 


tteat them? Would you fairly acquit them 


for their Prudence and Caution, 7 5 admit 
their Plea of inſufficient -Evidence for your 
Orders? I believe, we might ſafely truſt 
vou for being fo eaſily pacified and impos d 
upon. Well then, ſuppoſe now again, -that 


by greatly enlarging your Diſtance, it was | 


"_—_ that theſe fame Orders of y 


an rejeRt them wit Seorh, 


ſhould 


5 k 1 — . to juſtify an abſolute 


here too, I. lare ſay, that it would not. 
Neither wquld the Caſe be much alter. d. 
hold weg add to theſe a 100 hands more, 


we know it may, by our foreign Letters. 
Now: if all, this be true, in a Caſe where 
the Evidence 
ner io that in a Traditional Revelation, whas 
becomes of your mighty Difficulty with r re- 
ſpect to Divine Orders or a Divine Reve 


Linn, convey d to thoſe of remater Ages up- 
on Human Teſtimony? For if they are bm 


written hy Perſons. moſt evidently employ- 
ed. as his Agents and Penmen, and gn. d 
or atteſted by Him as his own ili i in a 


clearly convey'd. to us. as faithfully at leaſt, 
as yours in che Caſe above would appeaz 


x or the! Mulritude of Haut through 


ance. quite evacuate Four 2 
t of them? You, will agres with: me 


Provided: ng Diſtance requir d ſo many, as 


| | bears ns. proportion in a man» | 


way ſuitable. to the. Supreme Being, and 


5 to your Children or Servants, w — 
vould the Diſlance ſignify betwreen me or 
You, and. the firſt Writers of God's Com, 


which 
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tidform'd-of Ms Will abr ay 
| perhaps, that Men —＋ lee W8 From Di- 


bf God's reveaPd WII as nat to BE lik 


niſh'd with the very Originals of their Wri⸗ 
_ tings,” but only with Copirs ot Tranſeripts 


of it; when the other is loſt. This I al- 
£ Tow to be true; aud is actually che Caſe 
with us of theſe Times, which makes ir 


e from the firſt Preachers and Penmen 
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indeed ſomething different from chat of your | 


Servants or Children, but not unlike 
of the Subjects beforemention'd, receiving 


TnjunRtions from their Prince, of Whoſe"6- 


tiginal Writing 99 Parts in 4 F 
the whole Kingdom can only have Copies, 
and yet may be aſſuf d beyond all reaſot- 


able Doubt of the Faithfulneſs of their! 2 


pies, and will alſo be oblig d to 


Di 
Eadtensed Wich koch * Copies, W 


Number and Diftance' of the Perſons" is w 


7 — 2 


Ereat, that all in the nature oft 
not poſſibly be furniſt with oe, 
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Copies: And ſo'mdy we, whatever Wok | 
e in Place or Time; and we muſt be 


* 
i 


ume —_— lie — * Diſdrancages 
yet others there may be, and thoſe very nu · 


merous too, whoſe Diſtance from the;Founs 


may be ſo much 4%, and oppor- 


3 than our's, that they might 


even ſee the very Originale, : tho” cohvey'd 


and thus would be plac d in the cireu 


ces of your Family; and by them we of latet 
times may be aſſur d, that 6ur Copies agree 


& 


to them thro many Hands i ſucceflively; 


with theirs,» and from thence with the Or: 


ginals- themſelves i in every thing material. 
So thax in;thors,. this Parallel of your's: will 
leaye us exactly where it found us, without 


gaining one rictle againſt Human 7. Yen 
or a divine. Revelation convey'd by it. It is 
only indeed one remarkable Inſtance, how 
ſtrangely a good — m_ 1 | 
ms 2 Ar Jann en 
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ener and eternal Salvation. pag. 345: Ian- 
{wer, by the ſame way that a Civilian could 
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_ « guad biſtorival Evidence of very imp 
tant Facts, and Facts which we could 
& not otherwiſe have known, Vet we are 
t aſk'd; what certain Markor Criterion have 


22 Human Teftimeny from 


: Authority, or how we can prove 
hom Emer ee, that any Doctrine 
t comes from God, as a Matter of Conſci- 


prove what is Roman Lau from the Di- 
gel or Juſtinian's Inſtitutes, and our on 
Lawyers what is Statute Law with us by 
Ola Acts of Parliament, and all with a Cer- 
tainty ſufficient for any ſerious and reaſona- 

ble Man. Indeed if you mean here by a 
demonſtratiue aud abſolutely. infallible, by 
which we cannot ↄgſibly be deceiv'd, I muſt 


on, there is no ſuch Mark to bo had from 
Human Teſtimony; no not even from the 
higheſt: and ſtrongeſt that can be imagin d. 


nor even upon the very Suppoſition of a true 
antecedent Revelation from God. For mere 


Men will always be Men, e 
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AE, 
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| | one} Forte were by nor r Er pres 


AY 
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tert rtamty from their © 
Nor ib it neceffary at alt 

10. uſes” tar we ſhould; becauſe "we _ 
dsge x hot as Ground öf ſtrict philoſos 
phfenl Sryence, but in Evidence only to paſt 
E 4 te which; tho igll. Demons | 
ſuntiens ein never be given in any Cale; | 

E ind/atlow an indubitable' Cer- 5 

ey ſuch as ma) produce a firm Aſſemt 
. erfivaſion in the Mind, free from all 


ent Cite ſtated before at large, Human : 


Teſtimony infbrins us, that ſuch and facts: * 3 
Men did once live upon Eärth, as ir does 


in vil N Tiſtory as to CIcrro, Cafar, Plato, - 
Ariftorle, d&æe; and that ſuch and fuch Books 
were written ard publiffid by thoſe Men, , 
and that ſuch is the genuine Text of thoſe 


Authors, and that fuch were their Works, * 
Behaviour, and End in the World, with £ 


many other curious particulars; all which” = 
may be as certain to us, bs any Fats of th 


leave no room in any reafonable Minds for 
boat ung Diibelich, This in ſhort is the 
e 1 


* 


d Diffidemee. Thus in the pre- 95 


& 


and at the fame Ditance: either” 5 
are or can be; 3 and ſo far certain, as to 


_ Cnae. Sum of all char we attribute to Human Te. 
III. fimony;; and when we are thus informd 
ofcheſe particular Facts, our Reaſon collect 
from the whole, in what Degree and Ex- 

tent a Divine Authority muſt be juſtly aſ. 

crib'd to ſuch Men and their Wiese and 
ſhews us as clearly from the ſame” Fad 
— Writings, how we may diſtinguiſn Di- 
vine from Human Doctrines, as it does 
to our Lawyers, what is Statute- Law and 
what is not in the old Acts of Parliament. 
Both we and they muſt be guided in the 
Knowledge and Reſolution of theſe Points 
by Human Teſti mony, and T hope, with Cer- 

' fainfy enough for Civil Life and men 
Concerns, tho not a Certainty mathema 
tical and infa/lible. And tho' we take Ho- 
man Teftimony for our Guide fo far as 'tis 
neceſſary and proper, yet we do not put 
put our own Eyes; we ſtill make uſe of 
. 0 Reaſon, and no farther do we claim or 
pend upon the former, than is confiftent | 

2 the clear and genuine Dictates of the 
latter, and with the ſoundeſt Principles of 
Human Prudence. By which means we 
are ſecur'd effectually, if we are not want- 
ing to ourſelves, both from Supemftition and 

7 pecan on one come and irreverent Pro- 
8 Pbaneneſ 


« plainly errOnee: 
may be rrue conlider'd in itlelf, 0 coming 


from Hot 
Circtiraſpedtion, and the ſtrongeſt Evidence, 


we are, I think, in no confiderable Dan- 
ger of erying extremely i in the Authority of 
ines Were 

. eb 

be temembeed, we are 


107 and. what is much to 
and ſhould always 


ſure, tho by Accident we might perhaps 
er in ſome Article, we are ſure I ſay, of 
ering on the right Side, and that innocent- 


ly and blameleſaly ; in the Sight of God; who | 


will never be offended with our following 


the 4% Light he his afforded ue, and pay- 


ing ſo ſerupulous a Veneration to that which 


fjears to us his reveal d Will. "And if fo, 


leave any Man to judge, which Side of 
the Queſtion, Humility, Prudence, and 
our Duty to God eee to our 
Chee 


Nrirarx is there any more d in 
: ſubſequent Obſervation of yours upon the 


ame Head, That ſuppoſing it ever % 
true We wy pgs in Fact (viz. That 
P 2 557 459g Mira- 
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I | Cnar; « Miracles had been wrought for the Proos WM _ 
11 IH. of any particular Doctrine in former A. . 
4 Er ges) uo Conſequence can be drawn from fl t 
1 any ſuch thing i. e. no Conſequence as to «hi 
4 the Truth or Divine Authority of any ſuch W * cat 
| Doctrine. ibid. What Conſequence may juſt- WI * of: 
F| ly be drawn in favour of Doctrines from ing 
4 Miracles wrought- in Atteſtation to them, Wl * inp 
N has been conſider'd: before at large. The , F 
Queſtion now is, what Evidence Traditio- W what 

nal Miracles will give to particular Do- ¶ effect 

ctrines, when both are convey d and notified own 

to us by good Hiſtorical Relations or Hu- fame 

man Teſtimony. As to which, to affirm in dit 

that un Conſequence can be drawn from the affert, 

Miracles in proof of the Doctrines, tho ever. fn 

E. true and ever ſo clearly prov'd in Fact, Wl hood 

is ſtrange indeed and unaccountable. For partic 

one would think, that Miracles ſo very a plai 

cleariy prov'd to us in Fact, ſhould like- WM fnce. 
« wiſe clearly prove as much with regard to Wl pe 
40 the Doctrines confirm'd, by them, as they WI 4tr:4 
El did with regard to the ſame, when they fr// Wl atur, 
1 appear d in the World. And nothing more, ſonabl 
Y  Philalethes, do 1 or any Man of us deſire. BY Fats, 
bl But a ſtrong Reaſon, it ſeems, forbids their Bl ihele x 
4 proving any thing at all; for „tis certain WW caſion: 
0 00 chat the n nd Moral Perfections of WM Creari 
Nt b »in e 


of Traditional Revelation. 


qa 


„od and the natural Relations of Man Oger. 


to Him, as his reaſonable Creatures, and 
a the Subject of his Moral Government, 


cannot depend upon the Truth or Falſhood 


« of any Hiſtorical Facts, or upon our form- 


40 ing a rigbt or wrong Judgment concern 


« ing them. ibid. Moſt — Argument tru- 
ly, Philalethesl By which you would oppoſe 
what no body maintains, and by which in 
effect you prove too much againſt even your 
own moſt darling Principles, and at the 


lame time not one tittle againſt the Point 
in diſpute. For in the firſt place, who ever 
aſſerted, that the Being and Moral: Perfee- 
tions of God depend on the Truth or Falſ- 
hood of Hiſtorical Facts? Eſpecially on that 


particular Fact of Revelation? It is in truth 


a plain downright Contradiction in Terms, 


ince every Revelation from God muſt pre- 
ſuppoſe and depend itſelf on his Being and 
Attributes, And to ſay likewiſe, that the 


natural Relations of Man to God as his rea- 


ſonable Creature depend on ſuch Hiſtorical 
Facts, is no leſs abſurd than the other; ſince 
theſe muſt be neceſſarily previous to all oc- 


HI. 


caſional Revelation, as arifing from our very 


Creation and Exiſtonce, and being the ulti- 
mate Ground of the Truth, Obligation, and 
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Car. Efficacy. of the other, For Which r: Ba 
III. all are 1 


greed as to this Point likewiſe, with 
* out one Nair that I know of, to the 
contrary. To what purpoſe 1 therefore is it 
40 215 on theſe things, in Which vou 
have no Opponent, when that, which is 
the Point of Diſagreement, and deſeryed 
your greateſt Attention, namely the Con- 
 clufion or Inference from all theſe Pre- 
miſes, ſeems to have been out of your 
thoughts, or very little conſider d? For 
here ad. you urge an Argument againſt 
Human Teflimony anc: Hiftorical .. Fats, 
which equally holds againſt Human Age, 
and all Theological Deduftion 
The Being jars Meral Perfection * 600 
and the natural Relations of Man to Hin 

5 in themſelves, that I know 
of, upon eur Reaſen. or Fudgment concern: 
ing them; they would ſtill continue what 
they are, wherher we perceived them or nor, 


| . were: right or wraqy': boil”: wk 
fore at once to renounce all the Authority 
— and deny the farce of any Conſe- 

_ quences drawn from it i in rel 18 j 
I ſuppoſe you admit thisC no more 

| * __ yet your — us 


of Yraditionl Revelotich; - 


From 1 
much, and ought to be diſcat 
ingly in the preſent diſpute. But 1 gueſs 
at your Thought \ in 


ing and Perfections of God, &c. cannot de- 
pend on the truth or falſbood of any bifte- 
rical Facts. And bad inſerted theſe 
words in 
then have retorted it « bs Hunan Reaſon. 
But ſtill it is faulty and inconcluſive againſt 


2 the Poſition I defend; and the great fault 


of it lies in miſtating and miſrepreſenting 


and Tradition as wholly excluſve and rnde- 
pendent of Human Reaſon, and o eſpouſe 
the ſame in conjunction with it, and perfect 


* all our Notions of Religion and Morality 
* depend in ſuch a Senſe on Fachs either of 


original or Traditional Revelation, chat 


een muſt not be conſulted about it, nor 
ay regard be preſer vd for the clear fundae | 
% ee Principles of it; and char all — 


trines pr PO: '> to us, as coming from” God 


rnatura we muſt preſently be 


general, tho' you tripp'd 
unluckily in the Expreſſion of it. You might 
mean, that our Ideas or Notions of the Be- 


1 ſhould not 


_ agreement to it. We do not aſſert, that 


23 


2 arly to it, as they do to your own. Ca ay. 
s regul e you may ſee, they prove foo HE 


the Caſe. Du conſider Human Teſtimony 
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en Ar. admitted as ſuch, whether right or wrong 
III. in the Judgment of Reaſon, whether agree- | 
WV able with, or contradictory to it. That is 
not the Point we maintain, and is really as far 
from. our Thoughts, as from any Pbilg. 
þher's in the Kingdoin. But what we aſſert 
in ſhort is this, that as, ſuppoſing no ſuch | 
internal Objection from Reaſon, we may 
have inconteſtible Proof of a divine Revela- | 
ton by Miracles wrought before our Eyes, | 
fo may we have wnqueſtionable Proof of the | 
ſame,” with regard to a certain Syſtem of 
Doctrines, by Miracles. related tq us in 3 
Faithful Hiſtory, tho! not the Objects of our 
Senſes. Now what are we the wiſer, or 
how are we hurt in the leaſt, by being told, 
that the Moral Per fectigus of God, and the 
natural Relatians of Man to bim ſor our Ideas 
of all theſe things) cannot depend upon biſto- 
rical Facts? Depend upon theſe they may 
not; either the one for exiſtence, or the other 
for Trath ; but ſtill there is ſomething ofſig- 
nal Uſe to our Wills and Underſtandingy, for 
Weh we may and muſt ſolely depend on 
ſuch Hiſtorical Fa#s;and that is, the Know- 
| ledge: of God's own "expreſs Inftrufions 
concerning theſe and other — ek Matters: 
ew may Krug i to im pn enlarge, and 
rant * N 


— 


% 
* 


8 Traditional Revelation. = 2 3 3 
confirm, gur natural Notions to the higheſt Cuar, 
Degree, and adminiſter extraordinary Sue, III. 
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cours and Encouragements to our Piety and WY. 


Virxue. For which excellent Advantages 
it is both ineſtimable in itſelf, and renders 
the meats of attaining it worth our ſerious 
Care and moſt diligent inquiry, Now the 
Means of attaining is with us are Human 
Teſtimony or Hiſtorical Evidence, And if 
the Fa#sabovemention'd are'clegrly prov'd 
to us by Hiſtory beyond all reaſonable doubt, 
whar plea can we have for diſbelieving their 
Reality? And if we of this time cannot rea- 
ſonably avoid believing cheir Reality, hom 
can we avoid the Evidence to Doctrines a- 
riſing from them, any more than the firſt 
Spectators of them? For my part, I ſee no 
other way of eyading their force, ſuppoſing 
as you do here, clear Evidence of their 
Truth, but either by ſhewing, what is falſe 
to Pemonſtration, that ſuch Facts tho ſeen 
with our Eyes can never prove any thing ag 
to Doctrines; or, What is equally. incredj- 
ble, that God does not expect Men to be- 
lieve his reveal d Will fram any other Mir 
racles, than thoſe, of which they are them: 
ſelves Eyewitueſſes : : Contrary to 5755 exr 
1 Declaration of Fe 455 Grip Bo fed rot 
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they who have not een, and yet baue believed 


X< 4 I 
(s). Which words of our great. and com- 4 
mon Maſter imply moſt certainly, both | Rl 
that divine Faith ke juſtly be founded is 

on Human Teſtimony, and that Duty and 4 
Aurel both mig ht oblige Men to it. 1 
Bor all of a ſudden you change che * 
Scene from a clear and ſerene Li göt, to 1 
Clouds and Darineſi, and take your . of 3 
us wich great Precipitation in the midſt of it. 3 
This, ſay you, would depend upon ſo ma- * 

* ny uncertain circumſtances and poſſibilities 4 
. Error, and God in this Caſe muſt be 10 

* ſuppos d to have plac d the Salvation of F 
« Mankind upon a very precarious and ſan- "4 
d Foundation. p. 346. Where are we now, | 1 
r ory af I thought, juſt before we had =” 

| biftorical Evidence and very clear 10 

| Proofs of the Fact: under Conſideration. & 
What have we to do then with theſe ma- of 
py uncertain circumſtances, precarious and % 
fandy Foundations? You may Fancy your- * 
elf, if you pleaſe, encompaſs d with thick 7 
Egntian Darkneſs in brogd Day-Light, or Ms 


loſt ; in a Wood or Wilderneſs while ſitting 
at home in your own Chair. And ſo as to 
ene Fatts of all W 1 cially thoſe 
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be the” Evidendhs: of Senſe,” Ae many 5 
Doubts and Difficulties have been ſtarred, © 
and plauſibly dreſs d up in Theory by Pyrr- 5 
boni Antient and Modern? What innu- 
merable Tepe of Error have they they plac d 
round about us on all W And yet, 
 Spetulation' to erden. Fact, our Frighes 
and Doubts are at an End, and we ſee good 
Authority for truſting our Reaſon, and Sem. 
ts, and Hiſtory as before, and find no al- 
—_ for the worſe in our real Circum- 
ſtances. So alſo, eee Revelation, 
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cigues and Renne of at, _ "=, 
. , ſuch Fictions of FaQsand Forge- 
ries of Books, ſuch tricks of Librarians and 
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Ses the — with the e, 8 
8 2 — of Ideas, and make him a mere Fela de ſe in 
Scepticiſm. But who can help that, if the 
M,an will needs be diſtracted with pure Ideal 


Dahner without deſcending to plain Fact, 


abſtraedly what is þ2fible.to happen, but 


What has a&ually happer'd'in the Caſe be- 


fore us. Here'we 25 Id begin our Enqui- 
ry, and if we find upon the ſtricteſt ſearch 
thro' Antiquity backwards, that our preſent 
Accounts and Records of a former Reve- 


lation are act ſo uncertain and precarious, 
as a plodding gloomy 7. beorift may imagine, 
but faithful; ſtrong, and convincing, with- 
out any tolerable Colour and Grqunds for 
Suſpicion, why ſhould we be troubled or 


ſtagger d with intimations of many uncertain 
circumſtances, and poſſibilities of. Error, which 


we ſee and know have 28 enter'd in Fact 


to any conſiderable Degree into the preſent 


Caſe? Suppoſe only the real State of things 
ta be ſuch, as I have mention d, and your 
yhole Objection founded on mere ſurmiſes > 


immediately vaniſhes ; for then, notwith- 


ſtanding Human Teſtimony, we may build 
our F aith on rational ſubſtantial Eyidenoe; | 


* 
* 3 ng 
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weighing the real Evidence of things? 
The regular way is ſurely” to conſider not 
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of 75 ditional Reveldtio? 


| ; place the Salvation of Men, CMA. 
. he always will do it, not on andy III. 
but folid and durable faded And WWY. 
what is farther obſeryable, 'we may even. | 
preſume @ priori, as J have hinted before, 
that if any Revelation from God is dag d 
for ficceeding. Ages, a peculiar Provi- 
dence will continually attend it, and guard 
both the SubRance and Evidences of it in 
ſuch a manner, as to yield ſſicient means of 
Conviction to future Ages. 80 that you 
have no pretence for ſiappoſing ſuch great and 
numerous Defetts 1 in the Caſe, as certain 
concomitants of it, when tis equally pgſible 
and much more probable, chat all may be 
pure Invention, and not affect our Syſtem 
in the leaſt. And on the other ſide, to cut 
off all murmurs and complaints at once; 
were things in Fact, as you inſinuate, ſo 
uncertain and precarious; as not to give us 
| rational Grounds of Faith, or Evidence /i fufs 
| ficient for our Conviction, I ſhould then nor 
ſcruple to allow, that a gracious God 20716 
FE | not place aur Salvation upon em, in ſuch 
1 
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Circumſtances. What remains therefore now; 
but to leave all imaginary Difficulties, and 
to come directly to the merits of the Cauſe? 

Upon a careful examination of which wo 
oy 8 5 Zn : may 
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Ws TAVING nds; in * ee 
11 pre your general Principles 
the Eeldence of Divine Truth 
bro Doctrines coming from God, the Na- 
fure and Ve of Miracles, Divine Faith, 
Human Teftimoriy &c. I now proceed, Phi- 
lalerbes, to conſider, how far they agree 
with the genuine Religion and true Autho- 
Fity of that great Prophet, you ſo much 
Ami, Jeſus Chrift ; and to ſhew what 
Aſpect and Influence they have upon it. 

You frankly 4 profeſs yourſelf a Chriftian 
« upon the foo? of the New Teftament. p. 
4 359. You acknowledge the immortal and 

umd Glory of our Cbriſtian Prophet, 
« and that be has given us the beſt Account 
© of the Nature, Attributes and Will of God, 


If ay, other — or Laugiver in the 2 


40 1 8 3 


— 
nel, an fared more clearly. by 
« Duties. and Obligations. of Motal Truth- 
« and Righteouſneſs, and enfort'd them with 


feveralCnar. © 


IV; 
0 


e ſtrunger Motives, and encourag'd them 
« with the Promiſes of more feltual Aids 
« and Afiftances, than had ever been done. 


* by any. other, Prophet, Moralift, or Lau- 
66 giver in Religion. Pp. 167, 392, 411. You 


allow alſo his illuſtrious Miracles, and the 
great ſupernatural Gifts and Powers con- 


fer'd upon his Apoſtles and other Diſciples x 
and you. likewiſe repreſent. the ſtrange and 
good Effects, which thoſe Miracles had 


upon the People. p. 80, 81, 167. All which 
are, no doubt, very handſome and laudable 
Conceſſions, and ſuch as we ought to ac- 


cept with ſuitable Regards at your Hands. 
And now upon the Strength of theſe chief - 


ly, you let us know at laſt in pretty ſmart 


Terms, how much you diſreliſi and un- 
deſerve the Titles of Sceptic and Infidel, 
when they me: 
of any ſort. p. 355, 356. And for my part; 
would not rob you of one grain 


an Immorality and Irreligion 
of Reli= 


gion, that properly belongs to you, and 


ſhould heartily rejoyce to find you with- 
out the leaſt Tincture of Infidelity. But 


ee nn, | 


preſent ; 
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. preſent ; ſince your: Title itſelf of a Chris | 
IV Fian Deiſt, borrow'd from Chriftianity a- 
u &c. (4) gives room for Suſpiciond; and 
 fome other Principles you advance are tos , | 
glating Proofs to me of you? tent 'Defici- E 
| ency in true Chriſtian Faith.” _ | 
To begin wich the Authority o k y 
Chriſt. We conſider and adore him as 4 
Teacher evidently ſent from God, ſpeaking 
to Mankind in his Name, and acting from 
beginning to end by a Power and Authori- 
ty Divine. And accordingly we receive 
all his Do&#rines and Precepts, hot only as 
true or good, but as the Oracles and Laus 
of God; and as ſuch we profeſs ourſelves 
bound indiſpenſably to believe and obey them. 
And the plain deciſive Evidence of his Di- 
vine Miffion, we place in thoſe; aſtoniſhing 
Miracles (including his Prophectes) which 
he difplay'd 1 in his Life-time upon neon 
and in his glorious Reſurrection after 
with the marvellous Conſemuents n ir | 
By all which Actions and: Events; we are 
fully convinc'd; that the Almighty was with 
bim throughout, and that in Him dwelt all 
the Fulneſs of the Godhead. Now what fay | 
, Philalethes, to this Point? wy - 
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oQrine of all Divine. 01 75 6 
becauſe; you. muſt maintain 12 755 
ae laid wv ge e 
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n of the * CODES entertain'd. 
1) Many gh dds ' as (theſe of Juul Chrift. So 
did the Emperor Alexander Sri. who, — Mnf ins 
the Number of his Deiti N have built a Temple 
to his. Honour, had not 12 about him moſt 
it. 2 


roufly remonſtrated againſt Spartianich (vals. 

yidi) 4 Heathkn Hiſtorian, relates of him-etprefily? i in is 
| Life, Hiſt. uſt. Tom. I; Ed. Var. 7 2 

peg. bee Roet Au as a molt” pions, Fe" 
wiſe Man, 'tranſlited-into the Heavens, and approv'd. by. bls 
own Gods. See his' words in Euch. Demonſt. Evangel 
lp Ban: 

"Thus alts doo Age te Hed ör the Pagani 1 kis biin 
Time. Danna ip Feſum Chriſum culhars aut Blaſ- 
beware new. guilent; eique attribuunt excellentiſimam. ſapien- 
tiam; ſed 1 tanquan Homini. Honorandun tanquam 
2 Neun irum putant, colexidum aurem 3 Bau 

: Auguſtin. de Conſenl. Evangeliſt. L. I e. Il. 


| * Mohamnied himſelf ſpraks of him frequently in, his 
Can with the greateſt. Reperence, he even acknowledges 
his Miracles, ahd dendunbes 2 Curſe againft thoſe we Be- 
lere not on him. See the Conn Ch. III, IV, V. JR. 
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Whine Faith; thiln to che Pefſon or Per- 
= wards receives any Truth From them, 
4 Authority, and not at all 


inen, or upon che Authority of God. | 
p. p. 82. Now if ſo then it follows direct | 


| bg char the Knowlelige of any. Truths 'com- | 
Authority, than only to Fefus Ce and 
: g muſt take it not upon any Divine Teſtimo- 
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Lerne whtver” Care od 1 9 970 | 
ey ton Man's Mind — 1 öt 
8 W N Velaribn, the i . 
8 unh ſuch Truths can 8⁰ no further upe 


vine Authority dr ds 4 matter Wh * 4 
er after- | 


2 it upon Zheir ole Credit and 
a Divine 


municated immediate) dy God to Hef | 
Chriſt, could go no further upon Divine 


Whoever afterwards. receiv'd it from him, 


ar all, but his enen | 


nothing more than Human, Neither is this | 
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Reaſon and, Fitneſs could not be 

_ diſcern'd by, blind and peryerſe Genera- 

 tign,overnhelm'd with Depravities and Vi- 

ces, his Audience, tho ee J and alarum'd 

by. his Miracles, had no other Grounds of 

 Convidtion, no other Afſurances of his Miſ- 

© fon from God; and their only Mark and 

Criterion, of Divine Truth, by which they 

were ever and. ſolely to be gu ided, was tho | 

Light of their own thus accompliſh'd Un. 

derſtandings! And even the /itrle, which 

perhaps ſome Men more tractable than the | 

reſt might believe, would be. Teceiv'd up- | 

| on no more divine Faith, by your Hypo- 

Fd theſis, than.; a good Moral Lecture from you 

or me; having nothing to ſuj pport ir, bur 

either the reaſonableneſs of the king: or the 

ſole Credit and Te eftimony of J! himſelf, 

a nere Man to all Appearance like chem 
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and Succeſs of our great Prophet, and re- 


ſotming the Pagan: "World from Idolatry 


and-Impurity! . Had you been rais d up in 
the Days of Auguſtus, and infuſed- theſe no- 
ble Principles into the Jews, Greeks, and 


| Romans, and inſpir d them with a proper 
Ce, of Miracles, how eafily would 


the Zewwi/h Nation, and the Heathen World 
have triumph'd over Chriſt and his Apo- 
Rles! The Jews would have known, that 
if Feſus could not prove a Divine Miſſion; 
they could not be oblig'd in Dury to relin- 
quiſh their old venerable Lawgiver Moſes; 
gor could they incur any Gujlt in refuſing. 
to embrace. a new dyſtem of Religion, of 
which a fallible Man was the 1 
Nor would they have been perſwaded of 
any more Reaſon and Fitneſs i in Chriſt's Do- 
fines, than was viſible in cheir own ſas: 
cred Books; and ſo, no doubt, would have: 
adher'd immoveably, as there appear'd no 
tzmpting-Encouragements on the other ſide, 
to their old Conſtitution and Form of Wor- 
ſhip, On the other hand, che Pagan * 
bophers had too much Pride and Attach- 
nent to their ſeveral Segts to became 
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Nine in their Doclrind And 38 i a | 
true ie ned Saviour, - a. Neſurtect ion of the Bo- | 


would all Rave deen foolſſengſi to che grand 


the Dreams and Chimæras of whimſical En- 
_ rhuſiaſts; In the mean time the Populace | 
to a Man would have ſhun'd'and-abhorr'd | 


the Apoſtles as Arbe %, for endeavpuring 
deſtroy their Sacred Rites, and baniſh their 


as they thought, by real Divinities; with- | 


_ rity to urge fot it. And thus had your 
ö Doctrine of er eee prevail'd in thoſe 
Times, hos "Moral | Reaſon and ' Fitneſt 
would have 
£ e 8 * NE by-which 
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any Credentiuls to ſhew. or Arguments te to 


ry Sect mig} pretend and aſcribe 10 their 
own Syſtend, vis. a mere Moral: Reaſon and 


Y, afid the like, theſe Topicks to the laſt 
Diſputers of this World, and paſsd only as 


to pull down their Shrines and Images, 


Tutelar Deities; and would have | feadih 
perſever'd unanimouſly in dhe signing Ido- 
latry and Superſtition, approv'd and requir 4. 


out hearkening to the Novel "Theology of 
Men, 'who had nothing of Divine Autho- 


ſigniſieck but little, while the 
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this very Ifland. of ours might as this Day 
have practiſed all thoſe Abominations, Which 
now tis our Happineſs only to read in Mig 
Schedius (x) and other Hiſtories. At leaft 
Iwill venture to pronounce, that 27 Cen- 
turies: would not have produce d: that num. 
ber of Converts to the Goſpel upon your = 
7 Which, e did n er 
petter, 
Bp r tis time now, after ſhewing the 
tendency of your poſitions, and how inju- 
rious and even deſtruftive they muſt be to 
the whole Religion of Jeſus Chriſt in point 
of Authority, to attack directly the Poſitions 
themſelves, and prove them to be ng. leſs 


falſe and groundle/5, than they appear to be 


miſchievous. And here I will ſhew, Firſt, 
That Miracles of that Kind, Number, Con- 
tinuance, and ſo circumſtantiated, as thoſe 
of our Lord and his Apoſtles are Jupposd o 
be, would alone to Eyewitneſſes evince both 


lis and their Divine Miſſion; and theſe con- 


lider d again in Conjunction with their Dae- 


the * e e copriuad you's. 2 
dark: and-erroneous; and in all probabilicy, = 4 


; 7 tion | df fe; 20. That: foch' | Miracles bar 
IV. Lord faithfully recorded by his own Apoſtles 
nnd Eyewitneſſes of them, and ſuch of the 
utter by their Diſc iples and Attendants, to- 
gether with particular Accounts of sur Lord's 
Doctrine by the ſaine Apoſtles, and that of 
bis Miniſters by thempelves i in writing, would 
. Prove no leſs to all in ſuccetding times, 
ſis have theſe writings tranſmitted down 
to their hands, wich clear and 'unqueſtions- 
ble Evidence, of their being genuine, entire, 
and uncorrupted i in any thing material. 30. 
That we of is e ae. ee hay the Cale 

; abovemention'd. e 13 THEE 
Fiksr then, I ge as the M ales of 
our Lord and his Apoſtles, if true as you 
Fuppeſe them to be, would ahne to Eyewit- 
neſſes evince both Hes and their divine Miſ- 
-fion, For how in reaſon ſhould it he othet- 

. wiſe? It would be as plain as the Sun lt 
Noon-Day, that ſuch aſtoniſhing works 

_ could not be effected by any natural maberi- 
al Cauſes, nor by any inherent Poier or ac- | 
 quir'd Art of Mun. All Men know ſuf. 
ficiently, that in a bare Nord or à Touch, | 
there can be no natural Efficacy to give 
Sight to the Blind, or Speech to che Dumb, 
or 3 to the N 0 or Health 10 a 4 Wen 


Wat 


it beams; ra * — aidbeweſt 2 
pher might ſee; that all theſe Effects were. * 
produc'd' without natural Cauſes, and ex- 
ceeded the utmoſt Limits of all Human Ca- 
pacities. They muſt therefore be neceſſa· 
rily attribured to ſome! intelligent Being - 
perior to Man, either God himſelf, or ſome 
inferior Good or Rui i Spirits above us. But 
now to Evil Spirits they could not bene 
finably aſerib'd, dec becauſe tis utterly im 
probable in the Nature of things, as 1 have 
.cndeavour'd. to prove in a former Chapter, 
that Bui Spirits ſhould even be endued 
with a-phbyfical Power of ſuch Extent, and 
becauſe, were they really endued with ſock 
Powers, it would be abſolutely irreconc 
be with our Ideas of God's Viſdom, -Good. 
neſs, and Providence, to permit their exert- 
ing thoſe powers: for-the Endi, and in the 
manner and Circumſtances of the preſent 
Caſe“ Jr: was a Time, when, if ever, a 
Divine Revelation would be neceflary and 
uſefull in the higheſt Degree, when a Senſe 
of the groſs Errors and Corruptions then 
prevailing in the World might raiſe in all 
die and good Men the moſt paſſionate 
Wi ſhes, and meſt el ee of i i. | 
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ſpir d even of a trus dirvineRevelation; and 
ſuch at the ſame time in Magnityde,: as that 
none ſaper wur to them could ever be expetted 
or even wrought, ſo far as Men are capable 
of judging, upon the ſpecial Interpoſition 
m and eee 
Sgt Man n — this whole 
Tranſiction in all its Circumſtances, and 
then he will ſee moſt evidently, that either 
the Providence of God, and his Attributes 
of i/deom and Goodngſi muſt be wholly ſer 
Nations of our's, or that 
God himſelf muſt be the great and glorious | 
Author of all. We are here to ſuppoſe, 2 
an excellent Writer (y) obſerves, that a Fer- 
ſon calling himſelf the dan af God, and pro- 
nt from Heaven to nN | 
viour and Inſtructor of Mankind, did in 
; Confirmation of his divine Miſſion and Au- 
thority perform the [moſt aſtoniſhing Acts 
of Pomer and Goodneſs ; that hb at once by 
e e Will heabd all ſorta of Dif 


"i 918 4 ehe 8 ch fant 7 «4 « ON Se. p 
aſe 


a TE II. p. 8 


= 


ſee: e and? mird even i 
Dead in warty: Iriſtances:£0/ à ſecond: Life! 
that le did All this with an Air of Grandeur 
and Sbueteignty, s 3f He had been Lord of 
\ature; he only ſpeke; and it was done: 
char he fed five Thouſand at once with five 
Loaves and two Fiſhes; that he co mand - 
ed che Winds and the Seas, diſcera'd tho 
vety Spirits and moſt ſecret Though f 
Men; that he was twice proclaimd by 
2 loud Voice from Heaven the well. pleang 
and Beloved Son of God; that he foretold 
che particular manner pf his 9wn Suffering, 
the future Freatment of his Diſeiplee, the 
| Judgments that ſhould befall the Jews his 
Murderert, and the mighty Succeſa of his 
Goſpel in the World, againſt all Oppofiti- | 
on, and under the maſt unpromiling and 
diſcouraging circumſtances; all which ſur» 
priſing predictions were pur Eually veriſed 
by the Event. That he likewiſe appeal d. 
which was the and moſt wonder · 
ful Thing of all, to his future Reſurrrction 
after Death, as the moſt illuſtrious Proof 
of * divine Mios, and W 
ct rife 
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TV; . hinſelf — 4 fue i near | br 
wo Weeks together u upon Barth, aſcended at 
laſt viſibly into Heaven; and within ten 
De after, as he promis d and foretold ex. 


to his Diſciples, he pour d forth up- 
on them the Holy: Spirit from om High, by 
which they were enlighten d in a prodigious 
Degree, and enabled to ſpeak at once a 


great Variety of Langua 
chought of before, and to perform in his 
Name many Signs and Wonders, ſuch as He 
| himſelf had wrought while preſent upon 
Earth. Thar farther by a bare Impoſition 
of Hands, theſe - Diſciples communicated 


the ſame amazing Gifts and Powers to their 


immediate followers, and theſe again to o- 


thers. And that all theſe things were not 
done 1 in @ cornen, ar a few Inſtances, that 


might admit of ſome. ſuſpicions of Impoſ- 
ture, but openly and publickly, in the View 
of great Latente as and even before their 
bittereſt Enemies, and in numberleſs In- 
ſtances; and for a long Succeſſion of 17ers 
together. The viſible Effect of all which 
was, that the Religion which they and their 
Maſter preach'd to the World, tho' contra- 
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firm'4* by” more illuſtrious eee 


than are here exhibited. And if Doubrs 
Difficulties can poſſibly ariſe in this' Caſe 
nſt'a Divine Revelation, thi might in . 
any other. C; 
be pleaded with the ſame reaſon and Credi⸗ 
bility, And if this Do&rine and theſe Mf 


 racles did not come from God, we are left 


incapable of ever knowing what do come 
from Him, ſince that one Power of raiſing 
che Dead to Life is to Human Reaſon as con- 
vincing an Argument of che Finger of God, 


e any thar can be imagin'®.  Now'who' 
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James, Cephas, | 


I zohen they per- | 


(4 
bende, 
cellent N 
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agg) ee 
| 1 — 
3 Go tern he hats VV. 
Ye Spry Taub, d the Spirit of 
1 John. IV. 6. Now does all this' vun 
like the Speech of Men. who never pretend. 
d to any Infallible direction of the Holy 
ü 2 Laue 2 3 would 


: to paſs, . fo mag roſs 1 Mid | 
mn thei e — — | 
ble, ery! oſs ſoveral-phraſes 6 qu 
10 it, and claim evidentiy ro themſel 4 | 
„3 as if they: were veally ſo; 
h Simplicity and Integrity, 
abhotrence of all Preſumption and 
| Arrogance; tha had they been wholly deſti- 
tute of all Infallibility, they never would 
have us d Expreſſions, that miglit naturally 
and neceſſarily imply it. In ſhort the very 
Sf of moe 9960 ene ene Pay 
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| words,. which an eminent mee .given us, in an ex- . = 


cellent Diſſertation on this Epiſtle, of St. Peter, See A. | 
1 82 and Intent ed p. m. 194, 195. | 
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rd ef wem and knew ile, ard che 
Ds r Spirits ie. the ttt and divine 
from falſe and diabolical. 8 blos Jo one, 
986 aue ifs e. among the common Chriſtians 
s given the ,d, Mi ſdom, to another the 
herd of Knowledge by the ſame Spirit; To 

another the diſcerning of Spirits." New all 
theſe Gifts were undoubtedly, as Qbry/ofors 
well obſer ves (g), conſer d in the moſt emi- 
nent Degree on chedpofles (5);whoſe:'Q 
Character above all n All 
extraordinary meaſure of each; far it can- 
——— that ſuch Gifs ile Spi. 
tit were beſtow d on inferior Believers, and 
denied to choſe, who were the Pillars of 
the Church, and were appointed to deliver 
the ſtanding Rule of Faith and Manners to 
all the Diſciples, and whoſe; principal Hu- 

iD nl it was to detect and expoſe fulſe Pro- 
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_ bly. wiſe and knowing, as to all mattexs in 


vhich chey were inſtructed by the Spirit? 
To what Purpaſe and End in this Caſe 


wu Wiſdom and Knowledge be chus gi- 


 theybeenabled, to di iſcern.true Spirits from 
falſe ones by an extraordinary Gift. 


Spirit, without diſcerning them infallitly? 
Take away infallibility, and then the Gift 


; of at leaſt would prove 


of lictle uſe, and inſufficient: for the very = 


propos d by it. To which let me add, 
dhe the: "Apoltſcs had farther grounds for 
ſuch pretenſions and expectations, from 


expreſs promiſes of their Lord and Maſter. 


He told them, that bis Father ſhould giue 
them another Comforter; that might abide 
with them for ever, even the Spirit of Truth; 
 whom-the world could nat receive. That He 


| ould teach them all things, and bring all | 


1 to en Wan wharf be 


ernaturally, if it were no more cer- 
ein and unerring, than aviſdom and knn 
lege without the Spirit? And how could 


any ee Detegess 4 Seepecg 

been And if they were really poſſefs dof IV. 
Gifts if the Spirit "didvendus Marr WY 

1 Wiſdom and Knowleige: from above, 

how could they be otherwiſe: than infall- 


"$6 rome; 1 guid 1 Truth, 
1 e Truth, which it concern d therm 28 
his Apoſtles to know, and to publiſh to the 
World. Ch. XIV. 12, 13: Let me afk now, 
in chat probable Senſe che Apoſtles oould 
to be' guided 


Spiref Lb, . — — 
We aided 


could they or any one elſe 
chat a divine Spirit would act any 
"ocherwiſs than after a divine manner, i. e. 

_ very Truth, into which it was 
ple d to guide theſe Miniſters of God? 
I am well aware, Philalethes, of the artful 
Gloſſes and Exceptions, which ſome have 
ſtarted on this head, and when they are re- 
piv'd upon me, I may think myſelf con. 
cern d to examine them grrengively, I ſhall 
only obſerve at preſent; that even the Au- 
thor of the famous Letters on Inſpiration, 
allow d the Apoſtles to have had ] im- 
mediate Inſpirations and extraordinary Re. 
Delations by the Spirit, and that ſo far as 

- «theſe went, they were render'd infallible (1). 


| — fo 8 4 dee of ere _ 


5 / And i gem ſhi Od 


_ . e . 
# u this Epiſtle of 
7 8 Gifts: prove cem io 
have been pure Inſpiratiom ; and which 
sought to make the el ee 
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< my notion, this difficulty can be cleati 
if ſolved; However he daes attempt a Sg 
lution of it. Lach as it is, vrhich 


plex d and weak to need 4 Confuration; : 


8 cially ſince to me it appears very plain, 
that the Author himſelf upon ſerond 


1 We 3 mach iut- | 
everal ther | 


les n in thoſe Let 


fer act cnn; perceive, | their 


any Point and at any time, and re 


aint en chat abe Apoſtles themſelves 
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refer us to ſome very extraordinary Fuckt, 


2 greatly detracting from their” Authority. 
00 tell us, that * in the Apoſtolie Age 


95 X sche falſe Prophets and Teachers bad the | 


* extraordinary Gifts and Powers as well 
oh the true. And conſequently, ſuch Mi- 
ulous Powers could be no Evidence of 
ruth and ſound Doctrine. p. 9, 87. But 


in the ſame Degree of Magnitude and Per- 
manency, and while the Poſſeſſors of them 


| Bed x as falſe Prophets and Sedücers. For 

it does not appear by any proper Evidence, 

that ſuch miraculous Gifts and Powers were 
_velted in the Age you ſpeak of in any Ful/e- 


Teach ers amongſt the Chriſtians, while they 


| added as ſuch; and if you can name to me 


one of this Stamp among Jeuiſb or Gentile 
Deceivers of thoſe times, and one true Gift 


of the Spirit or Miracle, by which they 
| confirm'd theirfa/ſe Doctrine, Imay venture 


to give up the Cauſe. Neither St. Paul 
ors St. Peter, nor 'St; Jude, nor St. Jobs, 
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is particularly remarkeable, . Poul whea 
he prophecies. of che Man of Sin, Whol 


coming in future Times would be wich Signs SY 
ond Hing Wonders after the working of S- 
ran (H, is quite flenc as to the Sg And 


; Hander of any Seducers at tbat time, 
any others. bebdes the great Antichrif, wo 


be reueal d hereafter, Is not this now very | 


0 firange and. forpriing, if che falſe” Pro 


them? And is it not more ſurpriſing Nil, 
that St. Peter () 15 Years after th 
leaſt (n, St. Jude 125 St. John about 40, 
ſhould in cheir Deſcriptions of theſe De 
_ quents, nevet drop a Syllable, by. way of 


Caveat againſt. Deceptions by their Signs 
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Days, (give us once the leaſt Acccunt 0. OY 
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impoſed, upon by ſuch Works. And what 
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with: ee Powers, as you repreſent 
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not well avoid: raking notice of W ge. 
lar and preſent a 


Payfon. | 
much as a Hint or Alluſion td mn ſuch 8 


tion of ſueh Gifts, they were 'after- 


DN een ta For hat {; it” 
tg bo ” Mike the d Meiples 
ana Minifters'of Chit „dhe Apoſtles could 


eious Pretene 


s, and offering ſome patticu- 
nejdore to that ſort of 
Inſtead 6f this wWe have nor ſo 
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thing in all their Writiugs, excepc on 

the Caſe of à diſtant future wer to 
Which perſwades me, that sicher theſe Se. 
ducers never were poſſeſs d of any extra- 
ordinary Gifts and Powers ; ot if any of 
chem did ar firſt upon their Baptiſm and 
Profeſſion of Chriſtianity receive any Por- 


wards totally deprived of what they 
before from the Hay Spirit. "Now that 
both theſe Oaſes are very poffible, ap- 
pears from hence. The Gifts of the Holy 
Shoſt, as Dr. Hammond (n) and othert have 
obſerv d, were not conferr d on all Belic- 
prom „nor by every Perſon 
in the- Miniſtry. "Ag: Inſtance of the latter 
we e have: in Philip the * vho en 


qued himſel — Hoi of wing MCs 

aces and.,the People of maria Vearig Aa; : 

amd ag chem, g ave heed . of iran owes.» , 
0 xg hich Pbilip ſpalu. 
be HAY were * Baptiz'd both. Men ad Hos... 

. Bur they 71 not immediately re- 
4 the Holy t from Phrling. bo af-..: 
terwards . — the Apoſtles heard, that 8a. 

maria: bad receiv'd the word of God, bey 

— unto them Peter and. Joys whe en | 

they Were come down prayed for them; that 

they might receive the: Holy: Ghoſt... Then,'we'/ 
are told, _rhey-{aid their Hands upon. chm. 

ond they recer'd the Hol Ghoſt (). hots. 
ſame time Simon Magus, who bebolding tb 

Miracles. and Signs which were done by Phis- 
bp, wondeFed and zelie ved alfo and was haps. 

i d. appears, to have had no Rare in the 

Gifts of. the- Spirit, being told by St. Peter, 

when he offer d money for the high Apoſto- 
lical Power, Thow haſt neither part nor tot  : 
in this Matter; for thine Heart 8 | 

in the Sight" of God (q). Which 3 

of St Pepe jaſon bim is undoubtedly to be 


interpre F bim not oy 
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= IV. ert, but from thoſe likewiſe Chmmunicaed | 
| is the other, Believers ; fince the Apoſtles, 
| | who knew the Corru ption of his Heart, AW 
him equally unworthy both of the one and 
the other, and therefore molt. certainly 
would not lay their Hands upon him for that 
purpoſe. Now as that falſe Teacher Simon 
Magus was thus debarr'd of cheſe extraordi- 
nary Gifts, why might not other falſe | 
- Chriſtians of the ſame corrupt 'Diſpoſirions + 
and Defigns, ſuch as Hermogenes, Phygellus, | 
Alexander, Hymeneus, &. be. debarr'd 
from the ſame. in the like manner? Eipeci- | 
ally as its generally age, that even the 
true Believers were not all endi 
ſuch Powers. Thoſe Seducers might per- 
haps, as Simon had done in Samaria, amuſe = 
and aſtoniſh the Vulgar with ſome. jugg- | 
ling Tricks, or magieal Operations; but 
what are theſe to the ſpiritual. Powers of 
the Chriſtians, which even in Simon's Eyes 
appear d fo excellent and wonderful, that 
he could not help wiſhing to gain them, 
and vainly and wickedly offering a large 
Sum for the purchaſe of them? And to 
confirm this account, there is extant a re- 
_ miarkeable paſſage in he wherein he 
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Faul has in- 
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"Gift of the 4 Ans, be Warn 
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agate any Error ot Fu 
7 Ni f ey, How then, Ixvould 
00 on our Doftrine affected by the Ex- 

ebf Jaa? While he preach'd ay 'a 


Henkite Apottle' of Fee Ch 2 ; he was. 


i ity i Sen and Wonders ; and ben 
betrayed his Maſter, hat 


felves. pfetend e 0 1 Tradition fron 
their Anceſtors," w ho no doubt would have 
NY wangen ſo precio ious an Event; 


ed Mp Thar he ever did after 
that Traytor? It is true, this werbe as 
* * Impeccabls abſolutely, no 
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1y. never knew any one demy; but it does mr 
Wwe, what is the thing to be proved, tha 
Judas was thus. peccant, or any other like 
him, and fill work d W fre is 4 
Defection. . „ 
Bur 24d. Allowing, if you pleaſe, 'foms 
extraordinary Powers to be veſted. in "Cote 
falſe Prophets and Teachers, Jet it could 
not. be ſaid wich any Proprisch, bag loch 
Perſons bod them. as well as the true autho- 
ris d Miniſters of the Golpel and Apoſtles, 
Becauſe the former being private Chriſtians, 
and much inferior in Station and Quality 
to Apoſtles and Evangelifts, could have _ 
in no gteater Meaſure and Degree, chan : 
other private Chriſtians. ; And tis certain 
beyond Diſpute, _ that the Spiritual Gifts 
conferr d in thoſe Days on private Chriltians, 
were no ways comparable for Number and 
Extent to thoſe of the Apoſtles and Evan- 
geliſts, as the learned Spanheim(y) and Bud. 
deus (2) have ſhewn at large. And even Sr. 
Paul himſelf in his firſt, Epiſtle to the! brin- 
thians” "Chap; XII. informs us. very clearly 
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inte or Believers. One bad rhe Gift "OF 
Pro becy, only, another: the Gift of Tongues, » 
ird had the power of healing Diſeaſes, a 
fourth of caſting out Devils &c. Whereas 
the Apoſtles| were eminently, endued with 
all forts of Gifts in their own perſons, and 
were continually diſplaying them in the 
richeſt Abundance. So that if a few of the 
private Diſciples, who had once ſome Gift 
of the Spirit, had ſtarted u p ſuddenly among 
them as at Prophets. — Seducers,” they 
could noteclipſe or reſiſt the ſuperior Luſtre 
of the Apoſtolical Powers, nor give an 
ſufficient Countenance to Error in oppoſiti- 
on to the Truth of their Goſpel. Becauſe 
the inconteſtible Preeminence of the one 
would directly controul, and deſtroy the In- 
floence f the other; and plainly evince to 
every common Spectator, whoſe Doctrine 
1 Authority came really from Gad, and 
ought to be receiv'd with entire Taha 

 fion as his Will. In which N 
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ex Significancy in your next. biz. That 
e theſe Gifts were not confin d on, annex xd. 
tet any Moral Character, but thoſe who. 
< were endued with them, might make 
«either a bad or a guad uſe of them, 286 
much as of any natural Talents, and Fa- 
e culties. From whence ſome in fact made 
da right uſe of them for Edificatiqn, while 
AL others employ d them only for; the Fur- 
_ poſes of Emulation and Strife, And this 
et you ſay, is an evident Proof, thac the Per- 
ene veſted with them were. not bereby 
« made incapable eicher of diceiviag others, 
«op of: being deceivd Geer, Bid. 
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5 Hamilicy of their Chriftian Charact 

extorted from their excellent Procpir St. 

Paul ſevere Expoſtulations for their 

1 pſ1 Chariggy/ and Schiſmatical C 
Others again out of Vanity — want 

5 of. Judgment, would exergiſe their Gifts | 
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0. 1s hey ſhould have been, yet they were nar 
ſo ill employ d, a yo would infiguate, 
Tho en were not manag d with all due 

er and prudence, yet they were not made 

the Inſtrument . Deceit and : Impoſture 
in in Religious Doctrines. The Perſon, in 
m they w — however faulty 
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* Light of any one Chapter, nor fo diſguiſe 


« Chriſtianity, but that ever feature of i | 


*,will ſtill be the ſame. At the fame time 
the very diſtances of places and numbers 
of the Books demonſtrating, that there 
# could be no Eollufion, nor altering or in- 
«© terpolating one Copy from another, nor 
all by any of them (z). To the . 
poſe Mr. Le Clerc, a witneſs by 56 | 
_ exceptionable, 1 hope, as a Bigor.” 1225 
2 _ cunque ft varietas (lectionum ex MSSiis) 
nullim propterea dogma inde novum Ha/cituir, 
aut anted receptum evertitur.. . Null etiam 


beg! quæ quidem alifujus 2 moment!, ad 


1 Bentley. W P. Lp, mi6g, 20 
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dita ex Libxis, Novi Teftaments. nate. IV. 
aut ex yariis Lectionibus antea ig nat cal, 
gitun (a). Neu great ſar ue the Variety naß 
bie li, e of readings in the Manuſcripts) a 
one. new: Dogrine-uriſes from thence, nor i 
any, ane before receiu d overthrown by it 
: Neither is any piece of Hiftory, of any moment. 
with; telpet# fo-the Truth of our Religion, 
which Before was believ'd, frurt out of the 
Books of the Neto 7, efament, or any one not 
(before «introduced. theſe various 
Lech. And now if with che Manu 
ſcripts he compares. in the laſt place the 
many old Jenſons of the Teſtament in dif- 
ferent L ages, ſuch as the Syriacy-Cop- 
tir, Gothic, Saxon, Arabic, and Etbiopic, 
all pabliſh'd long ſince by learned Men, 
wich Latin tranſlations to moſt of chem; and 
when he ſees them likewiſe, as they certain- 
ly do,  exprefling the ſame Text with a8 
great harmony as could be ever expected; 
let him ſeriouſly ſtand out againſt | Convie- 

tion If he can, and doubt on, whether we 

| ; and the Primitive Spriſtiany have elne 
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N aud che, ume Rule of Faith for our 
= Guide. For my part, L can hardly believe, 
chat any Man in his Wits, ho ebnſider d 


wich een eee Evie 


Aſſent zh, his Mind upon it. And Lam ſore, 
that whoever allows any other antient Book 


to be genuine either Greek or. Latin, and of 


what ſcind ſoever, and will not allo the 
Ney · Teſtament to be. ſo, acts notoriouſſy 
againſt Reaſon and Senſe, beca uſe it is pal- 


pable, that not a ſingle Author of Antiqui- 
c in thoſe Languages comes to us with | 


near char degree of Evidence, which at- 


tends the other. And if the Sceptical Gen- 
temen will not believe theſe things, let 


them joyn their Efforts to diſprove effec · 
pally, whatThere affirm. Upon this Point 
I. know. thoſe mighty Connoiſſeurs love dear- 


ly to harangue the Hliterate; they are per- 


petually teazing and alarming them with 


Corruptions, Furgeries, Frauds; &c. to > ſcare 
them out of all Belief in out ſacred Books, 
and eſtabliſn d Syſtems of Reveal d Religion. 
and ſurely an employ | 


But tis eaſy enough 
ment unbecoming any generous Mind, to 
puzzle and 
H, in ſuch matters o n and Anti- 

Wr 5 qui- 


0 


lex the Vulgar unnecgflrt⸗ | 


Joel Which by the-Sri 
natural Acumen and- equal 


race with the Art of Poetry and Virgil 
Aneid to be: mere Forgeries of the Thir- 
teenth Century (46); But as ſuch an At- 


3 ack upon theſe two Claffical Authors with 


appear withour doubt no leſs infignificant' 

than ' paradoxical to all ſuperior 'Critics,? 
however it may puzzle in many things- 
inferior Proficients, ſo the like Attacks ups: 
on the ſacred-yeiill certainly meet in ben 


with the ſame Fare: - And tis indee 


ſpeak plainly, very mean ind ſbrry Difn- : 


genuity in our Freethinking Spirits, to raiſe 
ſuch a Duſt in the Eyes of the Multitude, 
and to blind em with Clouds and Miſts 


under a ſpecious Pretence of  enlightning* 
their Underftandings ; and freeing them 


from — . a and a een, when they” 


N N — Boy: 


=? 


— or Us * Wy 2 3 n SP] "FM". 
n * r * 


labouts to prove che Gs of K, 


— ” > a. hn 


o { + man oy a - n * „ 


— —— mn 


. Leere thut cue Cid hn :folid 
_ ing i point blank agalofd cher. If 
dur Seiles are ſincere! and hotleſt Men, 
euleub Advocates fot Trirh/rand! Enemies 

to the Price fer the ſake vf it, und) able 
do coßeick us of fnpoſigg an ſpuriourLc- 
ends upon the People for Apoftolical Wri- 
ings,” why don't chey ſet" about this glo- 

rious Work in good carneft; ranſacking all 
Antiquity backwards up to the Days of 
au, and opening to the World che 

-tfuts"9bfeure" Origin of our prefint 79e. 

enk, and the dark Arbnng of our Plots 
And Intrigues in forming it? Why don't 
they publielely confront vs with new Au- 
*ti6rs' or Manuſeripts of 
fully expoſe this pang: Myſtery of Twiquity 

"which they" are” ly ringing in our Ears? 
This would be a formidable Exploit; and 

would be matter of real Triumph over 
chose, whom they modeftly ſtile Pihirer, 

, S nen, Epheſs Silver ſmiths'80. But 
_ "Inſtead of that, the poor Men are as harm- | 

el Adverſarics, as We you VE” They 

e hich | 
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then come abroad with moſt. tragical Hut- 
eties of various Eoctians, Corruptiount, In- 


bern — de — 
verles oß antient Frauds — — 4 
ſeluet 5 hut all they have done in this way, 
ſo far-as appears, has been only by hunt- 
eee in the ramen, Works of | 


| Febritjusy.,Dailld ar Be Beſnage, Father hi. 


non or Le Clerc, to glean up from them 
ſome curious Pieces of A Hiſtory, and 


 ferpolations, -  Apocryphal Goſpels, Epiſtles 


Kc. and theſe ſeconded with bitter Invec- 
tives againſt Prieſts of all Denominations; . 
|  antient and modern, Heathen and Cbriſſian, 


Papiſt and Proteſtant, nullo diſcrimine; as 
the ſaddeſt Knaves and Impoſtors upon 


5 Earth. And by theſe Declamations hey 


2 immediately ſer- the Multitude a gazing, 
and paſs among ſome for mere Prodigies 


of Parts and Learning, for the brave De- 
fenders of Reaſon, the noble Supporters 
of Religious Liberty, againſt all Sacerdatal 


- "Engroaghments/ and Superſtitions. . Spec- 
in dane 3 3 ait After 


een hate ru 


e ee 


1 bar 2% Scripture; AporrypBal Goſpels" de. 


are: mete Triftes, of no Signiffeanc and 
uence, chat inſtead of unſettling or 
Weakening the Authority of Sepipture; do 
teally confirm and effablith it; and what 
is che pleaſanteſt Jeſt of all, it appears ſuf. 
ficiently, that the very Materials and Know- 
ledge of this ſort among the Fraternity, were 
berrow'd chiefly from - thoſe very Men, 
whom they are evet abuſing with ſueh Free- 
dom and Virulence, even the Obriſtian 
Pxigſti and Drivines. Had it not been for 
the indefatigable Labours of Pr. Mill and 
other eminent Believers, the Tolands, Tin- 
dali, &c. had never once heard of the 30000 
Various Lections in the Greek Teſtament; 
and without the kind Help of © Fabricius, 
Cave, Simon, &c. among the Moderns, and 
of-Ferom, Euſebius, Auſtin, 86: among the 
Antients, not a ande, Im afraid, Fare L 


| Aporryphal Goſpel dee. Moſt tertible Ene⸗ 3 
mies theſe to che Pries and Chriftianity, | 
and moſt ſtrict obſervers of Truth and De- 
toruni, in their loud Complaints of Jynoranct | 
in the Clergy ! * The Facts, which Fmen-" 
tion here; are notorious, ee 
Kot | | 8 


and judge of theſe, Matters, examine as naar 


| "= en. Nady yet cr 
Diuines,. who had ſo much Angi 


Larning, us frankly to inform the. Word 1 


of all theſe: Particulars, to be loaded; it 
ſcems, by little Retailers of their Diſooue- 
ries, with Reproach and Infamy, and not 
to be truſted or heard in any thing, which 


they lay or write about Religion! Uri are 


ditis Nuirites!? Let all, — are able to read 


rowiy as they pleaſe into the Writings of 
bach e ne ee the whit 


learned Laiety for the truth of what I ſay⸗ 


As to vu, Philalethes, no one will ſup 
u by theſe general Rematcka 
devon no adoubs, a Philoſopher, Critic, and 
Antiquarian of a higher form. You ſpeak: 
with that ſuperlative Boldneſs and Suffici- 

eney, with. that Eclat of Wit and Litera- 
0 ak cha of 7 in Genius 


ih Booka, lcan wih CAA 
Chtiſtian IM 


= _— = >. -— 6 
— 1 — — * . % 
« i War + ar 34 * S _ hs th AGEs go ag ow . _—_— N ” _” - O 22 92 — — N * Y 
b . er e EE . * — wt W 2 * 2 Y 4 - by . LP r F . . r —— r en — r 
2 * + 2K, 12 > $ ::; WS; at * N 8 * N oe þ , - * e * — 2 E —_— FSI Wo Wo... 92S 9 re * „ 
3 —— AA — — ETA ——— 2 — T0 „ 4 , a — + fpow to . * = ETA HS erer W 4"4-Þ „ 11 , * ny N 
7 e ” r rere wag SG - — — * by * . 4 ney 2 1 . —— 2 4 f he "if 5 wa —— 
5 bd * A — 2 1 | — 9 * ws wa 
du 
— ER „ — ——— ——— —— h a 
2 * — 1 . . ** 4 . ü W — 5 — : * : 


| Engr ab . 
IV: trad bftefore, 8 — which Swat, take 


no Guard arid Reſiſtance. | Beſides tho you 
_ talk-of very groſt Corruption i 


up a yet In Myſtery. Vou have dropt the 
old Stories and common Topics of Decla- 


tuation, dnd- only inſinuate with great Ne- 


Erve and in generals ſome fraudulent Li- 
berties of paſt times, without ſpecifying 


when of where or how or by whain im par- 
ticular, excepting only that the Fudaizing 
Chriſtians are, it ſeems, to anſwer-for it. In 


_ this. ambiguous, oacular way you: expreſt 
youirſelf;- I cannot think it of equal Im- 
Portance to believe every thing, that 
afterwards reported concerning this 


«Yatar Prophet G. e. Jeſus Chriſt) His Di- 


keins and Followers ſoon ſell inte very 
&dd:Notions about him, and- eported ſe- 
Ver things of him, that were geither 
<gophiſtent with his Character ani 
90 Defign, nor with the Religion he had 


$:4—:If we con- 
[ and upon what Principles 
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ripture, as we now haye 
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yet - tis out of the common way; and brrapt 


gene- 


Spreached and propagated./ Tdey tre- 
de polated, added, and "alter'd ſeverat/Pal- 
40 ſages inthe original Boi 
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eil ic, was avfinſt collect ad, reviſed e on "I : 


1 ee 
Ke ae d theteſore ought to he 


if it leans ſtrong : IV 


«read cxitically, with an Allowance fog 
« Perſons, Citcumſtances, and the firuas 
e tion of things at that time, and not ca- 
len in the groſs, as if euery thing con. 
uind in them had been at fiſt infallibly | 
* inſpie d from God, and no. . 15 


W Worn arg 1... Now — Man ling 


could: pretend to be ſure of yaur- meaning | 
from fuch dark enigmatical Hints as theſe ? 


Indeed it it is plain enough, that your New 
Tghament, upon the fiat of which you pn. 


/eſs yourſelf a Chriſtian, is likely to be-very 
different from ort, after ſack an Jadex 
erpurgatorius, ſo many Amendments: and 


Defalcarions' ag you intimate. But who 


would venture to affirm, of hat Quality 
and Conſrquence theſe Corruptions of yaurs . 
really are? Or from whence they ſpring, 
or by whit Means or Perſons diſcover d, 


or whether they truly exiſted any where 


hall 


The Boo f 


but in your Imagination? For my part 1 
baye no Inclination —— 
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| [ks © Pate into all ſuperſtitious udoi- 
ene eee Prat as e ee 


- talk, all I hope is very faſt and found, and 


my brit Pofition laid down above my reſt 


Head, I would briefly obſer ve to the 


Jen and Nature of the thing; and likew 


ach Corruptions, as you inſinuate, ſhould 


cr be fix d in the Teſtament. Firſt from | 


the Nature of the thing 2 priori. 'Becaulc 


dhe fitred Writings were immediately, as 1 


| * Toon as they were publiſh'd, "read" pub- 
Arth. thn inthe Chriſtian Chutches, 
E into he Hands of private Chriſtians, 
as well as others laid up in the ſeveral 
Churches of diſtant Countries, for the pub 
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- rolerably ſecure,” But before I diſmiſs this 


der, how improbabie and incredibli it is 
both 2 priori and poſteriori, from the Ren- 
iſe 
From clear obvious matter of Fact, that 
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lick wie of their Religious Aﬀſetnblies' Now | 
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gene of ſome of of \ochars 
bouts become anleger, and 4 pes without 
ay Diſeovery or Cenſute. Süppoſe what 
4 Diviſions Hereſies you pleaſe in thoſe 
: t they all tended to ohtrudt or 
-1 defeat. any. wicked: Attempts of this kind; 
the ſeveral} Parties being Spies of courſe : 
upon one another, and vigilant enough, you 
may be ſure, to prevent any ſuch Ape . 
dions upon Fhemſebves from eyery Quarter. 
And as it. is. certai beyond diſpute, that 
the Number of thoſe Diſciples, who-ad- 
her d to the genuine and primitive Doctrine 
of Chriſt and his Apoltles, bore no pro- 
portion in a manner to the fmall one of 6 
later Sectaries, endeayouring to pervert and il 
deprave it, it was abſolutely impracticable | 
for the latter to ſucceed in any male-pra- 
Riſes on the Books of Scripture, ' They 
wou immediately have been detected and 
'£ d. by hundreds of older Copies, and 
| by er Originals of the Apoſtles. Thus 
much we may argue iti general from the 
Nature of the . no the 1 
n e Rat 24. : 


* — 
na —— — * „ 


; 
1 
| 
— 
1 
| 
- i 
1 
{| 5 
TK 
* 
9 


4 — — 
„ wo - To. OS ns 


D 


ar 


" 
4 * — NS 
rr ea oe to 6 ooo y*_ — 
8 W . A . 9 * m - 
TN Lo TIE — 
* J 4 - -_ - S- 2 


3 


' 
"nd 
388 


— 
——ů 
— NR 
e 7 
wel 29>: | hap l 


— 


RICTS 


* *% 
8 a — : 

I Nr a : 
— > 42 * — 


Homes ant 


4 2 
* : — . _ 
Og i . : — — = 1 - — 
x n = - 1 
8 oa - — 
SH O — — 4 = 
— Dey 2 — —— : . — a 
c 
* 


— 7 ho often: — borrid * e 


Sen men furious Zeal for Tarn 


+ the higheſt Pirch, "ud ſyrapinis. of 1 


s and. ene Decretals See. w. v 528 . 


1d k 75 Xs 2 


4 5 


tous Factions and Intrigues. "Now 26 this: 
State of things one might ſuſpeck, A eber, 
(eng ü rer TN bt Me 25 i 


that by 


are 11 with Sueben. 
ad; nf 

s would 1 un 

4 ew. bs 0 7 . 


4 85 ances; . not, a fingle 1 
we find inferred far the Pope and bis 


3 eee 
No what ein he 1294s 


W the Teſtament thr was Pm Core-: 
rupiog! wilfully f in Fad, than this before 
m? When he muſt . ſuppoſe, that if they 
ere. ſo corrupted at all in thoſe times, 
they would undoubtedly be corrupted in 
favoyr of ys NI Errors; of wh Ic 
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ier to more diſtunt Times, * 
were many Controverſies arifing in the 


Church Ape after Age, which Ingsged the 
Dt Ferien in violent Conteſts againſt 


another. And among theſe, none was 
ever debated with greater warmth, than that 


about Images in the eighth Century. The 
Iſſue of which and ſome others in his re- 


ſpect has been lately repreſented, and judi- 


ciouſly applied by an elegant Writer in the 
following v | | 
* of Nice, according to the Requeſt of Pope 


The ſecond Council 


Adrian s Legate, order d the. Writings to 


« be ſuppreſs d und teftroy d (, that were 
© againſt the venerable Tmages; in which 


© Deſtruction it is probable ſome. Writings 


« of che Antients ON involv'e.” And it 


might be ſuſpected, that ſince che Eg 


« ern and Weftern Churches, or at — 
rn N thera Yar” had the Pow 
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| view em to be carried: to the Palace of the Biſhop of: Cor- 


fantinnple, there ta be laid up with. other berdtical Bull 
Can: 9. Concil, Harduin. Tom. 4 "Þ 498-4 Hs 
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which indeed did then concur with the Council). i it is certai 
Wiftern Churches Were not ſo well age! this Point. 


For Charles thè Great; Empetor of Geiminy, Hut, &c. 
i very | 
with all his. Power and Intereſt, and even pu L 
rde 1 l n calld the EIB Car 5 . i 
„ Years Pater | a 
of Nize) compes'd, of above 300 Biſhops from a Ger. 
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of the Nicewe Prelates, 28 may be ſeen provd at large ono” 
the Neun by Balis. Be Imagin. 5 app. 2, f. f. 
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det which Wrede eee the. World in 
« Languages. be again-in the Center. 


**fies-berween-the Arians and 1 Adver- 


ec ſuries, and n in the Neferian 
sand Eutyclian (of the fi 10 and tb 
.* Centuries). the Texts Sn d on both 


© ider from Scripture were the ſame, that | 


| found there. And in the 
80 e e that early aroſe in the 
„Church, as about the time of keeping 
* < Eaſter in the ſecond Century that about 
« re-baptizing- of Hereticks agitated, in the 
ee third &c. both Parties pleaded-Apoſtoli 
cal Tradition; and the Zeal, they ex- 
e preſs d, plainly ſhews they would have 
_ been glad to have had an expreſs Teſti- 


8 e mony of Scripture on their Side. 8 But 5 


« do we find any Paſſage inſerted in the ſa- 
« cred Writings in favour: of either of the 
« Parties? There is a profound. Silence there 


* neither Party endeavour d ro corrupt the 


« Scriptures in their favour; nor indeed was 


10 11 poſſible for ä of them t to do ſo 
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the latter Ages are really inſerted 
ad 
in thols' Inſtances, 


Names they begr, as Marebew, Merk, Lube, 
4 6 Leland And, to o cl Ke. vor. Tt. p. 171, 


Nay: ſtrong or fr Proofs from here 


| ons 'of Fatt for — Purity and Incor- 


of the” ſacred Wricings, that can 


he defird.” It is to no purpoſe to raiſe a 
Clamour abpur the Frauds and Arriſces of 


the Pxieſr and to ſay they corrupted them, 


on becauſe! they had it in their Inclina- 
m or "twas" their Tnreręſ to do ſo, when 
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ſeen our Lord, and his miraculous Works. 
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have ſeen [myſelf in my Touth, he'l 
«ay taught always the ſame Doctrint 
"4 which he learnt from the Apoſtles thert- 
KW ſelves, and whichaccordinglylimlalivedd:o 


« the Church (c). To which he adds ina- 


e place. 1 can ell the {om | 


60 es av 22x I. III e. A 4 Ed. Mar 
Conf. Eu. Hit. e 2. IV. 0. 14. " 


4 : 
20111 ir 


"For many Years, and with others Who had 


* 2 2 + hg — 2 ＋ N Fa , 
22 3 2 n 9 
> — - 4 8 , : | <> nd. 


+ 
*- ins _ . vat . 
Wy A r % . * , 
q A * . he . 8 3 . 2 * 82 
1 F: _—_ >» a ze 
wy 2 A + % Re, 7 


's ag 6c: «which 1 


13 
£ . . 


7 
— 9 
- 


F * 


8 


l 


dee en ke going ddt hd Hib cotiß 


Id 6 * EET. 


1 ew? Hademar, either Py, or by 


ich 


eb n DN ander | 


Linz ald the eg . 
ache form vf Bis Perſdti, and the Difcbur 
he deliver d to the People; and B he 
« "rol his e onverſation with St. "obs, and "2nd 
others "who Hud Teen the Lor d, 


e ee and whar | 
et werd the Accounts Which he had hear 1 
from them concerning the Lord and His t 
4 Miradles;and as to Doctrine, how he fe- | 


. cited every Arricle of it as he recei 0 7 it 1 


from the Eyewitneſſes of the Word of 1 j 
ie ' agreving exitly with that of 'th the 1 

« preſent Seripturer (4). Note tis certain * 
that! Polar by his eminent Station in the 1 
Church; and 'kis particular Aequaigtane. 
with St. John and others of dais could jt 
not but be fully and exactly inform'd, as h 


well concerning the Writings of St. Fohn 
himſelf, as thoſt of the other Apoitles 2 | 
Diſciples. * And accordingly in his Greek 
Epiſtle to the *PhiltÞprians (tho 'a Wa 
and in paſſing) he refers to the Scriptures of 


- ven © oe © xr” 
22 


1 4 _—_Y 


| "(a 15 Bai, d Flo 46; Ab i. Beck . V. 
6 20. n L. ape; Fr * 2 


2 WY a 
* 7 % 8 8 ** 1 = 
> Ts "# . ts E 54S : 


Dirk +7 N ; 2 | alluſion 


why 


_ — — 
x 4 


Ane af chain Wich el neſtneſs 
Simplicity. From him therefore”! { 

others his Conternporaries) Inenzxs his Diſ. 

ciple-in Chre/tranity muſt learn op0n the 


rr cr ar E — 2 — — — 
1 — a = — —_ 
: . : PTE 2 — 2 — 
. 1 1 - l mY 
* — — 


— 
_ 


* "ITS > the bigheſt|R 
che idle af e Oreckro the ek 


beſt Authority. what were truly Apofbolical 


writings; fince thoſe were. to be made his 
Rule of Chriſtian Faith, and out ef chem, 


no doubt, he was inſtructed in 'Chriftian 


PN by that excellent Martyr for 


Let us now but < conſult this emi- 


nent Biſhop upon that Head, and we find 
iz Work of his (F) written above Fifteen 
Hundred and Fifty Years ago; 
phe: a Teſtimony to the four Goſpels, 
the Acts of the Apoſtles, the Apocalypſe, 


28 clear and 


and moſt of the Epiſtles, being ſuch as he 
bad occaſi on to cite, as any one could wiſh 
expect; and this abundantly more large 


and extenſive, than we have for moſt of 


the admir'd Authors of profane Ae 


Jo ws near their Times, 


** 
4 © £ 1 
„ TY 2 


1 5 Rn * 905 %; 1 


*{e) See S's I, 2, +5 6, 6, ws. 8. 10, ably 5 1 
074 head his five oy — Flr 8 Oi 162 : 


| fo * 8 
7 8 z * a 5 34-46 - 
Es 7 : 

6 


1 
th 
m 
T 
MN 
pe 
an 
A 
Ce 
| tia 
or 


the 


the. third, and Hieracles in che e 


r K WO 17 is FI. 


be Chriſtian Neve lern 


Bu if chere could be anqSarupheifis Guan 
Wy is not:che-leaÞ'Giround): as: wo IV3 


cheſs, as other Chriſtiane: Telimnonies,: wh AY 


may appeal to- our Enemies of Old for 2 
Tre uth. Neither Jews nor Heut bens, the 
Men whoſe Cauſe and Intereſt would di 
poſy them moſt ſtrongly, if there had been 


amy room fot it, to deny the genuineſs an 


Authority of theſe Wridngs,: did ever onee 


except againſt them that Account, 
Celſus chat virulent Adverluy' of the Chriſ⸗ 
tiangam the ſecond Century, cited abundance 


of paſſages from our Books, and all along 
boch when. he ſpeaks in the-Perſon of a Few, 
nd. in the ; of a, Gentile, attributes 


Tuus alfo did the 


of the Hurt, as appears very plainly from 
5 En, and 12 who had 


00 e in Orizes com. 2 1. 1. "> 
* 


| 31, 46 57. n. p. 67, 69, 70. Th 82, 39, 106 


dent. 
(5) Of 8 ſee * Epiſt. ad Pi Fa. Ons 


Gen. Interpret. Adv. Pelag. L. 2. p. 521. In Eſai. L 14. 


ſub fin, Qurſt. Hebr. in Gen. ſub. init. n 
a Ga * ä Ed. Bened. 


8 


chem to the. Diſciples of Jeſus, as the Chrife 
tians themſelves did -wham be oppoſes (g}; 


-Chriſliags * 


F 7 
Fl 8 5 o 


FLO 45 Nt ling „ 


1 | Hts * 1 00 8 - 
We as Hangs =. | 


Cnixe. 
No | 5 N 


IL, 


be of ths; Chriſtians e @ bit 
Jo, that: cht AN. ſure, rhe , 1 1 1 2 ha 7 


Wing fe object on this Head. Ani ray 

x zs evident of. the Fews 3: for nc t to 

| Pente . before. obſerved, | 
1 the Perſon, of a Jeu, the oldeſ 


Ide ; By o . 
in 47 


mongſt them, that we know of, as. 8 wy 
xofefſedly. againſt the Chriſtians, under 
itle of . Nizzachon or Triumph, 7 75 

; lih'd by Wagenſeil from a Ms 22 
byrg, quotes the four e hy, i 
in above forty Places, and pred 

tracts from them (H), without the Lea . 
tence of their being ſpurious, or falſel yaſ- 
crib'd to thoſe. Authors; whic| | the Zeal 
and Malice of th 


— — — — © prac - * — — > 1 * 1 7 pe ao. ——— by _ - 
Xx Sox c =: oy 1 Ro OE ICTICT _ 6 en nd, Gh pony 3 wy _ \ = | 
1 N +. 7 4 D D * Ez — — — — 7 7 by 1 — — S 
—_— d 4 2 - « . | : _— —— —— — 8 2 
— W 2 2 A 


he Writer would n never. have 
ſuffer d him to omit, had he found among 
is Jewiſh Predeceſſors the left Ground or 


Cb. in 1 Cor. Gp. 2. hom: 6. „ i 
Conf. Helfen. Vit. Porphyr. cap. X. | 


* Df Hurriclen, fee Lactunt. Inſtitut. L. Wie. . I 
_ 1% Ser Cyril: adv; Julian. L. 3. p. 106. Li 93-pi-245 WM ot 
=_ | L. 8. p. eee RO I. 3 of 
327, 333, 33% 381, Ed. Spanhem. „ ( 
i) See the Nixenchon: Yetus. p. 31, 187, 288, 189, 204, | N 
265/209," 210, 21 216, 247," 234. 237» 24% my 1 7 
* 3 * Ign! Satana- che 


5 N Wed 
12. \ Cayll. 


2 Hi he Obieiftian fs x: 


ite 2 7 55 „ of bs” dB ews, 
at Ben Abraham, and Ort, han 
15 Aithors of our facred: Wikings $ aboyi 
metijon'd ts be tick as are commonly re- 
ceiv'd d, Wichour : any Plea from their Ancelt. 
dt to he? W of dy Doubt and Sets 
Pie it . „ / 
Now. what better Evidence, ould! any 
one defite l in the caſe, than ſoch an unt 
mous og tera of Chriſtians, Jews, and 
Pagans, and thoſe the moſt antient, and 
moſt. col | e Judges, 55 the x hot 


LI THF 


[he 2d Tel. Gn p. e a 
Edzard. in Avoda Zara. p. 298 320. 
El. V Biblioth. Heb. Tom. II. e 

(u) See tlie Chizzuk Emana i. e. The n of Faitg 


of R Ilaae. paſſ. ap. Wagenſeil. ub. ſup. 1 


Orobio. ap. Limborch. Amic. Collat. p. 1 147. 
(su) Very pertinent and judicions are the avords-of the lar 


% Augultine pox db Head. De quo Libro certum erit 


rut — os 


A 15 ſi litere * | 


* ＋ 2 ; S % 
> 8 4 3 N 4 * — 1 
. 


——ů TED Woes wo — 
* NS 


wits Sour 7+ _ To 1 | 


_ 


4 
ee —- 


— bo „ l - — 
% z — „ os 
—— = —— - - 


* 
— Wa ts . -__ . . - * . we fe — » 
* _ — CD ERR Ira 


2 
Rag 


I is, as We Babes S hue 070 vy Matter 


rich as we ſhould have a it, Even Top- 


- 


1 e are * bs 


mere Humour and per berſeneſs. V 
Lertain, that thoſe Books Were We Dy 
the Authors to whom they are aferib'd; as 

we are, that any orber ancient Book was 
Trice by the Perfon who 1 to be che 


— 3 768 
HE 8 : 


\.$% I an 


&: "Py Akan Bs a focal ks Wes wh ca. 
mentiz declarata, utrum ere Ga, incertum oft F—— 
Platonis, Ariftotelis, Ciceronis, V „aliorumque ejuſmo- 


di authorum libros- unde noverunt - Homines, quod ipſorum 


Ant, niſi temporum ſibimet ſuccedentium co teſtatichs cot- 


tinus? Multi multa de literis eccleſtaſtieis \Enlcripferatt / 


onde conftat quid cujus fit, niſi quia his temporibus, qui- 
bus ea quiſque ſcripfit, quibus potuit infinuavit atque edidit, 


& inde in alios atque zlios':continugts: notitia latiuſque fr 2 


mata, ad poſteras etiam uſque ad-noftra tempora perve 
runt? Sed quid pergam in longe præterita? Eece iftas lite- 


Fas quas habemus in manibus, fi poſt aliquantum tempus vita 


hujus noſtræ, vel illas quiſquam Fauſi eſſe, vel; has neget 


elle meas, unde convineitur, niſi. quis illi qui; nunc iſtas no- 


verunt, notitiam ſuam ad long? etiam polt futuros .cqnjing- 
nis poſterorum ſucceffionibus 8 Aug in. L 95 
Fauſt. a . eee 


a W 


F * 
1 1 x b Oy * 
. * „„ 1 OG. TT i ON 1 2 
** „ „ * a L » 5 þ Me, I 
of 2 1 Prey 8 2 HSE by « =» 
** * " 1 FWW 


ä 
* 


of that n; nay We have Pr ba * 


to gelte 


. 
8 * 3 * 7 hf * * 
. a>. xt 5 — 4 * 22 i 
* 7 * & 
© 1 2 * Ki 


- 
7 * 8 ant 
"of * 5 
#4 F 


8 
Fo 


= 


72 | A er . 8 a 9 
Nature, Occafian, and Tendency of theſe fa- | 
ere Wrigings being ſuch, 48 would of 
courſe raiſe nicer, Scruples and a ſtricter 
iS unination into their Authoricy, chan 
would attend the other. For which reaſon 
it is wholly unaccountable, how all) par 
of all Times. ſhould agree in the Acknow- 
ledgment of them, upon any othet Suppe- 
fitiofi, but the. cleareſt irrefragable.. Evi- 
dence of th ir being genuine. But What 
now, are all theſe Teſtimonies in/uffcient 
at laſt, becauſe Human Teftimony and Tra- 
dition is Fallibl, becauſe only there ſtif 
fubliſts a bare þby/ica/ poſſibility of irs ercing? 
Away then wich all antient Laws; Statutes, 
Records,” Hiftorians, Moralifts, Naturalifes; 5 
for tis ec qually p0fible in Nature, for all 
theſe to be ſpurious and counterfeit ang: 
and then by this fine way of reaſoning, we 
cannot depend with any Certainty upon ohe 
of them. . you mult carry ĩt forward 
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Nedditude of the thing in either ce xds, 
is that of the certain Trufb ß in but no- 
thing at all of the Auibor. This depends 
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rant neque alium quenquam, neque ſeipſos (fi natura pev- | 
halum obſtitit) poſſunt facere meliores. '"Ttaque ſapientia | 
eorum, ut plurimum efficiat, non exſeindit vitia, fed ab- 
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ww Mankind bepareled and perplex d on thoſe 


 Subjefts!.. ' How wretchedly would they 
wander in the dark, as all the Pagans do 

at this Day throug hout the World! Where- 
as 4 few plain Sentences frotn Scriprure 


mall in one Day g ive more Light to their 


Underſtandings upon theſe Heads, than all 


_ the antient Philgſepbers before ihe Chriſtian 
Ara could acquire in their whele Lives. 


This every one acquainted with Antiquiy 


' muſt know to be true of thoſe Men. 8e 


likewiſe 3. A farther- Advantage to the 


World from Chriſtianity is with regard to 
the Motives, Encouragements, and Alon. 
ces to the Practiſe of our natural Duties: 


It has brought Life and Immortality 70 light 
in a proper Senſe, as it aſſures us expreſs- 
ly of a Future Stat? of Rewards und Pu- 


 niſhments, to be certainly diſtributed by the | 


Judge of all Men hereafter, according to 
our Actions in this Life. For granting it 
Pele, that by the Light of Nature ſoch 
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2 2 2 antient Sw 
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Topies in- greateſt requeſt at this time u). 
har now by the clear Knowledge of this 
great Point, deriv'd to al Degrees. of Men 
from Chriſt and his Apoſtles, the Practiſe 
of univerſal Righteouſne ſe is eſtabliſh'd up- 
on a ſure Foundation: We have now ſufſi- 
eient Encodragement, to pet ſevere in the 
ſtticteſt Adherente to all Piety and Vir- 
tue; in all Caſes N er all: Cir um- 
ſtances of Life. EAR 00851 
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Vigour to Religion and Virtue, as it ſhews 
us; how all Obſtructions to the Practiſe of 


fully be conquer'd, if we are not wanting to 
cure how the weakneſs of our Nature 
ay d, che depravities of it cor - 
reed, and the force of all Temptatioug 
to Zin refifted and defeated ;by which means 
quickned, our Refolu- 


reſtrain'd, and our Rational Powers gait 
their due Aſcendant ad Authority. And 
the good Effects of this divine Aſſiſtance 
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been 


() Rem. VIII 26. Elec I. 17. l. 16. 


(x) Luke. II. 13. Comp, ABp. 2 Sams: 147 


2 wit 4 % ..* . e 
f ; 5 8 ? 


* (Nations, Andicant; impr x 10 . f dert, 
dio the; Heathen, World. From all Which 
Fe laid together, did che rear | 
. :Bayle undertake to ſhewat large; in 
-ow. eminent a Degreę à true Great ne 9 
Mind was advanc d by Chriſfiauity (y) in eve- 
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HBr chere is one more important Arti- 
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God and We Salyation: A Point in 
5 9 0 the Vir tue, Peace, and Happineſs of 
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needleſs for me to prove and explain at 
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in Truth is a quite different thing from the 
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« farther: Light. The precence is plauſible ; 
« but ſurely; there muſt be ſome. miſtake at 
« the bottom ; and the immenſe Difference 
in Point of. Ferfection, between theſe 


fo 115 Ones oe the. moſt Learned An. 85 
i tients, will increaſe our Suſpicion. The 
«Truth is, theſe Modern Syſtem- Writers 
"had an Aid; which as they do not acknow- 
* ledge, ſo I perſwade myſelf, they did not 

perceive. This Aid were the true prin- 
«ciplesof Religion, deliver d by Revelations. 
principles ſo clear and evident, that they 
are now miſtaken to be amongſt our firſt 
«and fimpleſt Ideas. But choſe. who un- 
« derfland | Antiquity, know 0d Piggy 10 
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in the Number and Kind of its Doctrines 
and Preceprs, and in its Autl iry, Uſes and 
Benefits to Mankind? Impoffible] If we 
ale our Account of it from Seripture, and 
not from our own Inventions; and Fancies. 
For every Article of Chriſtianity recited a- 
bove is deliver d there as clearly and intelli- 
fibly in the general, as any of your more!” 
Doctrines wWhatſoever. But it ſeems, you” 
aaunat agree to this, and urge ſome ſtrange 
; againft it, which are now to he 
confider'd, They are all, 1 chink, reducible 
to theſo two general Heads. f. The Obſcu- 
rity and Ambiguity of the. Scripture as to 
Points of pure Revelation, being capable of 
various Seuſs, and ous wee to = 5 


rene Apprehentons, Capacities and Talents 
and Difſenfions in Fact of Chriſtians con- 
cerning thoſe Points. 
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ct thus as our ;nfailible Rule is 3 | 
« fallibly underſtood and applied, we have | 
« no certain determinate. Rule at all. Upon 
« which you aſk; .is' it not ſtrange, that God: | 
e ſhould reveal a Religion as of any N N. 
« fy or Uk to Mankind, which is not to be 
« underſtood in any onÞ certain determinate 
* Seriſe,” but may be taken in as many; d. 
— ferent. Senſes, as there are different Capa- 
bc cities, Apprehenſions, and ways of think- 1 
ing among Men? This ſurely, could hat” 
in any propriety of Speech be call d a Re- 
Aigion, but muſt be a vaſt Number of Re- 
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all things Created, that are. in Heaven and 
tbat are in the Earth, wifible. and invifible, 
_ whether Thronesor Dominions, or Princifali- | 
lies or Powers ; ; all things were created by. 
| Him and for in (F. And hence i is He 
ſtil d by St. John, the Word who was in the 
beginning with God; by whom 4l things 
were made; and without whom. nothing was 
made that was made (g) No where is the 
great Ob/curity in theſe Paſlages, as to the 
general Truth of Chriſt's Preexiſtence before! 
All chings a inge under God? The 
; words are as plain to us in this. Point, as 
they would be, if they had taught the Pre- 
_ exiſtence of God himſelf before all things. 
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general Truth deliver 'd by them, and ſo 
much as we do know, we ought to receive 
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Holy Trinity.. The Scriptur, 


beſides: the Father, there is a Son, and Holy 
Spirit, in whoſe Name all Chriſtians are re- 
quir d to be Baptiz'd; as the Objects of our 
Faith, Honour, and Worſhip (i); and to | 
whom. ſuch Characters and Attributes are 
plainly aſcrib d by the Apoſtles, as ſuit no 
| Hence it is, that 
Dr. Clarkelaid it down as a Truth very clear | 
and certain from the Scripture, that * with | 
the Father of all things has exiſted from 
*rhe Beginning, a ſecond divine Perſon, 
« which is his Ford or Son, and with both | 
"8 third divine Perſon, which is the Spirit 
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* ner preciſely, the Word was incarnate, and 
how the two Natures were united; but nei- 
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Body, and yet, 1 preſume, 
that ſo it is, and | 
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for ever? Surely tho' we are not inform'd | 
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believe the particular Modus of them, yet 

we may and ought to receive the ther Arti- 
cles concerning them, of which we are 
Plainly inform d. 80 again, as to Chriſt's 
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and exfenfove,- us if che Gapiact it af ah 
Men were preciſely: ai in. che higheſt | 
degree: of Brightneſs, of which our Nature 
i capable... But to argue from hence, chat 

coutd be 9 Bic all men Naur 
dee ue in every Age, endued. wih nes 
equal Capacities of che higheſt Claſs, and 
equally perhaps improv'd by a proper Cultt- 
vation, which might eaſily underſtand with 
lie exiEnels all che principal Articles os 

chat Religion. And Men of theſe Capaæie 
tes may! aſt . Wr 
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L vat 5 Fo all Men. This we do not 
preſume to affirm, becauſe,” no doubt, to 

wem much is given, of bij Pall nuch be re- 

Jud; and to hom little is given, of him 

will be requir'd as little. According to the va- 
Tous Apprehenfions, Opportunities, and Cit- | 
cumſtances of different Men, the Number and 
Kind of Neceſſuries (ꝓ) will vary of Courſe; | 
And therefore as no certain Eſtimate can be 
made of the one, we determine no one cer- 
in and fd Rule for the other. — | 
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to determine hereafter, Nut ſetting cheſe.a- 
fide, there is one. plain Rule 10 the Cone 
ences of all, by which every Man in reaſon. 
i oblig'd to conduct himſelf, whieh-is,. to 
ftudy the Oracles of God with all the 132 
gence he is able, and to receive and o 
what he knows himſelf to be truly hie Will, 
or the Doctrine of Chriſt and his Apoſtles. 
Not to treat thoſe Points, as no parte or no 
naterial ones of Chriſtianity, which he fer 
are clearly expreſs d, and ſtrongly inculcat- 
«din the Holy Scripture, only becauſe 
| Perſons either do not or will not diſcern ſo 
much of them as himſelf. This would be 
a5 01ſe and P05 in a Chriſtian, as it would 
be in a Dell, who was fully perſwaded of 
the Providence of God, to make that however 
ho conſtituent. Part of bis natural Religi ion, 
becauſe perhaps ſome freethinking Phiige- 
pber could believe nothing of it. Now as 
you, Philalethes, would not preſently ſtrike 
out of your Religion of Nature, what you 
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5 Efftintials of Chri/liapity, are by no means the ne with Ne- | 
_ eefſaries of Salvatioy, and ſhould not be zunded with them, 
as our Moral Philyopber and othiers are apt to do frequently. | 
The former (or Fundamentals) refer to the Syſtem or Fabrick of 
Chriſtianity, in a View quite ab/raes, and mean thoſe Ar- 
ticles, which are 2fſential to the very Frame "and Subſitence 
of Chriftianity as ſuch, without which the very Form, which 
diftixguifet that from all other Religions is deſtroy d, and 
the Eſeace of it is obliterated. The Belief of wlüch is ther- 
fore as neceſſary to the Being of Chrifianity, as the Belief of 
the Firft Principles of any Art or Science is to the latter. And 
theſe Fundamental in ſuch an View, are of 2 
and determin'd Nature, the 2 once ſuppos d and laid be- | 
| fore us; and may be aſcertain'd by plain and - unalterable | 
Rules. But Nagels goats fe wk to Perſons are 
quite other things, being capable of no ##'# Rule or Meaſure; | 
becauſe of the different Capacities, Oppartunities, and Cir- | 
cumſtances of particular Men. What is \neceſſary-to the Sal- | 
vation of ohe, may not be ſo to that of another, for che Re- 
ſans now mention'd : And. numberieſs being the (Diſparities | 
of Perſons in the reſpects juſt hinted, . numberleſs may like- 
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to their own. Knowledge they can and di un- 
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8 it ©obolly l upon it; nor that Things 
or Doctrines are ob/cure in a Text, which 
their own Eyes and Under ftandings convince 
them are clearly taught by it; nor that Cri- 
tics and Grammarians are uſeleſs Triflery 
tn Divinity, becauſe ſome Schemiſts wiſhy 
chem our of their way. All this, I ſay, 
will never be ſwaliow'd. implicitely, aſſert 
it:as often and as loudly: as you- pleaſe, ſo 
long as any Zogic and Books remain among 
us; Which, I hope, we a © in no great dan 3 
ger of loſing, whatever may become of ſomq 
Power and Revenues, which, 8. Few” f f 
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ehen, we come to examine it to the 
zotrom, it proves really not one titile againſt 
our Rule of Faith, and falls as heavy on 
your Natural Religion as Reveal d. Chri- 
ſtians, it is true, have diſagreed concerning 
the moſt important Doctrines of Revelation, 
but they have chiefly diſagreed upon the I. 
Aus or Circumſtances of thoſe Doctrines, not 
as to their general Truth or Scriptural Au- 
thority. They are moſt: of chem agreed in 
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1 Foundation, Obl 
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cially concerning thie Immortal 
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modern, witneſs the number- 

Quarters of the World at 

e Nature and 
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11 the great Sup- 
ment ww this Relipious Fa- 
power ryan ſuch” in fact _ 
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be calld's Religion, which — —— 
« in as many different Senſes, as ther are 
« different Capacities and Ways of Thiok⸗ 


« ing among Men. and about Which, it is | 


« hardly, poſſible perhaps f or any wy Inquii- 
6 * rive Men, to form the ſame. 


« _ of theſe ' Do&rines c can be oe L fun 
*« damental and neceſſary, becauſe Wt 
« in ſuch a Caſe are cally. made, and may 


_ « be. unavoidable, Now what would you 


think, Philalethes, of this ſort of Ran 
gainſt Naturel Religion? Or whatever y you 
would think, what Impreſſion would it 
make on any Man of Senſe, againſt, eirher 
the Certainty or Authority of it? It 


indeed effecually, how abſolutely falſe, and 


groundleſs that Aſſertion of yours, is, chat 


the Religion of Nature maſk ft ever. be 
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Mary Opinion or Aſfuranct of it! For 
hnt trus Philoſopher would immediately 
ſee no Evidence in Nature'for a Supreme 
intelligent Being, becauſe a Bruno or Spi. 
#054 denied it? Or no Providence of God 
dver Human Affalrs becauſe fotfooth an 
Epicurus tejected ir? Or no Diſtinckion 

Mu Good and Evil from a Cunberlund 
Puftndorf, becauſe a Hobbes or Protugere 
tould diſcern none? What ridiculous 

or madneſs would this be, to be . 

bout with every wind of Doctrine; from thoſe 
who lye in wait to decti ve, withbue confiders | 
ing real Truth, or weighing the Natures of 
pros on But now if ſuch differences and an. 
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for the Rule of our Judgments and Practife; 
for tho all Men ſhould agree'to Day in ſome 
determine ir to bs cloafgud certi im yet to 1 
morro w of a little time after, ſome ſceptical 
Diſputants may ſtart new Doubts and Con- 
troverſies about it, and then we are loſt and 
bewilder d again, and the Doctrine muſt be- 
come obſcure and unintelligible. So that tis 
rain and fruitleſs to make this a Teſt of 
Truth or Plaineſs in Doctrines of any kind; 
but eſpecially in Cbriſfians it is both abſurd 
and inexcuſable; when the Scriptures then» 
ſelves fore warn them ſufficiently; that He- 
my muſt ariſe among them, that 2 | 
wh ho ay — e | 
allthings, tobold fat the Fares of found 3 
to mark thoſe who cauſe divifions, an {0 £0964 
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ly irreconcileable with the ons 
themſelves, and even with the-avow'd De- 
igns and Doctrine of Jeſus himſelf. Aud, 
if you might adviſe; we ought hence n 
ward to renounce this Article entirely; and 
not ſuffer our excellent Maſter td beat the 
Diſgrace of ſuch a Character. And upon theſe = 
Declarations from one, that calls himſelf a a 
| Chriſtian, great, no doubt, will be the Tri- 
umph of the Fews among us, who at leaſt 
ſhould return you their publick Thanks, / 
for your eminent Service to their Cauſe 8 
inſt cheir Chrifion Adverlaries. You, 
here at once very fairly decide in their Fa- 1 
rour the L W 0 00g en n. 
Victory, which they: aver coukd; gain be=. 
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With our. Jewiſh Enemies, 1 believe few | 
Chr tions will follow you in it, that know 
why. they are ſo, and.ever conlider'd : atten- | 
rively cither Prophets or Goſpel: The Rea- 
ſons Ladeed, which you alledge for ſuch Do- 
Arines, would if true be convincing cnough, 
but hey happen. to be all fallacious and 
frivolous. "The firſt is, That the Pro- 
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ie pheticel Meffiah. was Seen the Meſſab 
Fo * which the Jown expedted in gheDayo! 
i 6 Feſus, that i is, He was to be a National 


0 * Saviour or Deliverer of the Fews, a Tem- 
foral Prince, and a Reftorer of the King- 
&, 3 to that People and the Houſe of Da- 
« vid in particular: All which, together 
wich his making Feruſalem the Seat of his 
Kingdom, te was, you ſay, an effential « Cha- 
4 racer with all the Prophets, who ſaid any 
« thing of the matter; and they all ſuppos d 
« likewiſe, that his future Kingdom would 
& be brought about by Congueft, or the Pow- 
©: 0 fe Bayan, and by a Prin ce of tho 
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will ever be able to prove the contr: 

ag 955 335. The ſecond is, «« That 
5 our Saviour eſis Chriſt never made the 
a aſt Cain or Pretenſiona to this Propbe- 
t tick Jewiſh, Character, nor once appeal, 

to Moſes and the Prophets, that He. was 
i the Perſon” who was to reſtore the Kings 
dom. to the Houſe of David, or the Meſ- 
i fiah in the plain obvious Setiſe of all chs 
« Prophersz, Jo far from it, that he re- 
i nounc'd this Character, and died upon 
chat Renunciation, declaring before $5 
«are, that his ' Kingdom va, not of this 
Mell. p. 328, 329, 33 1. Jud ch 
much you offer to the Conſideration of 
i ſuch learned Men among, us, who. may 
think that they are, or ever ſhall be able 
i to convince the Jews upon Jewith Prin- 
f ciples, Which for your part you Ne ce 
an impgſib le n. 329, 359 
frm all which; yo pf aſſert 3d. I 
dh the ew. | Apciiiee. 
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<1whole Gentile World from. alt the Be- 
_ *7neurt of his Kingdom... W this vain 
hape, von alte us, Allg ad. 
_ «her'd to him, and never, pA after his 
* Reſurrection, preach'd Jeſus as-the MI. 
e ſab in any other Senſe... Nor did any 
«-Chtiſtian: Jew. receive him as the Meſſiah | 
under any ocher notion. For which Rez- 
on all expected, he woukd ſoon come 
_ «again-with: a ſufficient Power from He- 
« yen,” to. deſtroy the Roman Empire, to 
te reſtore the Nation, and to ſet up his 
Kingdom at Jeruſalem. It was only St. 
Paul, that taught Chriſt as. e Author 
of a new Spiritual. Kingdom, and as the 
: common Saviour of the World. without 
regarding the Senſe of the Prophets in the 
ene. This you' repeat over and over p. 
1 329, 349, 364. 361, 367, 3 368, 375 
5 278. Such is che Sum of your. mighty 
on this Head, each of Which 
3 n their order Jegarazely; war- 
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2 8 a full Siſerifon of al the - 
Paſſages in che Prophets to this 2 
_ chat Under: is properly 
fink the receiv'd Expokition| and A 
cation of thoſe Writers. It will therefore 
be ſufficient for me to ſhew by ſome brief 
Obſervatlons upon them, how little W 3 
fty and Authority their a for your 
Hypotheſis, even r to-the vhuous o 
Senſe of the Prophets „ = 
Character of the Me, -ſiab, by which you re. | 9 
preſent him as the National Deliverer A 
daviour of the Fews only, not the common 
deviour of che World. Hear how diffe- : 
rently Go ſpeaks of that Perſon by the 
Prophet Tſaiab in the following Words, 
Bebold my” Servant, whom I uphold, nine 
Elect i fd whom my Soul" delighteth: I bave 
put my Spirit upon him, He bring forch 
hoon, to the Gentiles 2 He ſhall 2 
1 nor be * till be e 
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Law. I will keep thee,' 9 gw Five thee fir s 

2 venant of the,}People,, Light 
Gentiles, o open the blind. Eyes Kd. Sing 
unte the Lirds Nau en, bis. Praiſe 
"the . ee Les We, W Arne 
and the Cities thereaf lift up their Voice, ile 
Voͤiſlllages tbat Radar dath inhabits Let the In. 
fn babitants of the Rock fing; let them ſhout fron 
55 tbe Top of the — 2 Let them gire 
Glory to the Lord; and declare his Name in 
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«ſhall begreatly aſhamed, that truſt in Graven 
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that Napture, Lord — mine Eyes have ben 
thy Salvation, «obich thou haſt prepared before 
all people, to be a Light to Lighten the Gen · 
tiles, and to be the Gloryofthy peupir ,I 
Again farther. There Hall be a Nu of Jelle, 
which fhall land for an Enfign of tht Pec- 
ple; eee — ni 1 
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105 A of the Jews? How: het: were all 


\ Peave.co the: Heathen Tom e not 
n fo rai/e up the Tribes Mun but al- | 
Jo to le a Light 20 the Ger anti- 
Ends of the Earth? Are Bleſfng, | 
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— ban(a)s." Flenee was\ eye ve now he 
Lord in that Day, and ſerve him with the | 
An, and Hand I. third with Eon 
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that in the Book of Pſalms, occur ſo many 
Intimations of ſome future Illumination 
| and Deliverance to the Heathen —— 
ering undoubredy en the glorious Meſu 
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face to ſtine\upon u. Dat tiy | 
known upon Barth, thy ſaving. Health (ice, 
Salvation) among ail Nations. . The People 
ſhall praiſe thee, O Lord, even all People ſhall 
praiſe tber (p). 'The Nations: ſha/l rejoyee, 
and triumph, hecguſe thou ſhalt judge the P 
ple with elbe, and Na the Nat 
the Rugs: of: the Earth jhall, a Thus 
enlarg d was the Idea, which the Prophets 
had form d of the Maſſial, and ſo extenſive 
in their. View were the Bleſſings to be dev 
tiv d from Him, not conſin d 19.cbe Gage 
Nation of the Jeus (q), but communicated 
ere to che Genteles, i. e. to thoſe who Co 
his great Prophet with Humility Re 
rence, Indeed we often hear in the Frupheti 
of the Vengea ace, which the Nation: the 
Enemies f Zion and in King, ſhould one : 
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tue, a Redemption of Judah in the Ia, Days, « y 
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to the pref  Fewsſh Polity, but the Ene 
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 abovemention'd, and the principal Difficul: | 
17 Wich him is over; as the Learned have | 
often experiehc'd' in the happy Converſion | 
bf many to the Chriftian Faith. Now | 
that” ſuch are the differe t Repreſenta- 
tions of this Perſon in the Prophets has 
10 often and to fully been proved by 
learned Men, that 1 1 but N on 
A few” — Paſſages to that pur- 
dſe. In the 53% Chapter of Haiah he 
thus deſerib d. He it Jo/piv'd'and rejetted 
7 Men, a Man of Sorrows am acquainted | 
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| 0! | | ur 2 
* 
* * * 6 


— 1 wo God, oh affiled, But 
8 wu. * 12 
wiſed | 


1 Way. pry ah ah 
the Iniguity of us all, He uns oppreſſed: 
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the Lord ſhall proſper 
big Knoteledge ſpall 
juſtify many, for be fall bear their 
lien, Therefare 
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